SRM CHAPTER ONE NOTES

INTRODUCTION:
· The way in which social research is done may also be affected by what is motivating the researcher to conduct the study. 
· Sometimes the goal is to access the adequacy of a particular theory or to gather information to create theories.
· Research is also driven by what is seen as a pressing social problem; as a way of understanding social crises associated with modern life.
· Regardless of the motivation, the data gathered are usually viewed in related to theories of some kind because theories are an attempt to make sense of it all.
THEORY AND RESEARCH:
Theory is an explanation of observed regularities or patterns. 
· Purpose:
· To assess the adequacy of a particular urban social theory.
· To gather information to create urban social theory.
· To understand pressing urban social patterns.
· To explore personal experiences.
· Common components of a theory include: 
· DEFINITIONS specify what the key terms in the theory mean. ( Example: "Crime is any violation of the CCC and includes arson, embezzling, etc. ) 
· DESCRIPTIONS outline the characteristics of the phenoma of interest. ( Example: "Arson involves the illegal setting of fires and is often done at night, either to abandoned buildings or houses when no one is home. ) 
· RELATIONAL STATEMENTS connect two or more variables so that knowing the value of one conveys information about the other. ( Example: "As the economy experiences a downturn, the arson rate increases. ) Relational statements come in two forms:
· Deterministic: two variables always go together in a particular way. ( Example: "As the economy shrinks by 1 percent, the arson rate increases by 5 percent." )
· Probabilistic: two variables go together with some degree of regularity, BUT the relationship is not inevitable. ( Example: "Regions of the country with growing economies are more likely to experience a decrease in the arson rate than regions in which the economy is shrinking. )





MIDDLE RANGE THEORIES are more limited in scope and can be tested directly by gathering empirical evidence ( Durkheim's theory of suicide ) while GRAND THEORIES are general and abstract, and generally offer a few direct indications of how to collect evidence to test them but provide ways of looking at the world that can be the inspirations for a wide variety of research programs. ( structural functionalism, symbolic interactionism )
· Non-theoretical work can provide insights that are useful or revealing in their own right. 
· McKegany and Barnard's 1996 research on British Prostitutes and their clients is a case in point.
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THEORY AND RESEARCH:
· DEDUCTIVE APPROACH: Gathering data.
· Most common approach to social research.
· THEORY.
· HYPOTHESES.
· DATA COLLECTION.
· FINDINGS.
· HYPOTHESES CONFIRMED OR REJECTED.
· REVISION OF THEORY.
· Researcher does not always follow the exact sequence above; model not strictly followed.
· INDUCTUVIVE APPROACH: Creating theory/the outcome of research.
· Researcher observes/gathers data first than they come up with a theory.
· The strategy of moving back and forth between data and theory is ITERATIVE which leads to empirical generalization.
· The practice of deriving theories from qualitative data is GROUNDED THEORY.
· Grounded because the data has primacy over theory because the theme emerges from looking at the data after it has been collected.
· It asks, "How does this social space work?"
· Or, "What controls the formulation of our neighborhoods?"
· Analyzing the data you collect to help you formulate a theory.
EXAMPLES OF URBAN INDUCTIVE THEORY:
· "What attract people most, it would appear, is other people."
· "If there' a lesson in street-watching it is that people do like basics – and as environment go a street that is open to the sky and filled with people and life is a splendid space to be."
· "The human backside is a dimension architects seem to have forgotten."
William H Whyte
IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO CONDUCT A STUDY THAT IS PURELY DEDEUCTIVE OR INDUCTIVE!


EPISTEMOLOGICAL ISSUES vs. ONTOLOGICAL ISSUES: 
Ontology concerns itself with what is true, and on the other hand, epistemology involves the different methods of figuring out that truth. Put in other words, ontology is about the nature of reality and epistemology is about the relationship between the researcher or other person and that reality.
EPISTEMOLOGY:
· One important issue in the social sciences is the question of what should be regarded as acceptable knowledge.
· Positivism affirms the important of following the natural sciences, ( empiricism. )
· Only phenomena confirmed by the senses can be accepted as knowledge.
· A key purpose of theory is to generate a question that can be tested and thereby allow explanations of observed lows and principles to be assessed.
· Knowledge can also be arrived through inductive research.
· Science must be conducted in a way that different researched given the same data will always reach the same conclusion no matter how diff their paths may be AKA INTERSUBJECTIVITY.
· There is a clear distinction between scientific statements which describe how and why certain social phenomena work the way they do and normative statements which outline whether certain acts or social conditions are morally acceptable ( philosophy or religion. )
· In positivism the role of research is to test theories and gather the information necessary for the development of scientific laws.
· Also implies that it's possible to collect observations without any reference to pre-existing theories and to develop new theories on the basis of those observations.
· Interpretivism: it is the role of social scientists to grasp the subjective meanings of people's actions. It is the job of social scientists to gain access to the "common-sense-thinking" of the people they study and interpret people's actions and their social world from the point of view of actors.
· Symbolic interactionism ( George Herbert Mead ) maintains that the individual's self-concept emerges through an appreciation of the perceptions of others. 
· Interactionist argue that interaction takes place in such a way that individuals are continually interpreting the symbolic meaning of their environment and acting on the basis of that imputed meaning.
· The researcher is interpreting other's interpretation.
· Inductive.
· Verstehen*
· Critical social science was a reaction to positivism like interpretivism.
· Klasse an sich, ( a class in itself, an objective reality. ) 
· Klasse fur sich, ( a class for itself, one with an awareness of it's exploitation. )
· These social scientists believe that research should be action-oriented and involve putting one's theoretical and academic positions into practice.
ONTOLOGY:
· Objectivists maintain that there is  a such thing as social reality and it's the job of social scientists to discover what that reality is; we have little or no control over it.
· Constructionists say that there are no facts, only interpretations; we create our social worlds through our actions.
· Soft constructionists say that there may be an objective social reality but that many of our ideas do not reflect it: instead those ideas are constructed to justify or rationalize varies forms of domination.
· Ontological assumptions and commitments affect the way both research questions are formulated and the way research is carried out.
QUANTITATIVE AND QUALITATIVE RESEARCH:
· Quantitative research uses numbers and statistics in the collection and analysis of data while qualitative research relies mainly on words and other non-numerical symbols.
· The main difference is that quantitative researchers rely more on formal and mathematical measurements and analysis techniques that qualitative researchers do. 
· Quantitative research usually entails a DEDUCTIVE approach to the relationship between theory and research in which theory testing is a prime objective.
· Uses the practices of the natural science model and positivism.
· Embodies a view of society as an external, objective reality.
· Qualitative research uses an INDUCTIVE approach in which the generation of theories and interpretations is the main goal.
· Rejects the use of the natural science model and positivists model and replaces them with methodologies that seek to determine how individuals interpret their social world.
· Embodies a constructionist view of social reality; a constantly shifting and emergent property of individual's creations.
INFLUENCES ON THE CONDUCT OF SOCIAL RESEARCH:
VALUES:
· Contributes to bias in research.
· Choice of topic.
· Formulation of the research question.
· Choice of method.
· Formulation of research design and data collection methods.
· Actual  data collection.
· Analysis of data.
· Interpretation  of data.
· Conclusions.
· Research that reflects the personal views of it's researchers would be biased and invalid.
· One way of dealing with the problem of values is to recognize that research cannot be value-free and to try to ensure that values in the research process are acknowledges and made explicit.
· Qualitative research is the preference for feminists ( although this is changing now ) because they can relate to the people under study as human beings rather than research instruments. This demonstrates how strongly values can affect the process of social research.
POLITICS:
· Social researches sometimes take sides.
· Funding from organizing opens the door to political influence.
· Such organizations may seek to invest in studies that will be useful to them and when social researches take part in this, their enter a political arena.
· Morgan ( 2000 ) pointed out that research funded by government is typically empirical and quantitative; tends to be concerned with the short-term costs and benefits of a particular policy and is generally uncritical in the sense that underlying government polices are not questioned.
· Gatekeepers control access to research subjects and are concerned about the researcher's motive and what the organization will gain from the investigation and what it will lose by participating.
· They can also control what questions will be asked, who can and cannot be a focus of study, the amount of time spent with the research participant, the interpretation of the findings, the form the reports will take, and even asking to approve drafts.
· Gaining access is always a matter of negotiations and turn into a political process.
PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS:
· The choice of research orientation, design, or method has to match the specific research question being investigated.
· Research questions:
· May change as the study progresses for a number of reasons like the discovery of new data, limitations in time and other resources.
· Research questions are more specific in quantitative research than in qualitative research.
· They are crucial because they guide the literature speech, decisions about the kind of research decisions to employ, decisions about what data to collect and from whom, the analysis of the data and the writings of the findings.
· Practical considerations can affect decisions made about research methods.
