The Parliamentary system 

· Dual executive 
· Can be divided into the formal executive (head of state) and political executive (head of government)
· The head of state consists of the crown and its representative which are the governor general and provincial lieutenant governors
· The head of state in Canada “oversees” government formation and dissolution of the house
· The political executive or head of government consists of the Cabinet, and the PM 
· The cabinet is selected by the PM and is either elected parliament members or senators
· Fusion of legislative and executive power 
· Fusion of legislative and executive power can be seen as the PM and his selected cabinet are all members of parliament 
· This means they all play a large role in making public policy and passing legislation
· In addition the senate has to consider and revise legislation that the house of commons has approved
· This is important because senators are appointed by the governor general on the advice of the PM
· Responsible government: the question of confidence 
· The constitutional principle according to which the prime minister and the cabinet require the support of a majority of members in the house of commons in order to govern
· If the government can no longer maintain majority support in the house, in other words, if it loses the confidence of the house, it is compelled by constitutional convention to resign, an election must be held to form help form a new government
· At any point in time a member of parliament can choose to hold a vote of confidence 
· If budget bill is not approved by the house then the house of commons must do a vote of confidence to see if there is still support for current government 
· Dissolution of the house 
· Besides a government finishing their term in office, there is another way in which a government can be dissolved 
· The house of commons, but not the senate, can be dissolved at any time by the Queen or the Governor general, conventionally on the advice of the prime minister 
· In case of a constitutional crisis the crown can act on its own
· If the government is refused confidence, the prime minister must either resign and permit another member of the house of commons to form a government, or advise the Governor General to dissolve parliament, upon dissolution an election must then be held
· Therefore the house of commons can make a government fall as a result of a confidence vote, the formality is that the executive branch must then in technical terms dissolve the government
· If government is dissolved this means they cannot pass any legislation however they must look after “caretaker” duties until a new government is formed 
· They must continue to answer phones but they cannot implement any of their desired changes

· Party discipline; majority, minority and coalition government
· At any point in time the house of commons can hold a confidence vote in order to dissolve a government however this does not happen because of party discipline 
· Elected members of a party in the house of commons will act as a unified bloc on issues such as budget and legislation by following their leader, however if members of a governing party were to break rank this could result in the government falling
· Party discipline is maintained by the PM and other party leaders through methods such as expulsion of a member from party caucus, withholding promotion or other rewards from an MP, or refusing to allow him or her to run as party’s candidate in next election
· Party discipline also plays a role in the formation of a government
· The party with the most seats in the house will be able to form a majority, minority or coalition government depending on the number of seats
· If the party has a majority of seats in the house then they will likely have a majority government and can trust that they will be able to pass legislation because of party discipline 
· If the party with most seats does not have a majority of seats in the house then they will likely form a minority government, where in order to pass legislation and govern they must negotiate with other parties in order to have majority of votes
· Minority governments also have the option of working together with another party to form a coalition government and have a majority of seats. In addition a minority government is also at risk of losing their governing power if the other parties in the house decided to form a coalition government resulting in them having more seats in the house.
· However parties avoid coalition governments because the division  of power between two parties can pose problems
· The ‘2008’ Crisis
· In 2008 the conservatives won election and formed a minority government
· Harper became Prime Minister and insisted that that economy in fine shape, many people skeptical
· NDP and liberals plan to form a coalition government
· Conservatives in trouble, harper heads to gov. general and asks her to ‘prorogue’ government
· ‘proroguing” government involves discontinuing parliament without dissolving it
· The gov. general complies and government is prorogued
· During this time Harper takes back economy statements and coalition government talks between liberals and NDP cease 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Government comes back in session and Harper continues with minority government
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