The legislative Branch

House of commons (lower house)
· House for responsible government
· The constitutional principle according to which the prime minister and the cabinet require the support of a majority of members in the house of commons in order to govern. If the government can no longer maintain majority support in the house, in other words, if it loses the confidence of the house, it is compelled by constitutional convention to resign 
· Center of the legislative process
· Many laws in Canada first begin as bills in the house of commons
· Members of the house devote most of their time to debating and voting on bills proposed by the executive government
· Government of the day proposes legislation (PM and cabinet)
· MP’s belonging to that party are expected to support legislation due to party discipline
· MP’s of the opposition or smaller party MP’s can then criticize and scrutinize proposed legislation in committee meetings or in Question period or debates to influence change
· MP’s of Opposition play a much larger role when the ruling government is a minority, this is because they mus receive the support of Opposing MP’s in order to pass legislation
· Committees, question period 
· Within sessions for the house of commons members must also represent their constituent’s views, discuss national issues and call on the government to explain it’s actions 
· Question period is a time for MP’s to voice their constituent’s views usually
· Committees which are groups formed of senators, members of parliament or both, are selected to study a specific subject or bill and write a report about it 
· Party representation on committees reflects the party standings in the house
· This means members of different parties can make up committees but in this environment there is much more cooperation with each other as opposed to the house of commons chamber where all MP’s are present 
· The members of parliament: ‘nobodies’ away from the hill
· Trudeau once said that away from Parliament members become nobodies
· This is because they are not recognized 
· If you are an MP you don’t have individuality because you express your party’s position 
· MP’s are not normally recognized nor do they receive public praise, they are not in situation where they can get known
· However MP’s do have level of control
· They must work with their constituency, the house of commons, and cabinet ministers
· The question of provincial representation
· Representation of regions in the house of commons changes every 20 years or so in accordance with population growth
· One MP in the house might represent 20,000 constituents while another MP represents 4500 people
· In this situation the MP of a larger population has bigger platform to work with which in effect might give him more leverage to influence change
· Provincial governments, regional spokespersons in the federal cabinet, and regional blocs of MP’s within the party caucuses are, in about that order of importance, vastly more significant in representing regional interests

* In sum the house of commons is at the centre of legislation, representation, and Providing Opposition to executive government. * 


The Senate (Upper house) aka Unelected legislative body

· The upper house of Parliament, made of 105 senators
· Senator: person appointed to the Upper House of Parliament by the Governor General on the advice of the Prime Minister. They represent a region of Canada
· Canada divided into four regions with 24 senators for Ontario, 24 for Quebec, 24 for maritime provinces and 24 for western provinces
· Senators appointed by governor general on advice of PM and cabinet

· History
· Around the time of 1860 there was belief that an upper house of non-elected members consisting of wealthy , elitist landowners would prove effective as a “sober second thought” group after legislation approved by the house of commons
· So the Senate was established and at its core was a conservative value system
· Roles and Functions
· In theory, government legislation must be approved by House of commons and the senate for it to become official law
· However due to the “undemocratic” nature of the senate being un-elected officials they rarely veto or delay legislation 
· Another role of the senate is to pick up flaws in legislation that have passed through the house, highlighting confusing wording or language which may produce loopholes in a law (not explicitly provided role)
· Works as regional representation of Canada with 24 senators from each region 
· Senate also takes on another explicit role which is investigating social and political issues facing the country 
· Options for reform
· Much talk of reform after recent Senate scandal 
· Not only this but many believe the work of the senate is not necessary 
· The Supreme Court Reference
· In 2013 the federal government submitted a reference to the supreme court asking whether it had the constitutional authority to proceed unilaterally in reforming the senate to establish limited terms for senators and eliminate property qualifications for senators, and whether and how much provincial consent might be needed to abolish the senate
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Several of the provinces, supported by some constitutional experts, took the position that provincial consent, and certainly the consent of their province, would be necessary for any reform of the senate 
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