The electoral system

The Uninominal majoritarian system (first-past-the-post)
· Canada divided into 338 single-member constituencies or “ridings”
· Voters can only vote in the constituency in which they have been enumerated and for one of the candidates running in that constituency
· In any  constituency, the candidate with the greatest number of votes is elected for this riding
· Winning a riding represents a seat in parliament 
· End of election night the party with most ridings/seats wins
· Recent election liberals finished with 184/338 seats which is 54% therefore they formed a majority government

Current and past debates on the electoral system
· Liberals have recently made promise that they are going to look into changing electoral system
· It seems that most citizens in Canada do not have an issue with the electoral system
· BC has formed a citizens assembly to look at differences among political systems and they are going to evaluate them and do a referendum 
· Liberals have voiced support for a “preferential vote”, when you go to ballot you order the candidates in order of those you like the most 
· There are a number of different methods to this style of voting but essentially the parties that are high on a ranked list will bode very well in an election, benefits the liberals because they are more centralist 
· Wouldn’t benefit conservatives because usually people hate them or love them 
· What needs to be considered with a preferential system is that parties that would normally finish either first or last would be forced to adapt and change their strategy 
· Changing an electoral system changes the rules of the game

Effects of FPP (first-past-the post)
· Favours big parties at the expense of small parties 
· Smaller parties with less MP’s than larger parties across the country are at a disadvantage because even if they are popular in certain areas there needs to be an MP to vote for 
· Also people might be inclined to vote for a small party in a constituency but neglect to because they know the likelihood of them forming a government is very unlikely 
· Favours regional parties at the expense of national parties 
· For example the Bloc Quebecois which are favourable in Quebec due to French speaking people which the party fights for might be favoured because there are 74 seats in Quebec likely to be a majority of BQ seats
· Loses a lot of votes 
· One of the major issue is the loss of votes
· The percentage of votes and percentage of seats won by a party can be disproportionate 
· The green party could finish with 7-8% of votes across Canada but end up with absolutely no representation in the house due to losing in each individual riding 
· It is possible for a party to receive the most votes across the country but not win the most seat in the house 
· Tends to produce two-party or two-party plus systems and therefore, favours majority governments
· To build off the last point a party can form a majority government without having a majority of the seats
· Tactical voting 
· Also people might be inclined to vote for a small party in a constituency but neglect to because they know the likelihood of them forming a government is very unlikely 


Effects of Proportional representation systems
· Would eliminate riding system
· Each party lists 100 people with potential of going to parliament, this is order in which they go to parliament
· 29% of vote for party means first 29 people on list 
· More representative of popular votes
· The number of representatives elected by each party coincides with its share of the popular vote 
· Every vote counts which can possibly encourage participation
· Favours national parties at the expense of regional parties
· Usually leads to multiparty systems and, therefore, minority or coalition governments
· Because people realize their vote for smaller parties could lead to more representation in parliament, smaller parties gain strength 
· Because of the increasing strength of smaller parties creates a multi-party system in which likelihood of majority government diminished and so parties might be forced to work together in order to achieve majority 
· Weaker link between citizens and representatives 
· Citizens don’t have same input on who they want to see in parliament like they could get in a riding system
· This is because the party chooses the order of the list that sees people go into parliament 
· Voters forced to vote on party as a whole rather than a candidate they really like
· Might favour equality between men and women
· Parties might refrain from putting women candidates near bottom of list for fear of receiving criticism from public for obvious move
· [bookmark: _GoBack]may have been easier for this type of act to blend in in a riding system  because women candidates may have been put in a riding where their opponent is very popular and odds of winning are low, easy for party to hide sexist move
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