Thursday we will look at the current electoral system and what changes we can see in the electoral system. Will receive paper next Monday. 

Parties. Electoral system

1.The NDP.
· the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation (1932-1961).
· the Broadbent years (1975-1989)
· the 'dark years': 1989-2003
· the Jack Layton years: 2003-2011
· the 2011 elections: the breakthrough
· 2014: a return to reality
· Thomas Mulcair and current leadership issues


· From 1867-1932-33 we had a two party system 
· In 1933 a new party created that would become NDP
· A different name, western roots/social democratic
· A party born in western provinces in farming communities 
· Left of centre party with focus on agriculture
· Belief federal government needs to provide assistance to farming communities
· Late 1980s when reform party develops, western people who typically voted CCF and NDP switched too reform 
· NDP changed fundamentally in 1980s (will come back to that)
· CCF becomes new democratic party in 1960’s
· Beginnings are rough 
· NDP doesn’t do well late 60’s
· Liberal government is bad for NDP, they vie for same pool of voters
· NDP traditionally does better when conservatives are in power and there is some type of scandal with liberals
· NDP don’t profit from Conservative scandal, not same voters
· NDP had prominent leader, Ed Broadbent
· Broadbent did a lot to help party survive 
· Under Broadbent, NDP started transition to more urban social democratic/socialist party 
· People either describe themselves as social democratics or socialists under the heading NDP
· Social democrats broadly accept liberal capitalist system and they want more regulation in market
· Being socialist in Canada is rare
· Socialists ideally would like the end of the market 
· NDP under Broadbent supported the charter 
· NDP has typically been supportive of minorities 
· Closeness with liberals on matters sometimes poses voter problem
· NDP under Broadbent typically did well between elections
· Until quite recently the NDP seemed to be the third party in the house 
· Some parties purpose is to influence the makeup of Canadian politics by providing a different opinion 
· One of key problems of NDP was in Quebec 
· The NDP never able to elect members in the province
· Part of reasoning is NDP wanted to develop national programs and Quebec sense of their nationalism did not agree to this 
· NDP shut out in western provinces at some point because they were thought to be “old guard” 
· Typically have not had not had any success federally
· In late 80’s-90’s the NDP played very small role in politics 
· New branding of NDP in 2003 with Jack Layton
· First thing the helps NDP is that Jack Layton is from Toronto
· “transformation” of NDP is complete , typical voter western farmer is no longer the look 
· Becomes more urban, not as close to trade unions 
· Focus on younger voter, and the rights of cultural minorities, sexual minorities, modern left wing party 
· Layton does have connections with Quebec
· Party under Layton similar to Broadbent, does well in polls but when it comes to election time people become afraid 
· Back to 90’s quick, NDP governed Ontario and Ontario people didn’t like it 
· Back to 2011, NDP catches another break
· Quebec begins voting NDP and stops voting Bloc
· This is unusual because Quebec had never voted CCF or NDP government since 1932
· NDP soon to be in good position to replace Liberals as one of top two parties in Canada
· Layton dies, and NDP makes important decision with next move 
· NDP opts for someone is a bit of an outsider, Tom Mulcair 
· Tom Mulcair is French, not typically a centralist (in the past had even been approached by liberals, and Conservatives) 
· NDP would have somebody that helps them compete for power and not just shaping the agenda from the left 
· Miscalculation of Mulcair was that he thought he had left voters and moved more centrally be focusing on issues of balancing budget and avoiding deficit 
· Another thing that went wrong for NDP was that when it came closer to vote people moved towards liberals because they felt they had better chance of taking out conservatives 
· There was the idea that Mulcair acted one way when in Quebec and another when in different section of country, those in Quebec did not like that 
· When Mulcair lost election there was belief maybe within the NDP that mulcair was brought into win and he did not do that, thought that he wasn’t a long time NDP so he should not be kept in leadership role
· There will be leadership review for NDP
· 

2.The Bloc québécois
· the product of the death of Meech Lake.
· 1993: official opposition
· 1993-2011: a solid hold on Québec
· the uncertain future of the BQ


· The Bloc was the result of the death of Meech Lake
· Ideologically the block was not clear 
· Initial members were conservatives and liberals
· Was a nationalist party 
· In 93 election fielded candidates all over Quebec 
· Bloc initative was to keep going till changes similar to those wanted in Meech lake would be accepted 
· A party that was telling Quebecers that they stood their for them
· 2011 for Bloc was maybe beginning of end, go from 60 seats to about 4 
· its future is highly uncertain
· next election could be a decisive change, elimination of bloc perhaps?
· 

3.The Green Party
· from marginality to relevance?
· Elizabeth May
· a tough time in this electoral system.


· We have election system that works against small parties 
· Extremely marginal from a seat position
· Ideological party, not a “catch all” party 
· Will stick to its belief 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]
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