
Lecture 3

The Gods

I. The Olympians
a) Offspring of Rhea and Cronus (the ‘it’ couple among the titans)

· Hestia (Vesta)
· Goddess of the harth
· Have a communal Hestia where the public worship and so on.
· Didn’t do much to mythology but was very important to Religion.
· Known to be one of the virgin goddesses
· Hades (Pluto)
· wasn’t an evil figure among the greeks, was very solemn and serious
· The god of the underworld
· One of the most respected of a gods in a very serious way
· Rape of Persephenie the daughter of Demeter and Zeus
· holds a staff showing his authority
·  Poseidon (Neptune)
· Important in a lot of myths, more active than Hades
· Main of the male gods, controls the sea
· Highly respective gods, very serious, not as serious as Hades and very unpredictable and easily angered. 
· a.k.a Earth Shaker; shakes the earth when there’s an earthquake. 
· No city wanted to take him as their patron deity, Athena won the contest.
· Portrayed as muscular with a full beard so he looks similar to Zeus
· holds a trident
· Demeter (Ceres)
· Fertility goddess
· Quite important in religion
· Goddess of the Eleusinian mysteries centered in Athens
· She’s connected with the Eleusinian mysteries
· Older generation of the olympians, is a mature women
· Attributes is usually a staff and a sheath of wheat
· Hera (Juno)
· Characteristic is diverse, always shrewish (nagging) Zeus especially about his sexual escapades. 
· Vindictive; heroes perused by hera. The goddess of marriage and child birth and family from the female side
· Majestic;
· Portrayed as a mature women
· Zeus (Jupiter/Jove)
· Main attributes; the lightning bolt and his bird the eagle.
· Upholder of justice of the universe
· Sometimes called Zeus Xenios; who protects guest friendships
· Human foibles like where he always screws around with other women, got really angry when people got in his face. boasts about his strength.
· Limited in power where aphrodite boasts that she has more power than Zeus. Zeus is chained by Hera, poseidon and athena and is rescued by Thetis.
· Supreme in power 
b) Offspring of Zeus and
·  Hera
·  Ares (Mars) the god of destructive war. Positive war was embodied by Athena.
·  Aros is the most famous offspring
·  Mocked and despised in myths
·  Portrayed as a young man, no full beard
·  To the Romans the version of Mars were much more important than to the Greeks
·  Hephaestus (Vulcan)
·  Close to Hera
·  Was born alone without the help of Zeus
·  Known as the gods of craftsmanship; particularly connected with craftsmanship like making the metal into swords
·  Had a bunch of golden female robots; fembots, where they do everything he wants
·  Also the god of fire as well as destructive fire
·  Chaining down Prometheus 
·  Disabled; has a disability in his foot where he limps
·  a craftsman wasn’t considered a noble person, farmers were.
·  Craftsman would be considered foreigners 
·  Married to Aphrodite (ef. Ares with Aphrodite) And aphrodite was cheating on him with Ares
·  Hebe
· The embodiment of youthful beauty
·  Becomes the wife of Hercules
·  Ganymede takes over Hebe’s position, not a god he’s a hero like with the trojan
·  Tros is Ganymede’s father, Zeus sent divine horses to Tros because his son was going to become a mortal
·  Eileithyia
·  Goddess of childbirth, closely associated with Hera
·  Leto; is a titaness
·  Apollo (Apollo)
·  God of music, poetry
·  Worshipped him as a god of healing, the Romans
·  Traditionally he was seen as the embodiment of the greek ideal of beauty
·  Artemis (Diana)
·  Twin sister of Apollo
·  Goddess of wild beasts and hunters and is a virgin goddesses 
·  Metis
·  Athena (Minerva)
·  Very masculine goddess, closest to the mind of Zeus
·  Domestic arts and wisdom, positive side of warfare creative and defensive
·  Dione
·  Aphrodite (venus)
·  Maia (is a nymph; minor goddess of a cave or a mountain)
·  Hermes (Mercury)
·  The main messenger god was swift like the wind, god of the businessman and the thieves
·  Is a clever trickster
·  Semele! (was a princess of the greek city of Thebes)
·  Dionysus (Bacchus)
c) Olympian LIst:
· (Hestia), (Hades), Demeter, Poseidon, Hera, Zeus, Ares, Aphrodite, Apollo, Artemis, Athena, Hephaestus, Hermes, Dionysus
II. Nature of the Gods
a) Anthropomorphic (like humans)
·  Cheated on spouses, nagged on each other and fought among themselves like a family
b)  Idealized
·  They were embodiments of a certain part of the natural worlds
·  Pleasure was the goal or like the absence of turmoil 
c)  Immortal
·  The gods are immortals and they drank nectar and ambrosia is the food of gods, ichor is the blood that streams in their body. They also look like humans
·  Humans drank wine, didn’t eat ambrosia and had blood instead and were mortal

