The conservative Party. The NDP

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Conservativism of Macdonald is very different from most recent Harper 
· 
· The early Conservative Party
· 
· Conservative party tried to use state to improve ..
· Lots of conservative parties created new social programs
· Party linked to Britain and British empire 
· Abit elitish but felt there was duty of government to help the poor elements of society 
· 
· The Progressive-Conservative Party (1942)
· Becomes progressive conservative party in 1942
· This is interesting because the name is kind of contradictory 
· However it expressed the notion that the conservative party had progressive qualities 
· Conservative in that it was slightly deterred from making radical changes but ..
· It was often leadership that shaped party in this earlier time 
· They were fairly unsuccessful though 
· Joe Clark was a nice man with very suspect kind of political approach, he lasted only 9 months?
· Years in opposition (1960-1984, except for th Joe Clark government in 1979)
· Fiscally conservative but socially progressive was their kind of slogan around this time
· 
· -The Mulroney years
· yielded the largest majority around that time 
· base of party in western provinces 
· conservatives did very well in Ontario in these years as well
· Mulroney years you had a soft Quebec Nationalists that voted Conservative in this time
· Mulroney was very unpopular when he left 
· He did the Meech Lake Accord, Free trade agreement, and the GST tax 
· Many liberals and large portions of populations did not like these things
· Free trade agreement and GST tax are still present in government today, which says something
· Interesting government was the Mulroney one 
· Conservative Mulroney government was bold, however it may have been reduced because of this boldness as party was reduced to 2 seats in the future election
· Mulroney gov. left party in terrible shape 
· Mulroney was able to add quebec component 
· Important policies, very controversial ones 
· Mulroney years create backlash among conservatives in western provinces 
· Cons in west were unhappy that Mulroney spent so much time trying to meet needs of Quebec 
· Cons in west thought their voices were being muzzled
· From historical perspective this could be sentiment of western alienation
· Western provinces unfairly treated through history of federation- that’s what they believe
· When west came into confederation there was treatment that did not seem fair 
· Although ownership of natural resources originally was given it wasnt guaranteed til 1930s 
· Price of oil was controlled in the 1980s-not liked by western provinces
· in
· -The Reform and Canadian alliance era (1993-2003)
· -The Harper years
· cons form minority governemtn till 2011
· there were challenges for cons 
· eventually formed majority governments
· Harper gov. was interesting party for political scientists
· They were fairly ideological
· Spending restraints
· More social and more traditional- 
· focus on idea of Canadian sovereignty
· focus on Canadian military
· focus on navy
· were interested in changing Canada’s vision of peace keeper
· Wanted to engage in wars
· Make punishment harsher for criminals
· Cons felt it wronghanded that there be spending within provincial jurisdiction
· Support for independence in Quebec decreases during time of Cons- doesn’t mean causation
· Different approach on governance
· Harper liked to control things
· Give clear parameters to ministers about what should be done and not be done
· Trying to stay on top of different things
· Cons under harper became well organized
· Will the party change again? 




The Reform party
· a lot of conservative members of parliament did not like Meech Lake 
· these conservatives felt western provinces deserved more attention
· if you were a western conservative in these days your voice may have gone unheard
· so there needed to be a new vehicle/party developed 
· Son of old social credit party took it upon himself to form a new party 
· Very humbe beginnings in 1980
· Really upon the issue that Meech Lake did not consider western province concern
· This party represented western alienation
· Argued that Canadian politics needed to be restructured
· Felt that government was run by central elitists and that there was corruption
· Reform party argued that federal politics in Canada was wielded by Ontario and western provinces were devoided any power
· So there was the expression of alienation
· One early slogan of this party was “the West wants in”
· Was not a call for sussesion but the western provinces wanted more consideration and more power
· Was a populous party; this means that the way of looking at politics there was the elite and then there was the people 
· Belief that man of the elite were corrupt 
· However the fact was that populous parties had never experienced being in power and claimed that they had never had corruption or greed and would represent the people because of this 
· Reform party had proposal they called the “recall” 
· Came up with idea that if constituents had voted for member of parliament and after a few years they could take back their vote and help take the person out of power 
· Reform party also brought the Triple E senate idea 
· Felt that if senators were elected and effective and if there was equal representation in the senate per province than this would finally give power to Western provinces 
· Reform party western based populous party
· Power should be with the people and condemned the elitists of old parties 
· Radical proposals- Triple E senate
· Reform senate so western provinces could have more power
· Reform was opposed to basic policies that Trudeau had implemented 
· Socially this party was quite religious 
· Concerned with traditional family and the order of things
· This was a clearly ideological party 
· Challenge o
· After 93 the idea that reform party was country wide was different
· Politics in 90s was very fragmented, many different options
· Reform was fiscally conservative party that would have left eastern provinces devastated
· Another problem for reform was conservative party was still there in 
· Preston manning felt that the name “reform party” could not achieve federal gov. with name like that 
· There was even notion that Manning would have to go in order to become fed. Gov. 
· Manning was polarized figure
· Manning thought if he ditched reform he would have change
· 2000 reform party disbands
· keep same ideas but but essentially start from scratch
· became thought that maybe ther could be a merge with cons. 
· Reform ends 
· A reaction to the Mulroney government.
· A consequence of Western alienation.
· Populism; social and fiscal conservatism;
· Some radical policy proposals: Triple E Senate ; the recall and other forms of direct democracy; opposition to bilingualism and multiculturalism policy.
· The leadership of Preston Manning
· 1997: Official opposition.
· The difficulty in making progress East of Manitoba.
· -2000: the end of Reform and the creation of the Canadian Alliance
· leader of Canadian alliance won by Albertan Stock well day 
· Stock well day era became comical in sense
· The rebranding of the reform brand did not work
· Even during the time of Canadian alliance members of parliament refused to call them that. Still considered them to be the same old reform party “Dangerous rednecks” 
· When progressive conservatives gained new leader Peter Mckay 
· 
· 2003: the merger with the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada
· reform tried and tried again 
· 
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