Political parties. The Liberal party of Canada

· The nature and and functions of parties. 
· Party systems. 
· The evolution of the Canadian party system. 
· The two-party system: 1867-1933. 
· The two-party plus system: 1933-1993 
· The multiparty system: 1993-2011
· Back to a two party plus system ?  
· Understanding parties in Canada: Brokering and Canadian politics.
· The Liberal Party of Canada
· Historically we can conclude that the liberal party does govern most of the time
· There were strongholds that liberal party could always count on for votes
· Early on from 20century to 1980 we had a lot of liberal government 
· Had another liberal government from 90’s to early 2000’s
· 
· Historical background: 'the natural' party of government
· The Pierre Trudeau vision
· Established multiculturalism 
· In the 1980’s that was the dark days 
· Internally divided upon free trade agreement, meech lake accord and the struggle for leadership that would culminate in 1990 when Jean Chretien became the leader 
· The Liberals in the 1980s: the rift over federalism
· The Chrétien and Martin years
· Shaped configuration of parliament 
· 90s was a nice time to be federal liberal
· wiping out of progressive conservative party 
· progressive conservative party was still there but was weakened 
· interesting feature of liberal party of 90s and 2000’s was the number of their Ontario seats 
· there was election in 90s when liberal won all but one seat in Ontario
· Key to success of liberals in this time was that while people voted for the centre/left was typically liberal whereas those voting on the right had their vote divided amongst the two different conservative parties 
· mid 90’s was when govs. Made deficit elimination a high priority 
· there were major cuts in these years
· managed to balance better
· cutting transfers to provinces 
· decision not to go to war in Iraq was a big one: lots of pressure to follow lead of US government and send troops in
· end of liberal government in early 2000s was surprising 
· towards end of Chretien government, Paul Martin was chosen successor 
· interestingly Chretien was forced out, lots of caucaus members said its time for change
· this is unusual because his own party was asking for change
· Chretien decides to leave and Martin steps into his place 
· The Sponsorship Scandal was the downfall of the liberals
· Chretien had invested money in placing lots of advertisement in Quebec during festivals to get more support for government 
· Money for this was mismanaged and money had gone missing (civil servants had taken money?) 
· Lots of money mismanaged 
· Chretien stategy was to deny, deny and then finally say that the RCMP was looking into it. He claimed that civil servants had gone rogue 
· There was the belief that Chretien set Martin up
· Martin came to power and said he was mad as hell  and was going to look more into what had happened 
· While originally this program was to increase the support of French Canadians it backfired and made Quebec angry because they felt like government was trying to buy them off
· Liberal party falls and next ten years are those of the opposition
· Liberals then fell into struggle of trying to find new leader 
· Dion came along and was not quite the right fit, next for the liberals was Michael Ignatieff who did not bode very well
· Conservatives ad targeted that Ignatieff had been out of country for 25 years and was only just visiting 
· 
· The  present-day Liberal Party
· Before the last election it wasn’t until the last few weeks that it became clear that the liberals were going to win
· Belief that liberals took easy way out by choosing Trudeau for name recognition rather than finding someone with a lot of experience in politics 
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