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Federalism: Policy Dimensions
· Federalism and health care.
· Provinces run healthcare in Canada
· The Federal government plays role in healthcare
· Federal government provides provinces with resources
· The Canada Health Act is federal legislation but it is linked to revenues
· The federal government is also responsible for the health of aboriginal people
· Easy for Feds to put provinces in bad situations
· Public health equally shared between provinces/ feds
· In terms of legislation and policy the provinces are responsible 
· ..and social policy
· [bookmark: _GoBack]welfare policy 
· unemployment insurance
· old-age pensions
· smaller things; disability insurance
· Things that help government limit social risks 
· Who does what when it comes to social policy? Provinces run welfare; if you fall below certain poverty level you 
· Feds run the unemployment insurance program; amendment came in 1940 that established this 
· Federal government runs Old age pensions
· There is one province that runs their own Old age pensions and that is Quebec
· Ontario is interested in establishing own pension plan
· ...and environmental policy.
· What does this look like?
· There are only small aspects of environmental policy within other fields like agriculture, economic development
· Right now there are federal and provincial people responsible for environmental policy 
· Environmental policy is a split field
· ...and immigration.
· Immigration is a split responsibility 
· Concurrent power
· Old colonies had decision making power
· At time of 1867, provinces didn’t want to relinquish power
· There is one power only given to feds
· They Control “Canadian citizenship”
· Feds predominantly look after Immigration 
· Provinces now are becoming increasingly interested in who they want to see come to their provinces 
· Decades ago provinces were disinterested 
· Manitoba now is really interested in immigrant selection 
· There are two things that escape the abilities of provinces; refugees 
· Federal government does not have to consult provinces when allowing refugees 
· Aboriginal issues are 
· ...and law and order (justice)
· is a split between Federal and provincial 
· criminal law is a federal responsibility 
· civil law is provincial 
· if you do something violent that’s criminal law, if you harm someone else that is criminal 
· The administration of some prisons where criminals are sent is provincial responsibility 
· Feds send people to jail while provinces are administration for jails
· Public security has provincial/federal ties
· ...and financial regulation.
· Concurrent power
· Would expect feds to be in control which is true for most part
· However provinces have security regulation of stock markets
· Feds wanted one security reg. for stock market
· Provinces argued this, however feds believed that financial regulation should be one regulated system
· Provinces took the federal gov. to court
· Feds argued that they owned trade and commerce however provinces argued they had property
· Another provincial argument was that they had always done the regulation
· Courts settled in favour of provinces
· ....and trade and commerce.
· Appears as is stated in 1867 constitution 
· Feds in control
· 
· ...and foreign afffairs
· assumption that anything international would be federal, however there is nothing stated in constitution that would support this
· Of course most international relations belong to feds
· However provinces are not forbidden from forming there own international relations
· Quebec for example has relations with France
· Varies greatly from province to province
· Feds accepted that provinces can form relations so long as it doesn’t contradict the federal diplomatic agreements with other governments
· International treaties: if federal government signed treaty that had areas that fell within provincial jurisdiction than they would have to consult all provinces and determine if they are on board. Free trade agreement with US divided Canada because provinces could not agree on aspects. Ontario was okay with it however Manitoba was not because implications on trade market. Trade market is mostly federal issue however some trade issues would affect provinces and they were not happy. Another treaty late 1990s had to do with environment. Mulroney signed treaty without consulting provinces, treaty never ended up being respected. 
· ...industrial (employment) relations.
· Mainly provincial jurisdiction
· Everything related to labour laws is provincial 
· 
· ;...and language and culture.
· Not really discussed in 1867 constitution 
· Both levels of government can legislate when it comes to language
· Provinces try to control legislation concerning language because of linguistic minorities
· However federal government has passed legislation previously stating that Canada is bilingual 
· Quebec also previously passed legislation stating that French is the official language of the province
· Federal government arguable more invested in culture than provinces
· In terms of policy federal government is more active than provinces
· 
· ...and education.
· Canada does not have federal department of education
· Provinces responsible for primary, secondary, and university education
· Legislation is mostly provincial
· However feds control financial aspect of education
· Education ministers from provinces meet and discuss topics without including federal government 
· Provinces are autonomous in terms of designing education system
· 
· ...and natural ressources (energy policy).
· Provinces have ownership of natural resources
· There seem to be clauses pointing to provincial jurisdiction
· Pierre Trudeau government began regulating price of oil
· This diminished Alberta revenues
· 1982 constitutional act, provinces fought for natural resources being the property of the provinces and won
· provinces own the exploitation and development of natural resources
Federalism: Political dimensions.
· Multinational or 10 equal provinces?
· The two competing versions ^
· Instutional perspective you look at map of Canada you see 10 provinces (equal provinces)
· The other version is anchored in 1867 compromise, Canada is Multinational federation. Composed of 2 federations or more
· This overrides idea that there is 10 provinces in Canada
· These vision greatly affect the country
· Quebec mostly sees Canada as a combination of two different nations 
· Last decade Quebecers have added Aboriginal peoples as nation of its own
· Most other provinces this isn’t the case

Rick mercer vs. Quebec Party leader
· Rick believes
· Quebec leader saying that 
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