
Lecture 2 (Chapter 3)

Creation
I. Variety of Accounts
a) Philosophical
·  Natural Philosophers (6th - 5th BC)
·  Gave a natural mythological of the world
·  Thales was the original natural philosopher was composed and arose from water
·  Air was the one principle was where the world arise from
·  Epicureans (ca 300 BC)
·  Atheistic because there were no divine guidance of the formation of the universe that they were only atoms and that it shifted to form the universe
·  Distinctive view of the creation of the world
b) Mythical
·  Homer: Oceanus and Tethys
·  Is the god that surrounds the whole world, so like an ocean that surrounds the countries
·  Ovid: Eclectic
·  The most important Roman source, took a lot of the greek myths and put it in his own versions
·  Takes a lot of mythical and philosophical accounts as well
II. Hesiod’s Account
a) Background Issues

· Inspiration: the muses -- the truth: in contrast to other versions?
· Wrote two things; Theogony = the creation of the gods and of the world and also Works and Days 
· The muses gave the myth writers their authority
· FROM the Muses of Helicon; let us begin our singing... And they told me to sing/ of the family of blessed ones who are for ever, and first and last always sing to themselves; where he’s singing about the gods and the muses
· Purpose
· origins; to explain where everything came from in particular the world and the gods
· Praise gods, especially Zeus. To make people reassured about the world. Zeus rules the universe, is a relatively stable place; it’s not about the past but what it’s like now.
· Justify political realities; was aristocratic
b) Account of Creation

·  Primeval Elements (a.k.a gods)
·  Things that just were there without knowing the origins
·  Chaos; A chasm, gap or emptiness
·  Priority of Chaos; is the only primeval element and that earth and tartarus comes from Chaos.
·  Earth (Gaia/ge); Geography comes from ge. Is a physical feature
·  Tartarus; Is the broad idea of the underworld
·  Eros; Represents a force of desire. Erotic comes from eros. Is the male god of love.
·  1st Generation Gods
·   Earth and Heaven (Gaia and Ouranos (Greek) a.k.a Uranus (Latin))
·  Asexually Gaia produces Heaven, mountains and sea (Pontos) creates them at the same time
·  The female is primary and then produces her male consort
·  Sexually Gaia (with Ouranos) produces 12 Titans (6 male and 6 female, they’re antimorphic gods where they look like humans), Cyclopes, Hecatonchires (Hundred-Handers)
·  2nd Generation Gods
·  Oceanus & Tethys; were titans, Gods of the sea like water gods. Produced 3,000 Oceanids (female babies, nymphs, minor goddesses) and 3,000 Rivers (gods)
·  Hyperion (the sun) & Theia (feminine word for god); produced features, gods/goddesses of the sky
·  ex) Helius (The son of the Sun--main sun god), Selene (moon), Eos (Dawn)
·  Cronus and Rhea; the it couple. They produce the next generation of gods; Zeus, Poseidon, Hades, Hera, Hestia, Demeter, they become the olympians where they are gods and rule the universe
·  Castration of Heaven
·  Heaven said that they had to stay in the womb which is underground. Cronus castrated Ouranos and is now in control of the universe
·  From blood- furies, giants, meliae (the nymphs of the ash trees), the blood is like semen
·  From genitals- Aphrodite
·  Aphrodite springs from the foam
·  Cronus and Zeus
·  Cronus is threatened by his off-spring and he ate his children because he thinks they’re going to take over his position
·  Rhea tricks Cronus by hiding the sixth born which is Zeus, and gives Cronus a rock and tries to deceive the rock as a baby
·  Zeus forces Cronus to throw up the babies and then the group of 6 becomes the olympians
·  Titanomachy (the war of the titans); machy = battle/war
·  Where the titans and the olympians come and battle to rule for the universe, so father and son come to battle
·  Long 10 year battle
·  Zeus wins by throwing rocks and lightning bolts
·  Typhonomachy
·  Typhoeus a.k.a Typhon, where it’s fighting against Zeus and the other olympians for the rule of universe
·  The off-spring of Earth and mates with Tartarus and produces Typhoeus, where it has 100 snake heads growing from his shoulders with eyes that flash fire
·  Typhoeus is the source of violent winds, overthrows Zeus
·  Compare with Gigantomachy; represents the force of chaos it’s similar to typhonomachy
·  Birth of Athena; First wife of Zeus is Metis (thought or intelligence), and she’s swallowed by Zeus. Came from Zeus’s head. Becomes the favorite of all his children.
c) Interpretation
·  Historical
·  2000 BC, Greek speaking people came down from the North and met with cultures which worshipped a mother goddess. Greeks were patriarchal were taking over and conquering the Mediterranean who were matriarchal.
·  Psychological
·  Zeus rules supreme of the moral societies? Zeus controls the physical universe where natural disasters happens
·  Eastern Influence
·  Heavily influenced by creative myths from the East
·  Enuma Elish?
Creation of Mortals

Introduction: Much Variety

· Wide varieties of humans in Roman mythology
·  Zeus is called father in men and gods
· Ovid says that he has no idea who’s the creator of the world
I. Hesiod’s Versions
a) Five Ages of Humanity
·  Gold
·  Cronus was ruling and the race of people who were created by the Olympian gods, were care free
·  The Earth covered them when they fell asleep
·  Silver
·  Much inferior than the gold
·  Completely different than the golden, lived 100 years as infants and then has a swift adulthood
·  Unkind and unjust to each other and didn’t worship the gods
·  Bronze
·  Made by Zeus
·  Not like the silver
· Huge powerful men
·  They live in Bronze houses and used bronze
·  Better than the silver, they weren’t impious to the gods or to one another
·  Heroes
·  Zeus created them more righteous and noble, they’re more adjust than the bronze age people
·  When they die, it goes back to the golden age?
·  Iron 
·  Live in continual toil and labour
·  It gets worse and worse, where they abuse friends and family members and don’t respect any laws. No laws except the law of the fist or any weapon.
·  It gets so bad that shame and indignation leave the Earth
b) Pandora

·  Opening the box of evils is not the central part of the story in Hesiod’s version. Also found in the Theogany, mostly emphasis the punishment of Prometheus (titans and sided with the side of gods), he was chained to a rock and the eagle would go and eat his liver everyday since the liver grew back because he’s a mortal and was punished by Zeus. 
·  Background: Prometheus (before thought)
·  Killed an ox and made two piles of foods; one for humans and the other for gods. One pile had nice meat on top and bones under was for Zeus and the gods. The human had ugly stuff on top and nice meat underneath.
·  Aetion is a background story to why it is done and how it originated. This story is an aetion and it’s about when they sacrificed an animal to the gods and that the humans got the best part of the animals while the gods got the bones.
·  Started a problem b/w Prometheus and Zeus. Prometheus is always looking for the good of humans. Zeus is angry and withholds fire from humans. 
·  Prometheus tricks Zeus and steals fire
·  Creation of Pandora: “At once he made an affliction for mankind to set against the fire.” Every gift
·  Punishment for Prometheus stealing the fire from Zeus
·  Gave beauty, charm, talent. Formed her under the commands from Zeus. Aphrodite gave her grace and desire. Hermes gave her the mind of a bitch and the morals of a thief. Athena gave her skills to weave and stuff.
·  looks like the nice stuff outside but nasty on the inside, which is like a punishment.
·  Result: Epimetheus (after thought)’ folly
·  Accepted the gift of Pandora because he didn’t think it was a bad thing.
·  Significance of the Story
·  Origins of evil (alt: suffering from cycle of procreation)
·  Hope: good or evil?
·  Hope stays inside the jar. To the ancient greeks, hope wasn’t a good thing it was a negative thing because it gets your hopes up and then dashes down your hopes.
·  Why is there one good thing in the box, that’s why it’s considered an evil. Hope is just like pandora; it looks good on the surface but evil on the inside.
·  On the surface it has a potentially positive aspect to it
·  Aeschlyus wrote a play “Prometheus Bound”, and talks about a particular gift for human kind. Planted in humans blind hope.
·  Prometheus
·  Looks like he’s Zeuses buddy but then goes against him after the Titanomachy and supports humans.
·  The world is an ordered place, it’s physically ordered and it’s morally ordered.
·  In the end Prometheus is released by Hercules and that Zeus was really behind it all. Seems to be good, then bad and then ultimately good.
·  role: Trickster and culture god/hero; is clever and manages to outwit Zeus, these two archetypes aren’t found in one person. Culture hero; benefits humanity because he comes up with something clever which advances human culture.
II. Ovid’s Creation
·  Original Creation
· Man is divine/earthy; Either the creator of the whole world created humans from divine seeds. Fiery stuff went up and the muddy stuff went down.
· Nobly upright; because they look up to the heaven
·  Stages of Humanity: Gold, silver, bronze, iron

·  Golden age is like Hesiod’s golden age, needed no laws or courts because they were inherently just. No war and the land produced fruit and didn’t have to work for their fruit, it was just given to them. Didn’t sail on the sea. It’s always spring, everyday.
·  Silver age is when the seasons began, the humans had to make their own shelters and grow agriculture.
·  Bronze age very violent, always going to war. Didn’t think violence was a negative thing because war can bring positive and negative aspects after war.
·  Iron age was the worst, where all hell broke loose. All evil came out of nowhere. Men started sailing on the sea, since it was considered impious. Started mining because they made weapons of iron. They dug up gold which was worse than iron because it made people greedy.
·  Giants
·  Assault heaven the olympian gods by piling them with mountains
·  Zeus destroys the giants with the lightning bolts and get crushed with the mountains they used to pile up on the olympian gods
·  The mud and giant’s blood mixes and humans arises from the mud and blood mixture
·  Completely evil, chaotic and rebellious to the gods
·  Flood: Deucalian and Pyrrha (mortals, actually cousins)
·  Zeus went to King Lycaon’s palace and the king had killed his night guest and fed it to Zeus to see if he was a real god or not.
·  Gods decide to use water and only two mortals who survive the flood. 
·  Sacrifice the Themis, each stone or “bone” that they threw behind them would either turn into a man or woman.

