Monday January 18th 2016- POL2101 

The Evolution of Canadian Federalism 
1)
· What is a federation in comparison to unitary states?
· Theoretically in a federation both levels of government have soverienty
· A federation is a state where there is a division of power between levels of government 
· The division of power in a federation is written within a constitution
· Why is this important?
· Because it is the supreme law, that all other laws must follow
· It is important because a constitution cannot be changed by the decision of one level of government 
· If the federal government wanted to change the constitution they would need consent of the provincial government
· A unitary state has regions of government, but does not have soviernty 
· The centralized government in a unitary state can abolish a lower level of government 
2)
· What creates change in a federation?
· Parties tend to have different views about distribution of power between federal and provincial levels of government 
· Parties on the right tend to favour decentralization more ‘
· Parties on the left such as social democratic parties tend to favour more centralization
· Societal and cultural change: 
· sometimes change comes from the long term evolution of society
· different areas of public policy increase in importance or decrease
· federations that are homogenous tend to be very centralized 
· changing economic disparity 
· one thing that tends to shape a federation most is uneven distribution of resources 
· large territory economic disparity means some constitutioned governments can do more than others
· large economic disparities 
· court decisions can create change in federations 
· the environment has become increasingly important
· australian constitutional government 
· courts are ultimate arbitrators 
· external shocks create change
· wars can create a more centralized government 
· people want to see a response 
· focus on issues 
3)
· United state was born a decentralized system and has moved towards centralization
· Canada the opposite
· The Civil War in the US was a turning point 
· What took Canada down a more decentralized path?
· Provincial rights movement
· Provincial “autonomy movement”
· One problem for provincial government in early days is fiscal 
· Provinces didn’t have “own source revenue”
· Were very much dependent on federal government 
· Then world war 1 happens
· Becomes a rallying point 
· As a result power of federal government becomes very strong
· The great depression happens, pushes 
· The court of appeal (JCPC) which decides which powers belong to federal or provincial was very sympathetic towards provinces 
· Example is decision related to Canada seeking to sign a treaty to international labour movement 
· Post war years, development of Canadian welfare states
· Gave power to provincial government 
· Canadian government comes out very strong after WW2, provinces are broke
· 1960’s there is big change
· Quebec government seeks more decentralization
· Signifies pressure for decentralization
· Some pressure coming from alberta also 
· Beginning of 1968 is trudeau government
· 1982: the charter of rights and freedoms causes more centralization, limits what provincial governments can do 
· provincial governments are no longer completely soveign 
· Canada goes from liberal..
· The last 15 years have been similar to a pendulum, back and forth from centralization to decentralization
· Under Harper he believed in less government intervention
· Tried to keep federal government to their own jurisdiction 
· Under harper there was trend to decentralization
· Liberals lean towards centralization in past
· Not sure where trend of liberal government today is 


Understand broad evolution of federalism 
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