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The modern world is changing faster than ever but who’s to say its moving in the right direction. With factors such as rapid population growth, low education rates, climate change and economical collapse it is evident that world we live in is not sustainable. Sustainability, can simply be defined as the ability of a system to maintain its function. More specifically, and for the purpose of this discussion, I believe sustainability focuses on the survival of the human race. Are we going to be able to endure, overcome obstacles and beat the odds? 
This is a massive question. Experts say that in order for humans to truly be sustainable we would need to find an equilibrium between the three major components of sustainability; being social, being environmental conscious, and economically sustainable.  Social sustainability in itself would be a solution to many world wide problems such as war, endemic poverty, widespread injustice and low education rates. I believe social sustainability will be attainable in the near future given how much the youth values change and progressive values. I believe potential future developments such as global government and free data (as seen in India) that if achieved globally would drastically improve the overall quality of human life. One solution would lead to another and eventually there would be no war, prejudice would be minimalized and everyone would be able to get an education. 
Furthermore, Environmental sustainability would allow for renewable resources while maintaining control of the pollution, which would keep our world clean and habitable. This is the world's biggest problem we face, although the consequences of this problem are delayed, this issue too is a secondary priority for the majority of governments and individuals. Because of this I don’t believe we will achieve environmental sustainability, at least not on this planet. I do think environmental adjustments are necessary but only to slow down the process of environmental destruction and to give time to allow technological advancement to make new planets accessible and habitable. The rate at which our environment is being destroyed is astounding but so is the rate of our technological advancements so we may just have a chance.  
My view on environmental sustainability is highly dependent on my view of economic sustainability. I believe our economic world is predominately (and unfortunately) fuel by greed, proof of this is that only the top 1 % of the world control 80% of wealth. Environmental sustainability would call for sacrifice, and I am not too sure the we as a race have it within us. Though the challenges ahead of us may seem impossible to overcome we as a species must stay strong and find balance. What is sustainability?  Sustainability is a goal for humanity, a planetary dependence, and our will to survive. we are the people of this generation and it is up to us to change.   
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	Criteria
	Level 5
	Level 4
	Level 3
	Level 2
	Level 1
	Level 0

	Thesis statement
	5 points

Thesis statement isvery clear and concise, analyses remains very focused on the development of the thesis throughout the paper. 
	4 points

Thesis statement ismostly clear; analyses remains mostly focused on the development of the thesis throughout the paper.
	3 points

Thesis statement issomewhat clear; analyses remains somewhat focused on the development of the thesis throughout the paper.
	2 points

Thesis statement is not very clear; analyses remains strays in focuson the development of the thesis throughout the paper.
	1 point

A thesis statement is presented but is not relevant to the paper topic.
	0 points

No evident thesis statement.

	Evidence and Analysis
	20 points

Evidence is given that clearly and completely supports the position/thesis statement (examples, experience, etc.). Evidence isthoroughlyexplained as to how it supports the thesis statement.
	18 points

Evidence is given that supports the position/thesis statement (examples, experience, etc.). Evidence is mostlyexplained as to how it supports the thesis statement.
	15 points

Some evidence is given that supports the position/thesis statement (examples, experience, etc.). Evidence issomewhat explained as to how it supports the thesis statement.More evidence to support the position/thesis statement is required.
	12 points

Minimal evidence is given that supports the position/thesis statement (examples, experience, etc.). Evidence isminimally ornot explained as to how it supports the thesis statement. More supporting evidence to support the position/thesis statement is required.
	10 points

Some supporting details provided, but are not related to or support the paper's position/thesis statement.
	0 points

No evidence provided.

	Overall academic writing quality
	15 points

No spelling and grammar errors or contains only a few minor errors. Essay format has been followed throughout(including Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs that are relevant to position/thesis statement, and a concluding paragraph that wraps together). All external sources are referenced correctly (both in-text references and reference list in APA style). 
	13 points

A few minor spelling and grammar errors. Essay format has been followed throughout(including Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs that are relevant to position/thesis statement, and a concluding paragraph that wraps together). Most external sources are referenced correctly (both in-text references and reference list in APA style). 
	10 points

Multiple minor errors and/or some sentence structure issues. Deviates somewhat from required essay format (i.e. missing Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs that are relevant to position/thesis statement, and/or a concluding paragraph that wraps together).Some external sources are referenced correctly but others are either incorrect or missing (both in-text references and reference list in APA style). 
	8 points

Many spelling/grammar errors and/or sentence structure issues. Submission does not meet required essay format (i.e. missing Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs that are relevant to position/thesis statement, and/or a concluding paragraph that wraps together). Some external sources are referenced correctly but others are either incorrect or missing (both in-text references and reference list in APA style). 
	5 points

Many spelling/grammar errors and/or sentence structure issues. Submission does not meet required essay format (i.e. missing Introduction paragraph, body paragraphs that are relevant to position/thesis statement, and/or a concluding paragraph that wraps together).External sources provided are not referenced correctly (both in-text references and reference list in APA style). 
	0 points

The number and type of errors interferes with reader comprehension of the text. No external references provided.

	Overall Score
	Level 5
14 or more
	Level 4
11 or more
	Level 3
8 or more
	Level 2
5 or more
	Level 1
0 or more
	






