PHIL 1200

Plato - The Republic
Born in Athens from (424 - 347 BC)
Plato was a student of Socrates. Founder of Academy (name comes from Akademia, a sancturary of the goddess Athena). It was a school for pholosophical education and training of statesmen.
He wrote many dialogues, about 26, in which Socrates was the main character. The dialogues are characterized by the use of the Socratic method, the so called mid-mifing(elenchus). Mid-wifing is asking people question to bring them to think about the answer. It is challenging others to think about the question and the answers themselves.
The Republic was written around 375 BC, in the early years of the Academy.
Book IV main topic is the concept of justice in the state. In order to understand the meaning of life you must understand justice.
In the previous chapters Plato stated that we are in need of the structure of the state (with the division of classes) for our survival and prosperity.
Now he'll try to prove that harmony and balance are the premises for achieving justice.
Theree main ideas in the book
1) the idea of unity
2) the idea of harmony and balance
3) education
Unity is more important that individuality.
In the greek state is working for the benefits for all. You cannot survive outside of a social society.

Unity is a wholeness, a composition(of ideas, people etc.) which has meaning and purpose behind it. People have to be selfless in a society for people to survive. This worked very well for the Greek apostle for a long time.
The polis (state) is a unity (but not uniformity) of individuals. Why? Uniformity means everyone is the same, but everyone is different by nature which mean it wouldn't work.
Harmony and balance are the principles of the universe. That almost all ancient pholosphers believe.
Excessiveness of anything, wealth or poverty leades to unhapiness and ultimately to evil. Too much wealth leads to laziness and wanting more power to control others.
What does harmony and balance do for the polis/state?
It will prevent excessive pride, passion, greed, or power. It will keep the polis in place. Everyone should not be happy to the same extent because it will be unbalance.
Three Clases in th polis: Guardians, auxiliary and workers. There should not be more than three classes in any structure.
The guardians are in love with the truth, beauty, justice, etc. in other words with everything good. What does that mean?
Also guadians are not just knowledgeable but they're also wise.
Auxiliary class aid the guardians. They are the military.
Workers are tradesman they have a skill that produce.
					Education
-From the previous chapters of the replublic we learn that education is very important for becoming a giradian and a philospher.
-The guardian had to develop a philosophcal temperament and to acquire a knowledge of truth, reality, etc.
-Education gives the guardians the four cardinal virtues which are wisdom, courage, self discipline(moderation, temperance, the lack of excess, knowing when to stop etc.) and justice.
-Self dicipline keeps everything in balance. Balance only comes through self diciplin.
-Justice: to do what one is supposed to. It is different than todays meaning. Do not trespass and be happy with what you have and what you are.
-The guardians are not only protectors but also guardians of the balance and harmony necessary for happiness and justice. Justice and knowledge overstood authority.
-Keeping in mind that this was an utopian idea and it is not realistic.
-Exchaning the jobs among the three classes only harms the state and leades to destruction.
-Plato does not think that there isabsolitely no way in which the class barrier can be crosses. Sometimes he thinks that i should happen. But he is cautious that crossing of barriers should happen at a very early age. Before the child has been education in a certain class appropriate way.
-Education is expensive and cost the state alot of resources and money especially to become a statesman(guardians).
-Justice and the soul. Plato continues his investigation of justice. He has examined the concept of justice within the state and now he turns to the concept of justice on the level of the individual.
- For the purpose he has to investigate the concept of the soul.
-Human soul has three parts (by analogy with the three classes in the state): rational, spiritual, and irrational.
-The irrational part takes up the biggest part of the soul. 
- Rational are all of the desires and wants and the spiritual keeps the rational under control.
- The driver is the rational part that motivates the irrational.
- An important thing to note: everyone has three part of souls.
- In some poeple, some parts prevail over other parts, very often due to the lack of knowledge, self decipline, and justice.
-If you know yourslf, you'll try to keep the balance between the three parts of the soul. And this will help you determine your place in society.
-The three parts of the soul naturally desire different objects. (The part of the soul which desires knowledge cannot desire pleasure and vice versa.) The rational part desires knowledge and the irrational desires pleasure. But the rational cannot desire pleasure and irrational cannot desire knowledge.
- All parts of the soul should not be completely suppressed but kept in moderation.
- The relationship between the object of desire and the desire of the soul is what the soul desires what's natural/good for it.
- If you desire something and its good then it should be desired to the point where its good for you.
- We said that poeple undergo a course of education to become wha they are, in other words, education helps people understand and bring out their natural abilities.
- Mentorship is needed throughout the life to help develop one's natural abilities.
- In this course of education people deal with knowledge, they learn certain things.
- There are many different types of knowledge and the guardians receive general knowledge.
- The class of artisans will learn how to build houses, ships, weave baskets etc.
- The class of auxiliaries will learn how to handle bureaucracy and military affairs. In other words, they will receive specialized knowledge.
- The class of guardians/philosophers will learn about "knowledge as such". They alone will have access to the nature of knowledge itself. It is a very general and abstract like knowledge. If they learn all these kind of knowledge then they can learn specific knowledge because all the lack is competance.
- Guardians know what knowledge itself is. The knowledge of knowledge.
- The guardians, for example, learn that all parts of knowledge have something in common, namely that they all belong to knowledge.
- This, all desires of the soul, no matter how low they are, like the desire for sexual pleasure or drink, have something in common, they are all good desires, because they are something that the soul needs in order to feel fulfilled. They are all good desires but kept in moderation.
- Dynamics between the three parts of the soul.
- Injustice means that the three parts of the soul are in disorder.
- General concern regardian Plato's argument about justice within the state: if justice is what PLato says it is, there is no freedom to choose to which class you belong, wha is the appropriate education for you, etc. Therefore, it seems that your place within the society has been handed to you once and for all.
- Counter argument (from Plato): one's place in society is being determined by one's natural abilities and by the common/universal task to keep natural balance in your lifestyle. In this sense, everyone is free to explore their sourls and undersyand themselves which will lead them to the right decision and eventually will show them that they occupy the place in society which they desire and deserve. In orThe ther words, in Plato's republic, there is freedom but not choice. The choice has been made by your soul (when it was born), you just have to explore it and understand it.
- Book VI.he main question here is what knowledge is. This question is tied with the question of why philosphers will make the best governors. And so, what is knowledge for Plato.
- Why should philosophers rule?
- Knowledge is a capacity. Its the capacity to recognize what there truly is. Its not about facts. Its the capacity to recognize the nature of the desire.
- The knowledge that the guardians possess is not factual or specialized knowledge.
- Its a general knowledge of the forms/ideas, or the general principles of reality.
- Knowledge for Plato is a capacity to know what is, as it is.
- The opposite of knowledge is ignorance.
- Opinon and belief lie between knowledge and ignorance.
- You must get rid of ignorance for a higher knowledge.
- They presuppose a level of employment of universal concepts and principles but they piecemeal, they lack whole-ness.
- Some people remain the level of opinion and they never reach a higher level of knowledge.
- So knowledge is about the forms, the principles, the sources of all thing, the perfect ideal forms of all things.
-  Beliefs and opinions are about the individual, concrete, imperfect things that we encounter in our everyday life.
- In order to reach a level of knowledge you must abandon belief. You don't search for knowledge, it comes to you.
- We can have true opinions or true beliefs, but they are partial, they are not connected with each other to give u universal true knowledge.
- Opinion and belief confuse reality with a sensible appearance or subject image.
				Plato's theory of forms
- The idea/form for Plato is what there is. Form is the most correct term.
- All beautiful things have something in common: beauty
- That "what there is" is beauty
- All good things have something in common: good.
- All just things have something in common: justice.
- All true beliefs have something in common: truth.
- In other words, all individual beautiful things, or good things, or just things or true things pertain to an ideal entity the entity of Beauty, Good, Justice, and Truth.
- Everything that we find beautiful and find pleasing comes from the source. The source is beautiful.
- These four forms make the Ultimate Good in Plato's philosophy (which is the highest form).
- to be continued in Lecture 3
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Plato's theory of forms continue from Lecture 2
- These ideal froms are also call by Plato ideas
- They are called ideas becasue we don't have them in experience. They exist at the level beyond experience only.
- Philosophy deals with these ideas it explores what beauty or truth, etc. is in itself , as such, apart from the beatiful, truthful things that we see in our everyday lives.
Note: These are general forms, the essense of beauty. It is a form, an idea of beauty. Not actual beauty of a certain thing but what is considered beautiful.
- But these ideas are also called forms because they are real things, they give shapes to all things that we have in imperfect, physical world. (These forms are not in the physical world. It is a particular kind of idea.)
- All other beautiful, or truthful etc. things are what they are, becasue these forms exist. (For Plato, things are beautiful because they participate in the form of beauty)
- Also, the form is one and the individual (beautiful, truthful, etc) things are the many that partake in the one form. The forms are ideal, never-changing entities. (These forms are perfect but real nontheless.)
- What beautiful, truthful and things that are good and beautiful are all of the same form.
- Along the same line, all specialized types of knowledge partake in this universal and truthful knowledge.
- Philosphers/guardians are in possession of this very general principles of knowledge.
- If a citizen is uncertain of whether to call something a belief, an opinion, or just a gossip, he will turn to the guardian/philosopher for an answer.
- The philosopher will know because he knows about the form, about the principles of how things are.
- Even if the philosopher doesn't know the particular fac he knows the principle which will eventually lead him to knowledge about the particular thing.

Three myths/parables/allgories
- Three parables (Book VI and VII)

1. Parable/myth/allegory of the Sun:

We have to keep in mind that for PLato there are two worlds: the visible (physical world) and the intelligile world.

Visible world
The Sun
Source of growth and light
it gives visibility to objects
and the power of seeing to the eye
It is the faculty of sight

Intelligible World
The Good
Source of reality and truth
it gives intelligibility to objects of throght and the power of knowing to the mind
It is the faculty of knowledge.
The intelligible world is not real but its more real than the visual world.

2. Paranle/Myth/Allegoryof the Divided line
This should be another allegory like the one of the Sun.
This is a division about the understanding of the world and the world
- The divided line- things in plato's world are divided by their clarity and lack of clarity.
- The pure essence of things, invisible to the senses by visible to reason is much clearer that its distorted version which we have in the world of seneses and experience.
- Human senses are the reflecting medium which distorts the clear and pure images of the forms and reality.
- Our world is the world of images which are impure, distoted and they have their sources in a higher place.

Our understanding of the world		|	World

Knowledge (episteme)			|	Intelligible World
Intelligence				|	Forms (pure truth and esscense)
Mathematical resoning			|
---------------------------------------------------
Opinion (doxa)	Distorded images	|	Visible (Physical reality)
Belief					|	Physical things
Illusion (worst possible of opinion)	|	Shadows and images


3. The parable/myth/allegory of the Cave
A prisoner is chained to the cave. All the prisoner see is a shadow of himself. Obviousble the shadow is distorted. One day the prisoner escaped and saw a fire. So the source of the light is from the fire. He became curious and went outside and saw the sun.

i. 	1. The prisoner symbolizes the human soul.
ii.	2. Cave- symbolizes our world, the world of senses, constant flux decay and imperfection.
iii.	In this world we see only shadows of the real things, appearances which are rhrown from th fire in the cave.
iv. Everyone is trappd in the cave at first. The trouble is that we think that the shawods we see are the real things, and the fire is the real source of light.
v.  (Imagine somebody from a distant planey visiting Earth or somebody from the midde ages coming to our times, now suppose they're left in a room with a TV or a film projector. If they don't know that these projected images and not real people, they will believe that these imagea re all there is).
vi.  3. The fire is a symbol of opinion/belief
vii. 4. Sun is the symbol of reality, of the world of forms and ideas, the sworld of the permanant and perfection.
viii. If you straight to the Sun from the cave you will go blind because its too much. So that he thinks that the fire is a neccessary transition before you see the full truth. It will still hurt but not blinded.
ix. Everything that we see in the cave is a projection of the sun. The sun is the rea source of light and knowledge and not the fire.
x.  5. The journey from the cave into the sun -  the lit place symboizes the upward hourney of our soul toward understanding/knowledge of the forms.
xi. There's an analogy b/n the sight which guides the body (seeing the light and the colors) and understanding/reason which guides the soul towards the world of forms and true knowledge.
xii. What does the analogy show?
xiii. The human mind/reason is not self-sufficient; it have its source elsewhere (in the world of forms)
xiv. In order for the mind/reason to turn common opinion/belief into knowledge, it has to reach the ultimate source of knowledge and truth, the world of forms.
You start seeing the things with the light. You become enlightened and everything becomes clear.

-Once the soul has seen the clear images of things as they are, it desn't want to live in the world of shadows anymore.
- Once understood there's a world of forms there is no going back. You can't live in the caves.
- If the world of forms is the real world, reality as such, then the question is what is reality?
- Reality has two levels. The first level is the reality of our physical world. 
Level one
This reality is imperfect It is imperfect for two reasons.
	Reason one: all physical entitirdare perishable and doomed to decay, distortion, and destruction. Physical reality consists of many individual objects (chairs, table, trees, people, anumals, etc.). We epereince physical reality with our sesnse (we see chairs, smell trees, etc.)
	Second resason: in our experience of the physical world we realize that the individual entities we experience have their sources elsewhere. The physica world, including us, is highly liable to error.

Level two
The second level of reality is the world of forms/ideas
- This is the perfect reality
- It consistes of entities that are immortal and non perishable
- Aform/idea is the source of all th individual things in our world
- It is the unity of the individual things that we experience in our imperfect world.
- Thus, the individual things partake in the forms
- The forms are the general principles, the matrixes according to which our world is created.
- For Plato the four basic forms/ideas were: truth, beauty, good, justice.
- Everything exists according to the principles of good, justice, beauty, and truth.


Odds and ends
- There is a hierarchy of forms just as there is a hierarchy of knowledge.
- The study of lower forms is what science does.
- Science works with hypothesis which is an extrapolation of concrete and discrete facts.
- A hypothesis becomes truth/knowledge when it's related to the hihger forms/first principles.
- Not going to talk about this*Dialectic(the scince of dialectic)is this rational/conceptual process of moving froma form to a form until we reac the Ultimate Good/First Principles
- Problems with the theor of forms: infinite regress (there's is always the form of the forms of the forms)
- All of these three myths are meant to take you to a certain idea of forms.
- There is no form of evil but there is only a lack of justice, good, beauty, and truth.
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