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St Augustine, bishop of Hippo (354-450 AD)
· Half pagan, half Christian (mum was Christian) by birth
· Born in Northern Africa
· Life of luxury, lady’s man, many kids out of the wedlock
· After meeting Ambrose, bishop of Milan, became convinced that the Christian teachings had the answer to all of his philosophical and personal inquiries
· Chose Christianity opposed to being raised in it
· After he embraced Christianity, he became the bishop of Hippo
· Some of his best known works are Confessions and The City of God
Preliminary remarks
· Bridges Ancient and Christian thought
· Brings further understanding of Plato’s ideas (via Neo-Platonism)
· Was a Manichee (supporter of Mani’s teachings) at first but then rejected Manichaeism 
Assumptions
· Belief precedes understanding (unless you believe you shall not understand) 
· All humans want happiness
· Happiness requires wisdom
Great Chain of Being
· Term coined by Plotinus who is considered a Neoplatonist
· Resembles Plato’s World of Forms
· There is one ultimate source of reality and goodness which is self-sufficiency and never changing
· Source is like a spring: emanates and then the rest of reality partakes in it
· Source gives out reality and goodness
· Closer you are to the source, the purer the goodness and reality
· Direct correlation between being and goodness (top to bottom/ reality and goodness to less ‘great’
·  The good/the one/ the source/ the absolute/ god
· Angels/ pure spirits
· Human beings
· Animate matter (plants and animals)
· Inanimate matter 
Important difference between Augustine’s version and Platonic/Neoplatonic:
· For Augustine the world is created (Christianity)
· What does that entail?
· Creation is a free and voluntary act
· Creation presupposes dis-continuity b/n the physical world and the creator
· World is a mix of being and non-being 
· World is not evil in and of itself
· Creation of the world is ordered and rational, therefore has a purpose
· Natural evil is impossible
· Evil is the lack/privation of goodness
Time 
· Time was created with the world
· How could Augustine answer the Manichean question? (What was god doing before the creation?)
· God is eternal, not in time, so the question of what he was doing before the creation is meaningless 
· What is time?
· “What, then, is time? If no one ask of me, I know; if I wish to explain to him who asks, I know not.”
· How do we measure time?
· We measure our impressions of time, not time itself
· Time exists in our minds only
· Through time we understand that we are created in God’s image. How is that?
· God sees time all at once, while we don’t. We see time in fragments, as a straight arrow that goes from past to future, but still, we faintly resemble God’s ability to ‘see in the future’
· Time and the free will
· Anticipation (our orientation toward the future) – the origin of the free will
· The awareness of time – huge responsibility for us
Soul and the problem of evil: Manichees
· On Two Souls: Against the Manichees chapters 2, 3, 7, 10, 11
· Manichees are dualists
· Problem with moral evil:
· If God is omnipotent, omniscient and perfectly good, then there can be no evil
· But there is evil
· Therefore, either God is not omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly good, or a combination of any of those three

October 1st, 2014
Augustine’s account of the soul
· Agrees with Plato that the soul is immaterial and divine
· BUT God created one being, man, who is not just a soul but a body and a soul
· The soul is superior to the body
· The soul desires/loves order and goodness
· Sin: disordered love
Soul and the will
· When the soul desires, it consents that what it desires is good
· Consent involves the will
· The will is free and good, by definition
· How is moral evil (sin) possible?
· Three types of good: higher, intermediate and lesser
· Sin: the strong desire for a lesser good
· Is God responsible for my sinning? 
· No, God gave the free will, so he couldn’t have known that one would make the choice to sin
· We can’t blame the soul for the existence of moral evil because it’s from God
· Can’t blame the free will either, because it is from God as well
· Can we blame the lesser goods, such as pride, vanity, etc. for moral evil?
· No, this would be equal to blaming the rocks for not having souls
· Then, moral evil comes from the faculty functioning of the different human faculties
· When the should doesn’t recognize the lesser goods for what they are (but gives them the status of higher goods) and gives it consent to the free will, and the free will makes the choice, we end up with a sin
· This is what Augustine means by ‘sin is a disordered love of the soul’ (faculties are confused)
· Sinning does involve ignorance but it’s not the simple ignorance that Plato and Aristotle talk about
· The soul consents that what it desires is good
· The soul is confused and ignorant about the proper order of desires, but not simple confused, is willfully confused
· ‘Sin is the will of retaining or of obtaining, what justice forbids, and whence it is free to abstain’
· Accepting sin not because you have a tendency to commit crime but because your faculty is confused
God’s responsibility for moral evil
· God created me in his image with intelligence and free will (which are both great gifts from God)
· He knows that I will be making free choices (ie. Using my free will) but that doesn’t mean he knows that I will make the choice to sin
· God has created me in his image but that doesn’t meant I am equal to him
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: When Marcus Aurelius talks about "daemon" within us, he means the Socratic daemon, which is that part of the soul which is the part of the soul that prompts us to explore, make judgements, and analyse those judgements.

(Daemon is Greek spelling for demon. It is not something evil, it is the creative part of the soul.)

Here's how book 2 of the Confessions ends:
"... everything which belongs to the body is a stream and what belongs to the soul is a dream and vapour, and life is a warfare and a stranger's sojourn, and after-fame is oblivion. What, then, is that which is able to conduct a man? One thing and only one- philosophy. But this consists in keeping the daemon within a man free from violence and unharmed, superior to pains and pleasures, doing without a purpose... and finally waiting for death with a cheerful mind, as being nothing else than a dissolution of the elements of which every living being is compounded. ... For it is according to nature, and nothing is evil which is according to nature."

---------------
St. Augustine, bishop of Hippo (354 - 430 AD)
-Half pagan, half Christian (his mom was Christian) by birth. Born in the Northern Africa.
-Lived a life of luxury, lady's man, many kids out of wedlock.
- Later, after meeting Ambrose, the bishop of Milan, became convinced that the Christian teachings had the answer to all of is philosophical and personal inquiries.
-After he embraced Christianity fully, he became the bishop of Hippo.
- Some of his best known works are Confessions and the City of God.
- (To understand the City of God you need to know some metaphysics from Aristotle)


Preliminary remarks on Augustine's philosophy:
- Bridge Ancient and Christian thought.
- Brings further understanding of Plato’s ideas (vie Neo-platonism)
- He was a Mchichee (Supporter of Mani's teachings) at first but then rejected Manicheanism.
- Belief precedes understanding ("Unless you believe you shall not understand")
- All humans want happiness
- Happiness requires wisdom

THE GREAT CHAIN OF BEING
- The term is coined by Plotinus who is considered a Neoplatonist
- The Great Chain of Being resembles Plato's World of Forms.
- Main principle at work in the chain: there is one ultimate source of reality and goodness which is self- sufficient and never changing.
- The source is like a spring: it emanates and the rest of reality partakes in it.
- The closer something is to the source, the more goodness and reality it has. In other words, there is direct correlation between being and goodness.
- (If you cultivate those Christian values you will become a better person)
- 
				
				THE GREAT CHAIN OF BEING LIST
1	The Good/ The One/The source/The absolute/God
2	Angles/Pure spirits
3	Human beings
4	Animate matter (plants and animals)
5	inanimate matter

The top is the most reality and goodness as we move up the Great Chain of Being.
(He thinks that slaves don't really have a soul, they are not considered human beings)

- Important difference between Augustine's version and the Platonic (and Neoplatonic) versions of the Great Chain of Being: For Augustine the world is created.
- (The world of Forms emanates and gives light to our world is what Plato believed in)
- What does that entail? 
- The world was created out of Love. God loves the world.
- Creation is a free and voluntary act.
- Creation presupposes dis-continuity b/n the physical world and the creator
- the created world is a mix of being and non-being but it's not evil in and of itself
- the created world is ordered and rational and has a purpose
- Creation and evil: natural evil is impossible
- Evil is the lack/privation of goodness (similar to Plato)
- (Since the world is created out of nothingness then there are elements in it are bad)
- Creation and time - Confessions, Book 11, Chapters 13-18
- Time was created with the world
- How could Augustine answer the Manichean question? (What was God doing before the creation?) 
- God is eternal, not in time, so the question of what he was doing before the creation is meaningless.

What is time?
"What, then, is time? If no one ask of me, I known; if I wish to explain to which who asks, I know not."(Confessions, Book 11, Chapter 14)

How do we measure time?
We measure our impressions of time, not time itself.
Time exists in our minds only.
Time is memory, the past.
Through time we understand that we are created in God's image.

How is that?
God sees time all at once, while we don't. We see time in fragments, as a straight arrow that goes from past to future, but still, we faintly resemble God's ability to 'see the future'

Time and the FREE WILL
Anticipation (our orientation toward the future) - the origin of free will
The awareness of time- huge responsibility on us


The soul and the problem of evil
On Two souls: Against the Machinees, chapter 2,3,7,10,11
Who are the Manichees?
Manichees are dualists.(there are no one perfectly good source, there are equal amount of good and evil 50/50.)
The world is a battlefield of good and evil. Sometimes one prevail more but evil more.
The problem of (moral) evil: 
1. If God is omnipotent, omniscient and perfectly good, then there can be no evil.
2. But there is evil.
3. Therefore, either God is not omnipotent, omniscient, and perfectly good, or combination of any of those three.

