Albert Camus

· Born in French Algeria to a Pied-Noir family. His mother was a Spaniard.
· A journalist, writer, playwright, and a philosopher.
· In 1957 he received a Nobel Prize for literature.
· Best known works:
· L’Etranger (The Stranger)
· The Myth of Sisyphus
· La Peste (The Plague)
· He died in a car crash at the age of 46
· Had two marriages, a pair of twins, and numerous affairs, some of which public.
· He was always surprised to be considered an existentialist.
· He describes his philosophy as the philosophy of the absurd.
· (After the WWII, a lot was done, lots of people died (absurd)
· Camus was Nietzschean in the sense that he rejected any system in philosophy.
· His writings are very lyrical. He tries to uncover the contradiction in everything he writes about.
· He also tries to describe/capture the mere feeling and sensation.
· The most important question for him is the question about the meaning of life. From this question all other questions follow.
· The question about the meaning of life is tied to the question of death, hence, the central problem in his philosophy – that of killing (The Rebel), and of suicide (the Myth of Sisyphus.)
· In setting the stage, though, Camus is clear that he does not endorse suicide. He just thinks that in the question of suicide one comes face to face with the meaning of life.
Myth of Sisyphus
Whois Sisyphus?
· In Greek mythology, Sisyphus was a king of Ephyra who was greedy, deceitful, conceited and cruel. So he got punished by the gods by pushing a boulder up a botton and he had to start all over again.
· (Lots oa hard labour for absolutely nothing)
· Life is absurd. Absurdity is the mood of he times we live in, and that’s that.
· Keep in mind that for Camus absurdity is the conclusion of the book as well as its starting point. So, he is not planning to run any arguments in the book.
· (He will keep asking questions but they are all opened ended problems.)
· He says he is interested in the consequences of the absurd, not so much in the source or th reasons for it.
· He described his method as one of analysis, meaning that he is not going to arrive at any truth in the end because the truth is absurd.
· He admits that he was influenced by Sartre’s novel La nausea.
What does this absurdity consist of?
· It is the divorce between man and his life, between the actor and his setting.
· So, life is absurd whether we are ready to understand it or accept it, ornot.
· How to cope with this absurdity? Is suicide an answer to the absurdity of life?
· Yes and no.
· Yes, in the sense that thinking about suicide and death gives us perspective, but no, in the sense that suicide is no a solution to the absurdity of life (it doesn’t provide an escape.)
· There is no solution per se to life.
· He is how Camus describes absurdity:
· “Likewise and during every day of an unillistrious life, time carries us. But a moment always omes when we have to acrry it. We live on the future: “Tomorrow”, “Later on”, “You will understand whe you are old enough Such …” ”
· We, humans, always try to understand, we try to analyze, and think things through.
· But the moment we start thinking, we begin to be ‘undermined’. (Sets you downward because you relies horrible truth.)
· Camus thinks that everything in the human being, body and mind, helps to spread the confusion of life. (There’s always anything way of thinking)
· It is true that we get in the habit of living before we get in the habit of thinking but even once we get in the habit of thinking, we look for tricks to continue living.
· So, it is somehow this confusion of life that makes us keep going.
· The decision to commit suicide is a decisin to act. But then, philosophy is about action, not about contemplation.
· The decision to commit suicide amounts to a confession, the confession that life is too much and that I don’t understand it.
· It also means that you have understood that we live mostly by habit and that suffering is useless.
· Camus asserts that the attempt to understand things life including, is a vain attempt to feel ‘at home’ in the world, a nostalgia for unity.
· So, the project of the book is not to find solution for the absurdity of life or to dispute it, it is rather an attempt to show how to live through the absurdity of life.
· Since life is absurd, full of irreconcilable contradictions, so is death.
· We cannot understand life and we cannot really understand death either.
What is the answer to this absurdity?
· So now we have considered death now should we?. This is another level of absurdidity.
· Hope for something better and suicide, you’ve considered but should you do it?.
· Hope for camus is the worst of all evils(pandora’s box). It is also inspired by religion (Camus feees about religion the same way Nietzsche did.)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]He thinks religion is bullshit. 
·  Hope is bad because its about tomorrow and thinking it will be better.
· What about suicide?
· Camus’s answer is that we should live life with integrity and in defiance (like a rebel).
· Since life is absurd and we cannot reconcile it, we should die the same way, unreconciled and not out of our free will.
· We should live lucidly, that is, without any illusion in the face of absurdity.
· Stop creating illusions and moral system, forms and other bullshit.
· This also means without hope and mercy.
