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Lecture #2: Introduction to Reasoning 

Liberal Arts
· Triuvium: grammar, logic, rhetoric
· Grammar: how to get information
· Logic: in the middle of getting and giving information  assessing information (true or false), make connections between pieces of information
· Rhetoric: giving information
· -ology
· Logos - reason

Modes of Persuasion
· Rhetoric: how can I persuade people? What tools can I use?
· Logos:
· Ethos: getting people to think you’re more persuasive (ex. A professor  trustworthy), “I’m the kind of person you should listen to”, authoritative  
· Pathos: persuading people by appealing to their emotions
· Example #1
· Tell me something: My name is Valerie
· Why: birth certificate
· Claim: makes a statement that can be true or false
· Reason: the claim which offers support for a claim
· Support: gives us a basis for thinking a claim is true
· Thesis: the claim being supported
· Identify claim, distinguish thesis from reason
· Example #2
· Tell me something: there are at least 100 bricks in this room
· Reason vs. coercion 
· Coercion by not giving facts, no scientific study to show you’re right or the claim is true (using a threat and not giving facts or information)  using power they have over you ex. Threats, blackmail, bribes
· People can think without reason
· Reason and coercion don’t go together
· Reason: objective, intersubjective, collective
· All doing it together
· Coercion: individual, subjective
· Individual power, using something they have against you
· You’re not involved in the process aside from being the victim

Relativism
· Subjective relativism: whatever is true for me is true for me, whatever is true for you is true for you
· Only thing that matters is my opinion
· Social relativism: whatever my culture or social group says is true is true, whatever your culture or social group says is true is true
· Hard to reason, only able to reason within your group

Why reason?
1. Uncover the truth
a. Assessing the claims
b. Identifying connections between claims
2. Uncover falsity 
3. Persuade people
a. Share good quality information through reason, facts, clarity, truth
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Resolve disagreements 






