HIST 2706 Midterm Notes

1. Lecture 1: Studying Africa’s Past (Sept 12)

a. Westocentrism: the practice of placing western histories and approaches to understanding histories as the most important and righteous form of learning. Western history sees African history as starting when slavery began because that is when Western-African interactions began, and instead doesn’t account for the millions of years of African history that existed before then. 
b. Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade: responsible for the forced migration of 12-15 million people from Africa to the Western Hemisphere from mid-15th century to the end of the 19th century. The slave trade led to the violent transportation and deaths of millions of Africans during the middle passage, and millions more during the brutal treatment of the slaves in the western hemisphere. The trade occurred mainly from Senegal to Angola but also parts of eastern and south-eastern Africa. All major European powers were involved in the slave trade but Britain was the world’s leading slave trade power. Slaves were used to build the European colonies in North America, and was also transported to Brazil, south and central American colonies and the Caribbean. 
c. Epistemology: 
d. Empiricism: 
e. Scientific Method: 
f. Oral Tradition: the method in which history, stories, folktales and religious beliefs are passed on from generations. Oral is defined as spoken rather than written, and plays an integral role in the passing of history and stories in African cultures. 
g. Oral Testimony: oral histories and claims made in a legal framework, shows the significance of oral histories and traditions on key societal institutions such as legal bodies.  
h. Griot: A west African historian, storyteller, praise singer, poet and/or musician. A repository of oral tradition and is seen as a societal leader due to his traditional position as an advisor to royal personages. 

2. Lecture 2: African Geography and Evolution (Sept 14)

a. Homo sapiens: the first and only existent species of humans, modern humans are the subspecies. History shows that homo sapiens evolved from Neanderthals and originated from Africa. 
b. Ardipithecus ramidus: 
c. Bipedalism: the ability of humans to be able to walk on two feet, which was a major differentiating factor between us and primates 
d. Saharan pump: a theory that that explains how plants migrated between Eurasia and Africa via a land bridge in the Levant region.  This happened during a period when the Sahara was a lush green forest with lakes and rivers, which caused changes in the flora and fauna. The migration was halted during the desert phase of the Sahara when the Nile dried out completely.
e. Maghreb: the western region of North Africa, west of Egypt that has a mix of Arab and African populations. 
f. Sahara: the largest hot desert in the world that covers most of North Africa. It includes many different landscapes and geological formations. The Sahara was a key part of developing the many different ancient civilizations that existed in the African region, including providing protection for civilizations and creating trade routes. About 20,000 years ago the Sahara was a lush, green land. 
g. Namib: a coastal desert in the southern part of Africa. 
h. Kalahari: desert covering mid-southern Africa, parts of Botswana 
i. Savannah: a mixed woodland grassland ecosystem with widely spaced trees with open canopies where sunlight can reach the ground, creating grass 
j. Malaria: a mosquito-borne infectious disease that is suggested to have originated in gorillas and has been in existence for 50,00-100,00 years. May have contributed towards the decline of the roman empire. 
k. Yellow fever: an infectious disease common in Africa and south America, currently on the rise due to changing climates and people migrating around. Originated in Africa and moved to south America due to the African slave trade 
l. Trypanosomiasis:  a disease affecting the vertebrae, occurring mainly in animals in Africa 
m. Bantu expansion:  
· the bantu is a language group that is a branch of the Niger-Congo language family. 
· The bantu expansion refers to a series of migrations that occurred over a millennia, beginning in the Niger-Congo region and moving south and spreading in regions between Niger-Congo to south Africa. Evidence of the expansion, while still have very little evidence, is mainly traced through linguistics, such as the similarity of languages spoken in sub-equatorial Africa.   
· Was likely not a conquest but a series of farmers moving to find more fertile land 

3. Lecture 3: Ancient Egypt (Sept 19)

a. Naqada: along with hierakonpolis, were the first two cities in a creation of complex Egyptian societies. 
· These cities/settlements had learned how to clear trees and expose farm-able land, which allowed them to thrive in the region. 
· Had walls built around them to protect them from outsiders that were looking for land to farm with, and also shows that they had a great settlement that other people envied 
b. Hierakonpolis: (see above) 
· Was also the cite of a large brewery, beer was a central importance to Egyptian culture and a staple drunk by everyone, it was offered to gods, children and to pay workers.  Much less alcoholic than beer today. 
c. “Plum Red”: a special type of red pottery created in hierakonpolis that was mass produced 
d. King Narmer: king of Hierakonpolis that united upper and lower Egypt through wars and conquest in the old kingdom (3100-2200 BCE)
· Instilled a bureaucratic state that took taxes from citizens, one of the first civilizations to do this 
· Equated leaders with gods 
e. Upper Egypt: upper and lower Egypt was two civilizations that were constantly at war until reunited by King Narmer. Upper Egypt was to the north of lower Egypt and had some varying but many similar characteristics. They had different headdresses, which king Narmer wore both of to signify that he was the ruler of both regions. 
f. Lower Egypt: (see above) a much more fertile land than Upper Egypt which changed the way the society operated. 
g. Pharaoh: leaders of lower and upper Egypt that, once conquered by king Narmer, gave them more power as the ruler of both Egypt’s  
· The concept of Pharaoh probably originated from lower Egypt, where there is greater evidence of there being man pharaohs before Narmer 
· Hieroglyphics were created to keep the stories of pharaohs  
· Pharaohs were believed to have divine power, and when there was problems in Egyptian society like a drought making it hard to produce crop, the power of the pharaohs were threatened by never taken away
· Egyptian people had lots of love for the pharaohs, evidence shows the builders of the pyramids was people that volunteered to show their gratitude to the pharaohs  
h. Workers Villages: camps where the workers working on the pyramids lived 
· The largest one is near the pyramid of Giza, where an estimated 20,000 people lived 
· Shows evidence of a free and well-cared for workforce with little oppression and a high quality of medical care 
· Workers enjoyed a lot of meat in their diet and drank a lot of beer 
i. Pharaoh Mentuhotep: first pharaoh of the middle kingdom, known for reuniting parts of egpyt that was constantly at war for the last century. 
· launched military campaigns to conquer Nubia and Kush 
j. The Hyksos: term used to refer to rulers of Egypt that were foreign to the land 
· Familial infighting between succession among egpytian pharaohs led to a weakened empire, that allowed for Hyksos to conquer the land, who came from Kush and Nubia 
· They controlled the land for about a century, during which they married Egyptian women and called themselves pharaohs, and became a part of Egyptian culture 
k. Ahmose the Liberator: freed Egypt from the Hyksos occupation, but he kept some of the Hyksos ideas from their civilization, such as the idea of always seeking to conquer more land which led to Egypt expanding under his rule 
l. Kush: during the late period, kingdoms around Egypt such as Kush and Axum regions expanded and took over Egypt. 
· Kush was a Nubian kingdom that had similarities to Egyptians. Was a very rich kingdom 
m. Hellenistic period: began when Alexander the great conquered Egypt in 332 BCE, signified the end of ancient Egypt which lasted for about 300 years until the roman invasion 
n. Ptolemy: Greek Ptolemy rule made Greek the official state language of Egypt which led to the hieroglyphics dying out, established Alexandria as the capital city 
· Greeks wanted to “liberate” Egypt from the Ottoman rulers but instead it just exploited the people 
o. Rosetta Stone: a slab of rock that had the same text written in three languages, including hieroglyphics which allowed historians to understand hieroglyphics for the first time. Was discovered after Napoleon colonized Egypt 

4. Lecture 4: Nubia (Sept 21)

a. Cataract: small, shallow bodies of water coming from the Nile, that were almost like waterfalls. Allowed for kingdoms in Ancient Egypt to have easy access to water for farming and irrigation. There was a lot of Caratacts in the Nubian region which strengthened the kingdom 
b. Aswan: An ancient town that sat at the mouth of a Cataract 
c. Dongola Reach
d. Kush: see above 
e. Kerma: a town of Kerma people of the Nubian civilization 
f. Napata: Nubian city 
g. Meroe
h. Meroitic

5. Lecture 5: Indigenous African Religion (Sept 26)

a. Indigenous African religion: 
· Indigenous African religions are very closely tied to African cultures, and when Africans are introduced to other religions such as Christianity or Islam, there are still parts of their indigenous religion that are practiced because it is so intertwined with their culture 
· A communal religion where beliefs are held and practiced by the community 
· Encompasses as parts of life 
b. Ancestral spirits: spirits of Africans that were their ancestors but not directly related, and were seen as Gods of some kind and worshiped 
c. Omnipotent
d. Omniscient
e. Maji-maji Uprising
f. Kinjikitile Ngwali
g. Ancestral spirits
h. Nature spirits
i. Witchcraft: African religion believes that there is certain energies in the world and some people have the gift to harness these energies, a different view from the western concept of magic and spirits. 

6. Lecture 6: Arrival of Islam (Sept 28)

a. Mohammad: (PBUH) the messenger of Allah and prophet tasked with spreading Islam in the world
b. Mecca: a religious and economic hub where Muslims and people form other religions would gather to make pilgrimage and trade 
c. Ramadan: the holy month in Islam where Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset 
d. Kaaba: known as the house of God, where Muslims make a pilgrimage to 
e. Islam: 
f. Allah: Arabic word for God
g. Hijra: the migration of Mohammed PBUH from Mecca to Medina in 622 CE
h. Medina: the new site of the prophet Mohammad PBUH after he is forced to flee from Mecca 
i. Qur’an: the holy book of Islam where the word of God is codified into 
j. Jihad: Arabic term meaning fighting for your religion or to struggle for your religion in the name of God
k. Five Pillars of Islam: five basic teachings of the religion of Islam: believe in God and Mohammad PBUH as the prophet of God, pray five times a day, give to charity, fast during the month of Ramadan, complete hajj, 
l. Hajj: the annual pilgrimage to mecca that all Muslims with the capacity to do so are required to do 
m. Bambuk and Bure

7. Lecture 7: Trans Saharan Trade System (Oct 5)
a. Jenne-Jeno: 
b. tumuli 
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Garamantes: a tribe from Libya that had hieroglyphics depicting them travelling in horse drawn carriages to trade gold and other things, which would signify that they were advanced merchants. However archeologists also believe that travelling with carriages across the Sahara would have been too difficult  
d. Agisymba
e. Berbers (Imazighen)
f. Tuareg
g. Bilad al-Sudan
h. Sijilmasa and Tahert
i. Kumbi Saleh, Timbuktu and Gao
j. Bambuk, Bure and Galam
k. Taghaza
l. Taoudenni
m. 








