Marijuana in Canada: Is It Worth It?
Dear Honorable Judge Anne McLellan, Dr. Mark Ware and the Marijuana Legalization Task Force,
	I am contacting you in order to put forth my opinion on the current discussion regarding the potential to legalize marijuana. In recent years, the social acceptance of marijuana use has been steadily increasing in North America.  A 2013 UNICEF report ranked Canada at the top of marijuana usage in youth; so, it is quite evident that the drug has become less of a stigmatized substance (“Toward the Legalization” 5). Statistically, it is fair to say that marijuana is considered by most to be a malum prohibitum as opposed to a crime that defies morals (Mitchell 7). I believe that marijuana should be legalized in Canada because its legalization will lead to many societal gains. An increase in government control of the substance and the advantage of therapeutic benefits from its use are just some of the societal gains that may be seen if the drug is legalized.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Our current operations to control marijuana use and trafficking in Canada are not effective because the substance is accessible to all ages through illegal means. If marijuana is legalized, Canada will gain helpful regulations to aid with safe use and distribution of the substance. It is estimated that in Canada alone, marijuana makes more than 7 billion dollars annually in illegal trafficking (“Toward the Legalization” 5). In terms of minimizing certain concerns, the health risks associated with marijuana use can be seen as acute or chronic based on certain risk factors such as frequency of use and the age of the user (“Toward the Legalization” 6); this is all the more reason to have the substance legalized and controlled by the government to help address the risk factors that are currently being neglected. The proposed systems of distribution and regulation put forth by the government would limit the use of marijuana products and the legal age of consumption which would help address certain risk factors that may lead to more serious health concerns. The limit on the potency of marijuana that is available to the public will also reduce the likelihood of an accidental overdose on the substance. This limit is a societal benefit that can help encourage safe consumption of marijuana if it is legalized (“Toward the Legalization” 13). An increase in the government’s control of the substance means that jobs may be created to run legal storefronts, distribution, and possible production facilities in the private sector (“Toward the Legalization” 18).  Marijuana costs approximately 2.3 billion dollars annually in preventative measures which may be seen as a huge loss of potential income for a substance that is already being used as a prescribed medication. The general consensus from various surveys and statistics around Canada is that the marijuana is being increasingly socialized as the year’s progress “Toward the Legalization” 3). Based on these trends, the use of marijuana will increase and so will our costs to try to prevent it if it remains illegal. If it is legalized, marijuana sales will lead to a significant increase in Canada’s annual profits and the substance will be able to be better regulated. This will reduce health risks related to its use. Better government regulation will allow marijuana to become profitable for all Canadians and safer for both its medical and recreational users.
	Marijuana has been outlawed in Canada since the 1920’s but is still prescribed by doctors for its therapeutic benefits. In clinical trials, the chemical compound THC (i.e. one of the key psychoactive compounds in marijuana) has been found to help many disorders such as anxiety and depression, muscle spasms and many other illnesses (“Toward the Legalization” 8). If the drug is legalized, its therapeutic benefits would be able to help many citizens that may not be able to afford it at its prescription price or are in an area where it is inaccessible. The legalization of marijuana would also lead to more information of its possible therapeutic gains because more credible clinical studies could be conducted. There are still many medical benefits to be gained from the drug. Only in recent emerging evidence have scientists found a suggested link between marijuana containing the chemical CDB and a reduction in seizures in patients with epilepsy (“Toward the Legalization” 8). The legalization of marijuana would also lead to the benefit of more accurate studies on its comparison to other legalized psychoactive substances such as alcohol. These potential studies may be seen as socially therapeutic for a key reason.  At the moment, credible studies on the subject are very scarce and more reliable studies on the subject may reduce stress around its high prevalence in society (“Toward the legalization” 9). It is evident through the clinical trials mentioned in the discussion, that there are substantial therapeutic gains to be made from the drug’s legalization and proper regulation.
	The criminal code is constantly being updated with new offences and addendums. This shows that the nature of crime is always changing and that it is very much a related to the change in society (Saunders 46). Much like new laws concerning the internet, we must adapt our society to the new tools we gain to benefit as a society. The legalization of marijuana may be seen as another step forward into society because of many societal gains that will be made. Increased government profitability from greater regulation, safer distribution systems with less illegal transactions, and many potential therapeutic benefits make legalizing marijuana a smart decision for the people of Canada. I would like to thank you very much for your time.
Sincerely,
Adam Robillard 
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