Communication Lecture 2 September 21 

What we are studying
· What are we studying?how?why? (lipton)
· Administrative and critical approaches (hamilton)

Arguably, four things characterize Canadian Communication Studies Programs

· Critical sensibility
· Cultural policy focus
· Orientation towards social justice
· Interdisciplinarity


Cs as interdisciplinary

· Sociology
· Women and gender studies
· International development
· Political science
· Science and technology studies
· Culutural studies
· Information studies


Critical or Administrative



Administrative
· Conducted in the service of a public or private admin agency
· Sees media as useful tools to be harnessed for corporate/agency/gav’y goals
· Assumption that it is not political
· Solves small problems but does not look at big picture.




Critical

· Conducted in the service of society broadly
· Sees media systems in general as something in need of study/scrutiny
· Deals with big pictures issues Assumption that it is political



Methodological distinctions follow

Administrative – assumption that is based more on quantitative and empirical research

Critical – Assumption that it is based more on qualitative and theoretical research. 




The Payne Fund Studies
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