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	Levels of Achievement 

	Criteria 
	Novice 
	Competent 
	Proficient 

	Communication 
Weight 30% 
	0 to 50 %
Errors in grammar; 

Use of vague (no clear meaning) and/or ambiguous (more than one meaning) language; 

Poor structure (no clear introduction, no conclusion, no logical connection between concepts); 

Inappropriate diction. 
	50 to 75 %
Few grammatical errors; 

Good use of language (little vague or ambiguous language, appropriate; 

Appropriate diction; 

The text is presented in an organized fashion with an explicit statement of purpose and logical connections between concepts. 
	75 to 100 %
No grammatical mistakes; 

No vague or ambiguous language; 

Structure enhances overall strength of presentation; 

Engaging to audience (interesting, good use of rhetorical devices, balance between theoretical and concrete discourse). 

	Demonstrated knowledge Weight 35% 
	0 to 50 %
The essay has a questionable relationship to the issue being addressed; 

Little connection to academic, personal, or professional experience, or previous knowledge (e.g. prior learning from readings, course work, etc.) 
	50 to 75 %
The essay demonstrates knowledge of the issue by providing an accurate summary of the current state of the discussion and comprehension of the key concepts by defining and using them correctly; 

It incorporates the readings as well as points raised by others in the discussions and makes a connection to prior knowledge, personal and/or professional experience in addition to prior course work, readings, etc. 
	75 to 100 %
Evidence of critical thought by applying the readings and discussions to create new knowledge or ideas;

For example, contributes something novel and relevant by answering the questions of others, sharing relevant experiences about the topic or suggesting other sources of information; 

Essay may indicate that the postings from the others have changed your original position or revealed something you hadn’t thought of before. 

	Reasoning (Argument and Analysis) 
Weight 35%
	0 to 50 %
Questionable connection between concepts; 

Claims are not supported with sufficient evidence or argumentation; 

Conceptual misunderstandings and/or inadequate evaluation and application of the readings, postings or activity-related materials in position paper; no connection made to prior learning, personal or professional life 
	50 to 75 %
Logical connection between concepts; 

Most claims are supported by some argumentation or evidence; 

Analyzes, evaluates, and integrates the readings, discussions, activity-related materials into the essay; 

Makes a connection between the issue under study and personal and/or professional life.
	75 to 100 %

Cogent argumentation; 

Entire essay contributes toward supporting conclusion; 

Builds new knowledge, insights, etc. with respect to reasoning, analyzing, improving and/or somehow contributing to the discussion about the question. For example, contributes something novel and relevant by answering the questions of others, sharing relevant experiences about the topic or suggesting other sources of information; 

Reflection may indicate that the postings from the others have changed your original position or revealed something you hadn’t thought of before. 






