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Definitions of forensic psychology
1. ABFP-AP-LS (1995): the professional practice by psychologists within the area of clinical psychology, counseling psychology, neuropsychology, and school psychology, when they are engaged regularly as experts and represent themselves as such, in an activity primarily intended to provide professional expertise to the judicial system.
2. Weiner (1997): issues arising out of the relationship between human behaviour and the law, legal system and legal process
3. Bartol and Bartol (1987): a research endeavor aspects of human behaviour related to the legal process, and professional practice within or often in consolation with the legal system
Psychology vs. Law
Haney (1980)
· Psychology and the law: psychology is being used to understand the way in which the legal system operates. Being used to study assumptions being used by the legal systems. Relies on eyewitnesses although they are often inaccurate
· Psychology in the law: used in the law as it currently operates. Profiling
· Psychology of the law: understand the law itself (why the law works)
Hess (1999)
	
	Psychology
	Law

	1.Knowledge
	1.Research
	1.Stare decisis

	2.Methodology
	2.Nomothetic 
	2.Idiographic

	3.Epistemology
	3.Experiments
	3.Adversarial

	4.Criteria
	4.Strict
	4.Lenient

	5.Nature
	5.Descriptive
	5.Prescriptive

	6.Principles 
	6.Multiple
	6.Single

	7.Latitude
	7.Limited
	7.Unlimited



History of forensic psychology
Weiner and Hess (1987)
· The beginning
· Forensic psychology in NA
· Forensic psychology in the CJS
· Forensic psychology in the courts
· Forensic psychology in law schools
· Period of rapid growth 
The Beginning
Cattell (1893)
· Psychology of testimony
· Apples and horses
· Answers were often inaccurate
· Differences in levels of confidence
· What is wrong with this study?
· External validity: degree to which you can generalize to the real world (outside the lab)  
· Internal validity: degree to which we can understand the factors that affect the study
Stern and Liszt (1910)
· Classroom encounter (reality experiment)
· The experiment: Two students get into a heated argument and one pulls a gun, they are told to leave the room and the prof. asks the students questions that police would ask a witness
· Answers often inaccurate
· Emotions reduce recall accuracy
Von Schrenck-Notzing (1896)
· German expert witness
· Extensive pre-trial press coverage
· Retroactive memory falsification, people change their memory because of pretrial media coverage
· What we see vs. what is reported
Forensic psychology in NA
Munsterberg (1908)
· On the witness stand 
· Psychology and the legal system
· Resistance from legal scholars
· Pushed psychology into legal arena 
Forensic psychology in the CJS
Fernald and Healy (1909)
· First clinic for delinquents 
· Juvenile Psychopathic institute
· Diagnosis treatment, research
Forensic psychology in the courts
Varendonck (1911)
· Belgian murder trial
· Children giving different evidence
· Showed inaccurate recall in children
Marbe (1911)
· Provides testimony in civil trial
· Involved train wreck
· Conducted reaction time studies
Forensic Psychology in Law Schools
Marston (1922)
· First professor of legal psychology 
· Research on lie detection
Period of rapid growth
· Rapid growth in post war period
· Court cases
· Psychological theories
Court case #1
People v. Hawthorne
· Standard for determining expert status is not a medical degree but extent of knowledge
Court case #2
Brown v. Board of education
· US Supreme Court 
· Trial on school segregation
· Psychologists submitted brief outline detrimental effects of segregation
Psychological theories
· Psychodynamic theories (Bowlby): unconscious desires/conflicts (the Id, super ego, and ego), maternal deprivation (childhood experience typically traumatic)
· Learning theories (Bandura): criminal behaviour is learned the same way we learn anything else
· Personality theories (Eysenck): there is something about someone’s personality that makes them criminals
A Distinct Discipline will show the following (forensic psychology)
· Increase in books 
· Increase in journals 
· Increase in associations
· Increase in degree programs
· Code of ethics
Ethical issues
· Competence
· Conflict of interest
· Informed consent: 3 elements, mental competence, understand what they are being asked to do and the risks, they have to give consent in a voluntary way  
· Client confidentiality
· Duty to disclose
· Suspected child abuse

Lecture 2: police selection, and police stress
Police selection
· The process by which police agencies select police officers from a pool of applicants
· Either by screening out those with undesirable qualities or selecting in those with desirable qualities
· Applicants are assessed for physical fitness, cognitive abilities, personality, and job-related abilities 
Police selection in Canada
· There are some provincial and territorial differences
· All agencies conduct background checks and require medical exams
· Most use cognitive ability tests and personality tests
· Steps to becoming an officer, the multi-hurdle
1. Information session
2. Aptitude testing
3. Physical ability exam
4. Selection interview
5. Second language testing
6. Background investigation
7. Medical and dental exam
8. Enrolment as a cadet
· Police selection involves two stages: job analysis, construction and validation
· Job analysis: define what knowledge, skills, and abilities (KSAs) make a good police officer, this can be done formally (using surveys or observational methods) or informally (by asking), issues: stability of KSAs over time, different KSAs for different jobs, Agreement on KSAs, key characteristics include: honesty, reliability, sensitivity, communication skills, motivation, problem solving skills, team work
· Construction and validation: develop an instrument to measure these qualities and ensure these qualities are related to performance (predictive validity), issues: deciding on performance measure (different performance measures provide different results), range restriction (screening of unqualified applicants provides restricted range of score), key measures include: academy performance, supervisor ratings, complaints, etc.
Selection Instruments
Selection interview
· Very common in Canada 
· Goal is to determine if applicant has KSAs 
· Problems:
· Low interviewer agreement 
· Faking good
· Research on predictive validity is mixed
Psychological Test
Cognitive ability test
· Very common in Canada
· Measure aptitude (memory, logic, observation, comprehension)
· Problems:
· Moderate predictive validity (higher for training success)
Personality test
· Very common in Canada
· Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI)
· Identifies psychopathology (e.g., schizophrenia)
· Inwald Personality Inventory (IPI)
· Developed specifically for police selection and measures personality and behaviour
· Problems:
· Moderate predictive ability
Assessment Centers
· Assessment centers rely on situational tests
· Involves the simulation of real world police tasks
· Applicant behaviour is assessed by multiple observers 
· Problems
· Moderate predictive ability
Police Stress
what is stress?
· Stress is the automatic state that results when the body must make changes in order to adapt to a demand
· Does not matter whether the stress is caused by a pleasant or unpleasant thing
· It does not matter whether the stress results in good or bad things
Police stressors
· Refer to events that police officers encounter that they perceive as harmful, threatening, or challenging
· Historically occupational stressors (e.g., shooting someone in the line of duty) were the only recognized stressors
· Currently there are four categories of stressors: occupational, organizational, criminal justice, and public stressors
· Occupational: killing someone
· Organizational: independent support
· Criminal Justice: defence lawyers
· Public: public harassment 
Which are the most stressful?
· Research clearly indicates that both occupational and organizational stressors are very stressful
· However theses surveys tap into imagined stress rather than previously experienced stress (e.g., killing someone)
Acute vs. chronic stressors
· Acute stressors
· Very serious 
· Short lived
· E.g., a shoot out
· Chronic stressors
· Less serious
· Long lived
· E.g., paperwork
Consequences of police stress
· Certain psychological consequences (e.g.. burnout) have often been recognized by physiological and job-related consequences have not
Reactions to Stress
Selye’s three stages model (the GAS Model)
Stage 1: alarm
· Intense arousal, bodies defences are mobilized, fight or flight (muscle tension, adrenaline, increased respiration, and blood flow)
Stage 2: resistance (coping)
· Body actively resists stressors and attempts to adapt
Stage 3: Exhaustion
· Physical exhaustion and illness through inability to cope with demands (breakdown can manifest itself in the form of the stroke, or heart attack)
Is all stress bad?
· Some stress is bad but other stress is good
· Distress refers to a condition characterized by emotional upset and/or physical strain (e.g., “I’m stressed out”)
· Eustress refers to pleasurable stress – even though physical and mental stress is placed on the body it has a positive effect 
· Positive consequences of stress
· Invest more in preparing
· Work harder
· Focus energy
Stress and work performance
· There is assumed to be a relationship between stress and work performance 
· Inverted U graph, performance peaks at moderate stress
Stress Moderators
· Experience 
· Support
· Personality
· Coping strategies
Eye Witness testimony September 26, 2016
Memory: perception/attention, encoding, short-term memory, long-term memory, retrieval
· Memory errors occur because the memory is not encoded correctly, or it can be retrieved incorrectly
Factors that affect memory
Encoding
· Violence, weapon, divided attention
Storage
· How much time has passed?
Retrieval 
· Misremembering 
Eyewitness memory
· Recall memory
· Reporting the dtails of a previously encountered event
Studying eyewitness issues
Lab studies: takes place in lab, controlled environment, easy to conduct, lack ecological validity
Field study: takes place in real world,harder to conduct
Independent variables: system variables (factors controlled by legal system, factors that can be manipulated), estimator variables (factors that are present at the time of the crime, legal system has no control)
Dependent variables: event recall (amount of information, type of information, accuracy (asking yes or no questions)), perpetrator recall (amount of information, type of information, accuracy (clothing, voice, smell, or facial recognition))
Misinformation effect
· Loftus and palmer
· A phenomenon by which a witness is present with inaccurate information and he or she is more likely to incorporate that into a recall task
· Explanations
· Misinformation acceptance hypothesis: witness guesses what the officer wants 
· Source misattribution hypothesis: witness has 2 memories and cannot remember where each memory originated or their source
· Memory impairment hypothesis: original memory is replaced with new incorrect information
· Most effective when 
· Deals with peripheral details
· Provided after a delay
· Provided just before test
Helping the interview: hypnosis
· Two techniques
· Age regression: go back in time to experience the event
· Television technique: asked to pretend there is a tv and watch the events playout
· Just as likely to be accurate as non accurate
Recall memory
· Primary goal: extract a complete and accurate report from a witness
· Common problems in interviews:
· Interrupting witnesses
· Short, specific questions
· Questions asked in predetermined order
· Suggestive/leading questions
Helping the interview: cognitive interview
· Based on principals of memory storage and retrieval
· Based on four memory retrieval techniques
· Reinstating the context
· Reporting everything
· Reversing order
· Changing perspective
· Problems in cognitive interviews
· Takes longer to conduct and to train officers
· Better for some people and not other
· Enhanced cognitive interview (additional steps)
· Rapport building
· Supportive interview behaviour
· Transfer of control
· Focused retrieval
· Witness-compatible questions
Compared to standard interview
· Cognitive: up to 35% more effective than standard interview
· Enhanced cognitive: not significant different from the traditional cognitive interview, substantially better than standard interview
Descriptors
· Help narrow down the support pool
· Limited in detail and accuracy (the offender might change what they are wearing)
· Interior descriptors: things you cannot change, facial structure
· Exterior descriptors: things you can change, clothing
Recall abilities: age
· Under 9: less likely to report interior facial features, up to 60% accurate
· Youths 10-14: similar results to children, tend to be a bit more accurate than younger children
· Adolescents: clothing the most commonly reported description
· Older adults: less accurate than young adults, no differences compared to children
Lineup identification
· Perpetrator vs. suspect: perp actually committed the crime and suspect is suspected of committing the crime
Implications of identification decisions (something about these on exams)
· Foil identification: eyewitness choses someone that the police know is innocent
· False rejection: the guilty suspect goes free, unknown error to police
· False identification: not know to police, innocent suspect could be convicted, guilty suspect remains at large, this is the most serious of the errors
Desion making strategies
· Relative: witness compares each photo to each other
· Absolute: witness has to compare each photo with his or her memory without any other pictures to look at
Lineup: simultaneous (most common in the U.S.)
· All lineup photos are presented to the witness and they must choose between a set of pictures who they believe is the perp
Lineup: sequential (most common in Canada)
· Each lineup photo is presented to the witness one at a time. After each photo is shown the witness is then asked whether that photo is or is not the perpetrator 
When sequential lineups not good to use
· Child witness
· Older witness
· Cross-race identification
· Multiple perps
· When there has been a change in the suspects appearance
Other line ups
· Show up
· Only shows one suspect that the police think is the perp
· Walk by
· Identification occurs in a naturalistic environment
· Police take the witness to a public location where the perp may be and the witness identifies them form a distance
Brenton Butlers Case
· A couple was accosted out side of their hotel
· Wife was fatally shot, and the killer fled
· During the investigation of the crime, Brenton butler was picked up by police 
· Butler was brought to the husband at the scene of the crime and identified as the killer
· Not the real killer, accused got off and real killer was later caught
Lineup biases
· Foil bias: suspect is the only lineup member matching the description of the perp
· Clothing bias: suspect is only lineup member wearing clothing similar to how the witness described the perp
· Instruction bias: police fail to tell witness that the perp may or may not be in the lineup
Voice identification
· If anything is said during the commission of the crime is what the lineup suspects will say
· Factors influence accuracy
· Position in lineup (later less accurate)
· Accent (more accurate)
· Increasing the threatening nature (less accurate)
Confidence-accuracy relationship
· Neil v. Biggers
· U.S. supreme court case that stated witness confidence should be considered as an indicator of accuracy
· Empirical research
· Small, positive correlation
· Novel way of using confidence
· Replacing identification decisions with confidence ratings
Estimator variables
· Age
· Compared to children and older adults’ identification made by young adults are most reliable
· Children over 5 produce comparable rates of correct identification to adults
· Lineups created to help combat high rate of false identification among child witness
· Elimination lineup: two judgment lineup: 1. Relative judgement induced “who looks most like the criminal” 2. Absolute judgement induced “is this a photo of the criminal or a picture of someone else
· Older adults: similar to children when presented with target-absent lineup
· More likely to make false identification compared to young adults
· Race
· Cross-race effect: we are 1.56 times more likely to misidentify a member of different rce
· Explanations: attitudes, interracial contact, physiognomic homogeneity
· Weapon focus
· Cue-utilization hypothesis: when emotional arousal increases, attentional capacity decreases
· Unusualness: weapons are unusual, thus attracting the witness’s attention
· However this does not only apply to weapons, if someone has a very distinguishing scar then we will focus on that just as much because it is abnormal
· Wildcard lineup
· Similar to the simultaneous lineup procedure with and extra response option
· If a witness believes the criminal is not among the photo, he or she is instructed to select the wildcard
Expert testimony
· Experts can help provide the courts with data to help jurors with their decision making
· Not all experts agree on reliability 
· Some disagree with use of expert testimony
Policy issues and guide lines
· Innocence project
· Guidelines
· Blind administration: investigator should not know who suspect is
· Explicitly state the perp may or may not be present
· No biases
· Clear statement
· Procedure should be recorded
R. V. Sophonow
· Crime: a waitress was found strangled and close to death in a donut shop in Winnipeg
· Evidence: several eyewitnesses said they saw a man standing inside who 
Offender Profiling
Criminal profiling
· Fits in the field of investigative psychology
· Reletivly new field
· Investigative psychology
· Styles and patterns of criminal interactions
· Assessment of the validity of investigative techniques
· Looking at how we can learn more about offenders through clues we find in the environment
Crime scene analysis
· Crime scene behaviour refers to activity that the offender engages in prior to during, and following the perpetration of an offence
· Crime scene analysis then, is the examination and consolidation of this behaviour in order to gain information about the offence and/or offender
Criminal profiling
· A technique for identifying the major personality and behavioral characteristics of an individual based upon an analysis of the crimes he or she has committed
A short history
· Profiling Jack the Ripper 1888
· Whitechapel, London
· Dr. George Phillips, look at wound patterns to attempt to identify jack the ripper
· Profiling the Mad Bomber 1940
· New York City, New York
· Dr. James Brussel, provided a profile that fitted the offender perfectly
· The FBI developed the Behaviorla Sciences Unit
· The fbi developed a criminal profiling program in the 1970s
· Professional training available
· ViCLAS or violent crime linkage analysis system
· The RCMP developed an automated system for linking serial crimes in the 1990s
· Prevent linkage blindness (not linking serial crimes, or linking too much)
Goals of profiling
1. Suspect prioritization
2. New lines of enquiry
3. Interview strategies
4. Predict dangerousness 
5. Flush out offender
Characteristics that profilers try and predict
· Personality features
· Behavioural features
· Demographic (age, sex, race, etc.)
Creating a profile
 What + Why = Who
What
· Material the profiler collects
· Crime scene photos
· Autopsy reports
Why
· Motive
· Crime scene behaviour
Who
· The profile constructed of the unknown when the what and who have been established
But
· How does the profiler get from the What to the Why
· How does the profiler get from the Why to the Who
Criticism
· Profiling is an art not a science
· Criminal 
· Criminal
Inductive profiling
· Profiling an offender form what is know about other offenders
· 80% of SK who attack in parking lot are white males
· However, hard to profile if the crime is unique
Deductive profiling
· Profiling an offender from evidence relating to that offender
· Mutilated body of a female victim is found with little blood in the immediate area
· The underlying logic of arguments can be faulty
FBI model of offender profiling: the organized-disorganized model
· Inductive approach
· An offenders crime can be classified as organized (well-planned and controlled) or disorganized (impulsive …
· …
· …
· …
· First used to describe lust murderers it is now used to classify SK
· Based on intervies with 36 sexual murderers
· 2/3 classified as organized and 1/3 as disorganized
· After separating offenders into groups, they conducted analysis to see……
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Jury decision making
The right to a jury:
Summary offences? no
Indictable offences? yes
Hybrid offences? Maybe, depends on various factors

THE FUNCTIONS OF A JURY
· Make decision on guilt or innocence, not about the sentence
· Based only on evidence 
· Give voice to the community
· Education for the citizens
CHARACTERISTICS OF A JURY
1. Representativeness
· Random selection from community
· Representative of community
2. Impartiality
· Attitudinal (prejudice)
· Behavioural (discrimination)
SOURCES OF JUROR BIAS
1. Interest prejudice
· Direct interest in the case
· Example: related to the accused, 
2. Specific prejudice
· Attitudes about the specific case
· Example: Robert picton case (assumed guilt before trial)
3. Generic prejudice
· Beliefs about people or crime
· Example: race based, category of crime (sex offenders)
4. Normative prejudice
· Community sentiment
· Example: logging company on trial in a eco friendly community
Prevent bias
· Press ban
· Postpone the trial
· Change of location 
PRESUMPTION OF IMPARTIALITY
In Canada we have:
· Limits on pre-trial publicity
· Limits on discussions by jurors
· 12 person juries (cancel out biases)
· Reminders about sworn oaths (decision based on evidence alone, not biases)
DO SAFEGURADS MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
Kramer et al. (1990)
· Receiving biasing information before viewing a trial can increase guilty jury verdict
· Instructions to ignore pre-trial publicity does not significantly influence jury verdict
OVERCOMING PARTIALITY 
Three solutions in Canada
1. Adjournment
2. Change of venue
3. Challenge for cause (argument made for potential of bias on the jury, if convinced juror removed)
TWO APPROACHES TO JURY SELECTION
1. Broad attitudes and traits
· Defence or prosecution biases
· Example: the juror bias scale
2. A case-specific approach
· Specific attitudes
· Example: the Harrisburg seven (nun and priest protestors who were accused of blowing up tunnels under government property, and kidnapping government officials)








Fitness to stand trial and criminal responsibility
Fitness to stand trial
· Involves an assessment of the current mental condition of the accused, and not their mental condition when the crime occurred 
· Goal is to determine whether it interferes with their ability to perform legal tasks
Defining fitness (R. v. Pritchard, 1836)
· Is the accused able to assist in his or her defense?
· Does the accused understand his or her role in the proceedings?
· Does the accused understand the nature of the proceedings?
Section 2 of the criminal code
· Unable, on account of having a mental disorder, to understand the nature of the proceedings, understand the consequences of the proceedings, or communicate with counsel
Assessment of fitness
· If fit, the trial will continue, if unfit, assessment will take place
· Can take between 5 and 30 days for assessment orders
· Assessment will typically be conducted by a psychiatrist
· FIT-R
· Semi-structured interview 
· Identify mental disorder
· Cover main issues in section 2
i) Understanding of proceedings (possible pleas)
ii) Understanding of consequences (range of penalties)
iii) Communication with counsel (strategies)
· Works as a screening device
· MacCAT-CA (uses scenarios/hypothetical situations)
· Structured interview
· Fitness to plead guilty
· Fitness to go to trial
· Questions grouped in 3 categories
· Works as a screening device
· Understanding of legal system
Treatment
· Individuals found unfit are typically held in hospital prior to trial
· Goal is to restore individual to fitness with as little delay as possible 
· Medication is the primary form of treatment (sometimes requiring a treatment order)
· If individual remains unfit they are either detained in a hospital or conditionally discharged 
An example: Ted Kaczynski
· Unibomber 
· 7 bombings
· Trial in 1997
· Defence wanted unfit 
· Kaczynski disagreed
· Paranoid schizophrenic
· Found fit and criminally responsible
· Plea bargained and pled guilty
· 4 life sentences

Criminal Responsibility
Problems with criminal responsibility
· Insanity is a legal concept not a medical or psychological one
· Definition of insanity may vary from jurisdiction to jurisdiction
· Retrospective assessment has to be conducted of state of mind
Defining responsibility
· M’Naghten standard (cognitive)
· At the time of the crime: must suffer from a defect of reason and must not know the nature of the act or must not understand that it was wrong
· Irresistible impulse test (Volitional)
· The accused could have the cognitive knowledge of what is right and wrong
· But still not be responsible if their illness results in an inability to control behaviour
· ALI Standard (cognitive/Volitional)
· Not responsible if the accused lacks the capacity to appreciate the criminally of the act or to conform their conduct to the requirements of the law
· Guilty but Mentally Ill (GBMI)
· Mentally ill but also guilty of the crime
· Treatment until they are declared sane 
· Prison for same term as other offenders
· NCRMD (R. v. Swain, 1991)
· Not legally responsible while suffering from a disorder that rendered the person incapable of appreciating the nature of the act or incapable of knowing that the act was wrong
Assessment of responsibility
· Only the defense can raise the issue, unless the verdict of guilty has been handed down
· However, the prosecution can deal with the issue once the defence raises it
· Responsibility is assessed using an assessment instrument 
· Can take between 30 and 60 days for assessment orders
· R-CRAS
· Identifies insanity
· 5 topics
1. Organicity
2. Psychopathology
3. Cognitive control
4. Behavioural control
5. Reliability of the report 
· MSE
· Identifies non-insanity
· Covers 3 topics
1. General psychological history
2. Mental state at time of offence
3. Current mental status
Treatment
· Forensic hospital or absolute discharge or conditional discharge 
· Medication is the primary form of treatment
· If sent to a forensic hospital the disposition time will be capped
Example: Jeffrey Dahmer
· Trial in 1992
· Killed and dismembered
· 17 young men
· Over 10 year period
· Cannibalism
· Retained body parts
· Pre- and post-mortem sexual activity
· Expert witnesses brought in (ALI)
The experts
· Defence
· Necrophilia
· Overpowering
· Cravings
· Distorted fantasies
· Lack of control
· Psychotic-like
· Psychotic
· Prosecution
· Control and caution
· Efficient disposal
· Planned disposal
· Lack of activity
· Fooled police
· Alcohol dependence 
· paraphilia
Sentencing
Goals of sentencing
· denunciation
· specific deterrent
· general deterrent 
· incapacitation (slight increase in recidivism)
· rehabilitation
· reparation
· promote responsibility
Principals of sentencing
· a sentence must be proportionate to the gravity of the offence
· a sentence must be proportionate to the responsibility of the offender
· a sentence should not deprive the offender of liberty if at all possible 
Sentencing options
· absolute discharge 
· reparation
· fines
· community service
· conditional sentences
· imprisonment
Are these options effective?
· Punishment based strategies generally result in higher rates of recidivism
The death penalty
In Canada
· Abolished in 1976/1999 (for military crimes)
In the US
· 38 states permit the death penalty 
· 600 executions since reinstatement
· 3,500 inmates on death row
Arguments against the death penalty 
· The death penalty does not act as a deterrent
· The death penalty is expensive (the appeal process)
· The death penalty is biased (slightly towards French Canadians)
· The death penalty is handed down to the innocent
Sentencing disparity
· Variation in sentencing patterns due to the influence of factors that are not legally relevant to the case
· Systematic disparity: one judge is harder than another
· Unsystematic disparity: one judge gives a sentence of 5 months but then in a similar case he gives 5 years
Studying sentencing disparity
· Simulations
· Sentencing statistics
Attitudes towards sentencing
Public opinion polls: 
Advantages:
· Massive sample
Disadvantages:
· Questions are surface level, no understanding
Focus group
Advantages:
· All about drilling real deep, not surface level
Disadvantages:
· Limited representation
Experimental research
Major findings from opinion poll
The public:
· Generally feel that offenders are treated too leniently in terms of sentencing
· Generally does not have a lot of confidence in our CJS
· Generally support a range of alternative sentencing practices





Psychopathy 
Psychopathy and Serial Killers
· 90% of serial killers are psychopaths 
· 1% of the population are psychopaths 
· 10-25% of prisoners who are psychopath (vary based on prison level)
· 44% of cop killers are psychopaths
What is psychopathy?
A personality disorder characterized by:
· An arrogant, deceitful interpersonal style
· Deficient affective or emotional experiences
· Impulsive and irresponsible behaviours
· Early onset and diverse antisocial behaviour
How is psychopathy measured?
Four ways
· In my clinical opinion: experience and impressions instinct training
· Self-report inventories: MMPI, MCMI, PPI
· Informant rating: APSD
· Structured clinical: DSM-IV, PCL-R, PCL-YV
Hare psychopathy checklist revised
· 20 items scored using
· Semi-structured interview
· File information
· 3 point scale
· Total ranges from 0 to40, 30 is the clinical standard for psychopathy
Defining features of psychopaths
Interpersonal features
· Glib/superficially charming
· Grandiose, inflated self worth
Affective features
· Shallow emotions
· Lack of guilt
· Callous 
Life style features
· Impulsive
· Irresponsible
· Poor anger control
· Criminal behaviours 
Criteria for antipersonality disorder
· Current age at least 18
· Conduct disordered by age 15
· Adult criteria (3 of 7 symptoms)
· Repeated criminal acts
· Irritable
Overlap betwenn APD and psychopathy in offenders
· 60-80% APD in prison
· 10-25% psychopaths in prison
Why is psychopathy important?
Impact of psychopathic traits: juvenile death penalty
· Does the presence or absence of psychopathic traits impact layperson perceptions of what is an-appropriate legal sanction?
· Juvenile capital defendant
· Psychopathic traits (lacking remorse, callous, arrogant, deceotive)
· Non-psychopathics traits: normal
· More likely for death penalty in psychopaths 
Psychopathy: motives for murder
· 125 canadian murders
· Classified murders as:
-reactive (unplanned, crimes of passion, extreme provocation)
- instrumental (planned, settle a score)
· Low PCL-R 28% instrumental 72% reactive
· High PCL-R 7% reactive and 93% instrumental 
Psychopathy and general reoffending
· Assessed 231 male adult offenders
· Release decision blind PCL-R
· Parole
· Mandatory supervision
· Follow-up period = 3.5 years
· Outcome: revocation or new offense
· Low psychopathy: 18% reoffend after parole and 36% mandatory supervision
· Medium psychopathy: 24% reoffend after parole and 55% mandatory supervision
· High Psychopathy: 41% reoffend after parole and 78% mandatory supervision
Treatment of psychopathy 
· What do we treat?
· Personality traits or behaviours?
· Clinicians believe psychopaths are difficult to treat
Psychopathy and treatment
· 176 treated oatients/ 146 untreated patients
· Follow-up period = 10 years
· Social therapy unit
· Minimum 2 year treatment program
· Foster responsibility and empathy
· Limited professional contact
· Entry to program nonvoluntary
· Non psychopaths: 39% untreated reoffend, and 22% treated
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Psychopaths: 55% untreated reoffend, and 77% reoffend
