 Term paper (25%) : 
The goal of the term essay assignment due March 12 is to research and write a short paper of 2-3 single-spaced pages addressing the topic of changes in community policing, whether we are witnessing a rise or fall in levels of justice (actual or perceived) and the impact that this has had in terms of urban development. Keep in mind that your paper must have a geographic/spatial component (of which the location and scale is of your choosing). To receive credits students should also: 
· 		–  provide context – you must start your essay by briefly describing/summarizing something you came across in the newspaper (include full bibliographic info) and raise questions as to why this is occurring (how this came to be as it is now and how it continues to change).  
· 		–  put forward a hypothesis that tries to explain the changes in urban development related to crime and policing.  
· 		–  summarize anonymous, peer reviewed, academic journal articles that contain empirical evidence related to your hypothesis (the research question, the methodology, the results of the study (data) and the subsequent analysis by the researchers must be presented).  
· 		–  conclude as to whether or not your hypothesis holds true.  
[image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] [image: ] 
Papers will be graded based on the following: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]1) Format (penalty of 2 points for improper format) In terms of format your report must fit on no more than three sheets (do not include a cover page), be typed single- spaced in 11 point arial or helvetica font with 0.5 inch margins all around. Students are encouraged to maximize use of their sheets by printing on both sides. This means that you technically have the room to hand in a maximum of six pages worth of work if you print front and back on the 3 sheets of paper. Students must include on their papers the following in this order: On the first line put your last name in capital letters, followed by your first name in small letters, followed by your identification number in brackets. On the second line write the title of your essay as well as the course code (URBS230). The top of your paper should look exactly like this: 
LAST NAME, first name (id# in brackets) Essay title. URBS230 short essay. 
2) Content (1 point for each item for a total of 8 points) The short essay must contain the information required detailed above. 3) Empirical evidence presented (5 points for each reference for a maximum of 15 points) The paper must go beyond making simple references to outside sources to support an argument. For each peer reviewed journal article the research question, the relevant methodology, the results of the study (data) and the subsequent analysis by the researchers must be presented. 4) Clarity and conciseness of the writing (total of 2 points) Students should: a) not have any spelling and/or grammar mistakes (1 point) b) tighten the sentences in the body of the essay as much as possible, be succinct with short resolutions/transitions between paragraphs and avoid redundancies (1 point) 
THE SHORT ESSAY MUST BE HANDED IN WITHIN THE FIRST 5 MINUTES OF CLASS. ALL COPIES PUT IN MY MAILBOX OR SENT BY EMAIL WILL BE IGNORED AND WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT. 
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