POLI 204: introduction to Canadian politics
From previous classes we talked about history in Canadian politics. We went through some key dates and moments in Canadian history. You do not have to remember the dates for the exams you will write. We also talked about the west minister’s model of government because that is the type of government Canada decided to adopt and it happens to be the model of the British government. We compared it to that of the American system and there is very little in common with the system of government in the United States and Canada. The only thing in common is federalism in terms of the basic architecture, the idea that you divide power. We then went through the constitution and some of the components of the constitution. 
The governor general and the office of the governor general, the money that tax payers put into this is $28917837. If the people of Canada decided we could reallocate that money and provide the prime minister and his partner with 250 full time staff with a salary of 100 gran a year. How do you feel about that should we scrap the office of the governor general and make the prime minister the head of state and have a formal first lady and Americanize the system?
The House of Commons
The house of commons is at the center of the Canadian system. It is the most important piece of our puzzle and without it nothing will happen. The house of commons is about representation , we expect the people who make laws that dictate the way our lives is going to go to be like us to come from us to represent us. The house of commons is going along the part of becoming like the governor general.
The basics on the House of Commons
The parliament of Canada is actually meant to be the senate, the House of Commons and the office o the governor general together but most people think of it as the House of Commons alone. The parliament by law are meant to meet atleast once a year but normally it is a bit more than once a year, however it not exactly that they are meeting 350 days a year and they get two weeks off at certain holidays. They are in business roughly 130- 140 days a year. So the work week is about 2.5 days a week that they are expected to be in Ottawa making an appearance in the actual House of Commons. 
There are some big events during a course of the session,
· Speech from the throne read by the governor general
· Budget: allocations for how much money will be spent in the coming year
· Days when the opposition can file motions and propose legislation and estimates 


Architecture of the House of Commons
· The members of the government sit on one side while no government official’s sit on the other side. Everyone in the House of Commons is a member of parliament. They are 3 groups of them cabinet ministers who are members of the government, all members who support the government called back benchers and everyone else who doesn’t like the government they are not part of the team they are called the opposition. 
Basic Responsibilities of members of parliament
· Represent the people of Canada
· It is supposed to make laws, legislative function mostly about modifying laws already in place.
· To watch the government.
People have called this responsibilities into questioning
Representation: the house of commons is based on the principle of 1 member 1 vote representation by population. This system is distorted a little bit by some aspects of the way the members are allocated.
· How do the votes get translated
· How the people in parliament are actually social representative
· Territorial discrepancies
One criticisms of the way we vote in Canada is that it is possible to get a majority vote without having a majority.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social representation: 50.4% of Canada’s population reports as female, the percentage of female representation in the parliament is 26%. They were more women who ran but lost. This suggest that women end up in place they are less likely to win than men do and the term for that is sacrificial lamb. Most just want to boost their representation of women but doesn’t mean they win they already know they will lose.
Most of the laws (new laws) come from the government. Sometime prime ministers can say they have ideas (new laws) they are called private member bills .they are much less common but they happen. Some of them are designed for maybe a company, some group of people etc. so rarely do laws not proposed by government get passed. Some prime ministers like to not go to parliament but announce new laws in public.
They are provided with a document called the omnibus bill. It is a document that is accepted in a single vote by legislature but packages together several measures into one or combine diverse subjects. It limits opportunities for debate and security. 
Parliament oversight in order to pass any bill you need to have atleast the support of more than half of the members of parliament, the members of parliament are divided Into 2 groups the trustees who vote for a bill based on his beliefs (what he believes  is best for the country what is best for his people). Delegates work on what his people think. He seeks the opinion of his people before making a decision.

