February 26th, 2016

‘Doing’ Gender

· What does it mean to “Be a Man”?
· Dominance, toughness, aggression
· No emotion, hypersexual
· The family protector/guardian

· “Act Like a Lady”
· modest, caring, gentle
· quiet, submissive
· nurturing

· Are the diiferences in genders natural?
· Arapesh Tribe
· Both of the sexes possess “feminine” traits
· Mundugumar Tribe
· Natural hostility b/x members of the same sex
· Both sexes possess “masculine” traits
· Tahambuili Tribe
· Separate roles, but opposite of our culture

· Sex vs Gender
· Sex  biological
· Gender  social context

· “Doing Gender”
· we create normative expectations of how to behave
· Family  parents
· School  girls vs boys games
· Peers  imitation – the popular guy/girl
· Media
· Work

· What is the “tough guise”?
· A front/disguise as a result of the pressure put on men to “be a man”

· Gender as Perfomance
· In social interactions the performer and audience have a shared understanding of the ideal male
· Masculinity is something guys have to work on. It is created and maintained through everyday interactions, impression management and role play

· Gender Policing
· Peer pressure
· Negative lables
· Consequences like social exlusion

· Understanding Crime and Deviance
· The majoriy of crimes are committed by males
· The media often focuses on the biological explanations
· Turns a blind eye to the role our culture plays in creating hyper aggressive/violent males
· What is the link b/w males and violence?
· Ideals of manhood
· Traditional vs Alternative outlets of manhood

· Traditional Outlets
· Being the breadwinner
· Masculine sports/physical activity
· Physical appearance
· Alternative
· Physical dominance
· Violence

· Our culture encourages male violence
· Males should use violence to overcome shame and humiliation

· “moment of engagement”
· when each boy takes up the project of hegemonic masculinity as his own
· masculine violence
· acceptable means of solving conflict (when standing up to a threat) 
· “man up”  not doing this results in loss of power
· masculinity challenge
· contextual interactions that resulted in masculine degradation
· to do heterosexuality is an everday and dominant male practice


· Girlfriend abuse as a form of masculinity construction
· Violence was one resource they thought they had control over
· Study showed that those with patriarchal and pro-abuse beliefs are linked to s
· evere types of violence

· 5 assumptions of Familial and Gender Ideologies
· sexual division of labour is natural
· rigid gender roles
· sexual objectification of women and homophobia
· law and order  idea that violent behaviour is justifiable to resolve conflict
· “Balls and Fists”  how to achieve male superiority in absence of material wealth

· Participants justified abusive behaviour by:
· Neutralizing any suffering caused by their abuse
· Symbolized behaviour as righteous and in defense of a higher moral order

· Biological vs Social Father
· Boys who witnessed biological fathers being abusive saw the abuse as okay  gave elevated status to biological fathers
· Social gathers didn’t have the same “privilege” to abuse mothers


· Inconsistencies
· Men who abused gfs/wives would beat up those who were known to beat women
· Non heterosexual men would beat up homosexual men
· Reaction Formation
· When a person attempts to cover up something that is seen as unacceptable by adopting a stance that is opposite
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