Lecture 2- Russian Revolution

· 1917
· Moscow vs Washington
· Conflicts at the end of WW2
· Bolshevik seizing power in 1917- how much did this matter?
· Bolshevik regime leading to cold war and gives us a gov that modernizes Russia; and during cold war think that whatever their sins, the Bolsheviks Are good at turning a backward ctry into a modern one
· Consumes society trying to match the power of the west and gets into a bad spiral
· Bolsheviks
· Socialist revolution where capitalism was overthrown
· Aim to constitutional democracy
· Looks for industrialization for their future
· Marxists- believe transformations are required to make life better
· Bolshevik party attracts furious ppl
· Lenin- never at home in the west, had never visited a factory, ferociously aggressive; he wrote 46 volumes w/ a sustained sense of fury- party most militant 
· Once they seize power- grip is weak
· Outlawed parties
· Invent the term concentration camp and start putting their enemies in them in 1918
· Told cheka to shoot anyone who doesn’t show up to work
· There is a civil war that starts in Russia
· Ends in 1920 with the Bolsheviks adding 1
· By 1921 ctry short 13 million; killed in famine during end of civil war and those not born
· At the end they loosen up in the economic sphere
· Lasted 6-7 yrs
· 
· They love meetings
· Early party congress in 1921(lenin dominates) gets secret revolution pass allowing him to crack down on people against them
· Workers opposition- thinks workers are losing their rights from the Bolshevik revolution; not against them silencing ppl
· 1972 Soviet Union formed
· Lenin dies in 1953 – Stalin becomes his successor many thought Trosky should have been it
· 
What is to be done?
Constituent Assembly- Put forth a radical solution (voted down)- then they disperse the assembly and ended 

[bookmark: _GoBack] Cheka- secret police, nobody told it was created for over a decade; entire existence.  Killed 1000/mth
Brest-Litovsk- Bolsheviks able to get Germans off their back and they come out victorious
War Communism- nationalize heavy industry and banks, seize grain from peasants, forbid local markets, outlaw selling of books- looks as though they are making a lunge towards complete socialism

Kronstadt Rebellion- promised a true soviet rule so they revolt; attacked by the Bolsheviks; 1000s are killed on both sides



