Sociology Chapter Two: Class Notes 			  September. 21, 2016
Examining the Social: Questions, Sociological Research, Research Design 
Although there are a number of methods and perspectives employed to study people, several important concepts are used in almost all research projects including things like 
· Theories: things that lead us to certain outcomes (why is my mom upset)  
· Hypotheses: 
· Variables 
Basic Concepts: Theories 
Social theories refer to organized sets of propositions about how various elements of social life are related to one another 
Theories have three components: 
1. General Statements about Social Relationships 
2. Statements about the causes of those relationships 
3. General predictions, based on these reasons, about how people will react to certain events or experiences or conditions 
Basic Concepts: Hypothesis 
Research projects generally do not test theories but hypotheses, specific statements about how variables will relate to one another in a research study 
Positive findings regarding a hypothesis simply provides support for a theory; it does not prove a theory to be correct 
Sociological knowledge is based on science, a logical organized method of obtaining information through direct, systematic observation. Scientific knowledge is based on empirical evidence, information that is directly verifiable. 
· A research method is a strategy for systematically conducting research. 
Concepts, variables, and measurement. 
· Concepts are mental constructs that represent some part of the world, inevitably in a simplified form 
· Variables are concepts whose value changes from case to case 
· Operationalizing a variable is a process of developing the measure to be used in gauging a variable 
The Structure of Scientific Theory: 
Conceptual Plane  Operational Plane 
Measurement and Relationships: 
Measurement requires reliability-the quality of consistent measurement and validity- the quality of measuring precisely what one intends to measure 
Relationships among Variables: 
· Cause and effect: is a relationship in which one change in one variable causes a change in another 
· Correlation exists when two (or more) variables are related in some way 
· Cause > Effect 
· Independent variable > Dependant Variable ( What will give you causality? You will hardly ever get Causality in Social Sciences) 
Sampling 
· Social scientists rely on small ground of people, a sample, to reflect the thoughts feelings and behaviour of a larger group of humans, the population 
· Samples can be more or less representative of a larger population 
· Probability samples (eg random samples) are designed to represent the larger population 
· Non probability samples include convenience and snowball samples 
· Once there is a change in environment there can be a change in people’s opinions (or polls) 
Limitations of Scientific Research: 
· Human behaviour is too complex to allow sociology to predict any individual’s actions precisely 
· Because humans respond to their surroundings, the mere presence of a researcher may affect the behaviour being studied 
· (factory lighting high makes people work harder, they lowered it still working hard, turns out because researchers were there) 
· Social patterns change constantly what is true in one time or place may not hold in another. (Smoking weed, tattoos, multiple piercings, same sex relationships) 
· Because sociologists are part of the social world they study, objectivity in social research is especially difficult (your situation, what you’ve been through has to be taken to account in your research- if you have been subjective to racism and now study racism)  
· Subjective interpretation is always an important element in Sociology analysis 
Type of Research: 
Qualitative: A nonnumerical examination and interpretation of observations for the purpose of discovering underlying meaning and patterns of relationships (Babbie, 1999) 
Quantitative: non numerical representation and manipulation of observations for the purpose of describing and explaining the phenomena that those observations represent 
Survey Research 
Uses interviews and questionnaires, its Cross-sectional 
· Compares different groups at one point in time 
Measures attitudes, opinions, beliefs, values and behaviours 
Limitations of Survey Research 
· How do you find a representative sample? 
· Will people respond to your survey? 
· Will people tell the truth about their behaviour and opinions? 
· (Private and Public Conflictions) 
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Longitudinal Research: 
· Studies the same group (cohort) over a period of time 
· Example: Work at a factory 
· May use diaries, interviews, health and employment records 
· Time Consuming
· Sample Attrition 
· People may drop out of the research (some of you won’t be here next year because you will drop out) 
Aggregate Data Research 
· Government statistics, social indicators, 
· Example: Social trends by statistics Canada 
· Used to detect relationships and trends 
· Example: unemployment rates and property crimes 
· Can you depend on the agencies taking the count or are they biased? 
· Stats Canada most important is unemployment rate 
Experimental Research 
· Requires willing subjects (human guinea pigs) 
· Needs an experimental and control group for comparison
· Subject must me randomly assigned 
· Seeks out cause and effect under highly-controlled conditions, Typically experiments are explanatory, that is, used to test hypotheses, unverified statements of a relationship between variables  
Difficulties with Experimental Research 
· Is it Ethical? 
· Is it Realistic? 
· Can you generalize from such a small group?
· Can you really control for all the relevant factors? 
Quasi-Experimental Research: 
· Uses real life situation for experimental purposes
· Example: compare the recidivism rates of young offenders sent to boot camp or given community service 
· Hard to control assignment to groups 
Participation Observation 
· Involves active participation in the daily life activities of those he or she is observing 
· Qualitative in nature 
1. Covert: those in the field are not informed of the researchers status 
2. Semi-Covert: only some people involved are aware 
3. Open: everyone is aware of the researchers status 
Difficulties with this: 
· It can be dangerous 
· Is it Ethical? 
· How will you effect the behaviour of the group?
· Very time consuming 
Interviews 
· Structured: each respondent asked the same question-quantitative in nature (10-15 minutes) 
· Semi-Structured: use a set of questions however allow respondents to guide the interview in areas they think are important (45 mins to an hour) 
· Unstructured: no predetermined questions, interview proceeds conversationally (can be 20 hours, can be more all depends) 
Secondary Analysis: 
· Archival/Historical: using existing sources is a research method in which a researcher utilizes data collected by others 
· Meta-Analysis: A statistical analysis that reviews a large body of the extent literature (how textbooks have changed overtime: some expand and some topics decline, police shootings in USA, Racism) 
Alternative Sources of Information 
· Case Study: in depth investigation of one or few phenomenon 
· When there are only 1 or 2 that nothing really compares too (ex. Pokémon or Hurricane Katrina)
· Cyber Research: new information technology and the internet provide researchers up-to-date resources 
· Commissions of Inquiry
· Both federal and provincial 
· Ex. Native Justice, Sexual abuse in religious and government institutions, doping in sports 
Ethics: 
· How is the research going to affect other people’s lives? (Think of an undercover sex slave worker and releasing information she has found) 
· Who will be studied?
· What pressure is placed on a research by funding agencies and vested interests? 
· Do we have informed consent (part of our mark, how are we consenting?) 
· Are people free not to participate? 
· Do they know what they are getting into? 
Research Gone Wrong:   
· Humphries: he would be there, not want to participate just watch (he was copying down license plates numbers, talks to people and finds out where they life and then going there to interview them, extreme violation: discovered that heterosexual males were engage in this type of behaviour) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Zimbardo (Stanford Prison Experiment-College Students: as it was going on things got serious, jailors started to act like jailors and prisoners started acting like prisoners. Filmed it and the way they started to act the EXACT same as real Prison. He went and asked for the college students get legit arrested (researcher became too close to subject matter))   
· Milgram: Stanley Milgram Experiment: how we respond to authority. Shocking the people when they got the wrong answer; People will do things when they are told to do it, authority can be used very negatively) No one was being harmed, but we did not know that; people subject to people of authority will follow orders 

Exam Prep Notes 
Exam starts at 5:40pm 
Don’t have to come to class for it 
60 Questions of Multiple Choice 
Study in groups 










