Medicalization: Process whereby normal functions of the body come to be seen as unification of disease. Affects woman two ways: 1) bc women have more episodic changes in their body ie menstruating, lactation, pregnancy, etc, as a result of childbirth, they are more at risk for medical personnel interpreting these natural processes as problematic. 2) medicalization supports business and medical technologies. It works against preventive medicine and encourages sophisticated medical technologies to "fix" problems after they occur. Medical services dominated by: drug treatments &a surgery controlled by pharmaceutical companies, HMOs, and the American medical association. In shorter terms: medicalization of childbirth regards birthing as an irregular episode that requires medical procedures, often including invasive forms of "treatment" 
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