
Philosophy 1301A: Mind, World & Knowledge
Fall Semester, 2016
Study Guide for the Final Examination

Instructions
[bookmark: _GoBack]The final exam for Philosophy 1301A will take place on Saturday, Dec. 17, from 2-4:30 pm in AH, rows 27-39. (You must check Carleton’s Web page the day before the exam to verify the location.) On the exam you will have to answer six of the questions presented below. Each of your answers should be approximately ¾ to 1 page in length (about 200 words), although some of your answers may be a little longer, others a little shorter, depending on the question you are answering. There will be some choice but not too much (perhaps 6 out of 8). The duration of the exam will be two and a half hours, and it is worth 40% of your final grade. It is closed-book. 

List of Topics
1) Summarize as accurately as you can Richard Taylor’s cosmological argument to prove God’s existence? (Try to make sure you mention all of the main steps in his argument.)
2) How convincing is Taylor’s cosmological argument to prove the existence of God? Support you assessment of it by argument.
3) Explain as clearly as you can what was referred to in class as the “regress of explanation” that arises when we try to explain the universe as a whole. What are the implications of the regress?
4) What arguments or considerations might be offered in support of the view that the universe as a whole cannot be explained, and that it does not need to be explained?
5) Explain as accurately as you can the positions of Stephen Jay Gould and Richard Dawkins on the issue of whether there is a fundamental conflict or incompatibility between science and religion.
6) How plausible is Stephen Jay Gould’s view that there is no fundamental conflict or incompatibility between science and religion? Support your view by argument. 
7) Describe clearly three major objections that can be raised against Descartes’ dualist theory of mind.
8) What is Descartes’ doubt argument to show that he is not identical to his body? What seems to be the main weakness of the argument?
9) Describe as accurately as you can Descartes’ conceivability argument to show that he is not identical to his body? What would you say is the main weakness of this argument?
10) According to the identity theory of mind, mental states are identical to brain states. Describe two serious objections against this theory. 
11) Explain as clearly as you can what is known as the functionalist theory of mind. (To explain it, you must explain the concept of a “functional” state.)
12) What is Turing’s test of consciousness? How plausible is it? Support your view by argument.
13) Explain as clearly as you can either John Searle’s “Chinese Room” argument against functionalism, or Frank Jackson’s “What Mary Didn’t Know” argument against materialism.
14) Is there any species on earth other than humans (for example dolphins, chimpanzees, elephants, crows … ) whose normal adult members are persons? Support your view as best you can by argument.
15) Discuss in some detail the (main) pros and cons of the view that artificial intelligence will some day be able to construct computers (robots, androids) that are fully conscious and no less persons than ourselves.
16) Describe the main considerations about nature and human actions that have led many philosophers and scientists to claim that all of our actions and behaviour are causally determined.
17)  Some researchers in cognitive science have argued that there is now “experimental” evidence (the button-pushing experiment described in the slides on free will) to show that we don’t have free will, and that our sense of free will is just an illusion. Briefly, but clearly, describe this experiment and then discuss whether it does refute belief in free will. 
18) Explain as clearly as you can why some philosophers, such as David Hume, for example, believe that free will and determinism are actually compatible.
19) Explain as clearly as you can why proponents of the view known as libertarianism reject the view that determinism and free will are compatible. 

Good luck! 
