
Laws 2301 - Lecture 2 Notes - Intro Class

Criminal Justice Sucks!

-frustration with the criminal justice system (victims, peoples opinion, etc.) 

-over time, the victim has been slowly weeded out of the criminal justice system (going from tribal days, when the victim and families were center focus, to now where its the accused’s the main focus) 

Non-criminal laws - social factors are most important 

-for this we do not look towards criminal law 

-for this, you would look at risk factors, what situations would lead someone to perform a crime (demographics - age, race, family income, etc.) 

-Crime and bad activities are different. The labeling process to determine what is criminal is important 

-We could lower the current crime rate, but eliminating something a certain crime (for example pot use) 

-Crime rates and statistics is what is reported to the police

-around 2.5 million crimes reported annually 

Mechanisms of Control 

-Social (family, cultural, religious, ethical considerations, morality, peer pressure, fear of retaliation, education, force 

