Politics Exam Review
Politics:
. Science and art
. Form, organization, administration of state
. Who gets what, when, how
. Formal and informal
. Social activity
. Conflict and cooperation
. Based on power relations
. Public and private
. Some believe personal is political
Power
. Principle concept in politics
. Ability to achieve a desired outcome
. The ability to control or influence behaviours of others
. Can be shared (power with people)
. Power as decision making: focus on behaviour in presence of conflict in decision making situations
. Power as agenda setting: (non decision making). Covert power over who gets what. No regard for previous grievances. 
. Power as Domination: (Ideological power). Controlling their thoughts.
Authority
. Power cloaked in legitimacy or rightfulness
. Right to do or act in a certain way
. Bureaucratic authority: characteristics are specialization, official hierarchy, use of files, expert training, predictability
Legitimacy
. Rightfulness
. Has to do with power
. Belief that those who are in authority are for justifiable and worthy reasons
State
. Political association that exercises sovereign jurisdiction within a defined authority
. Max weber says it requires: Territory, Population, Legitimate monopoly of violence. 
. Types of state sovereignty: Domestic, International, Popular
. Domestic: State institutions control population within its borders (law and order)
. International: Sovereign right of international states to enter and leave international agreements
. Popular: State rule should be legitimatized by the people
. States engage in: War making, state making (internal enemy elimination), protection of clients, and extraction (taxes)



Nation
. Politically: A group of people who regard themselves as a political community
. Shared civic consciousness
. Desire to establish statehood
. Culturally: a group of people bound together by language, tradition, religion, history, etc
. Nation-states can also be formed
. Nation-state is a form of political organization, an autonomous political community bound together by overlapping bonds of citizenship & Nationality, and political idea
Sovereignty
. supreme authority in a political community
. Must be present for a state to be formed
. Popular sovereignty among people must be present for a nation to be formed
Plato and Aristotle
. Aristotle believed politics is a master science because it concerns creating a just society
. Plato: Idealism, Republic (the ideal state), no property, no family, no gender roles, SOCIAL UNITY is central goal.
. Aristotle: Realism, Politics (the best possible government), selfishness is a part of who we are, without property and family we would stop caring about relatives and friends, accept gender roles and slavery, BALANCED GOVERNMENT central goal.
Hobbes and Locke
. Hobbes: People give up rights to monarch in return for protection (social contract), people are rational in their selfish pursuits, Gov’t purpose to keep law and order, people have no say in gov’t
. Locke: All people born with inalienable rights; life, liberty, right to own property. People by nature aren’t wicked, people could govern themselves, people have right to revolt against gov’t, religious
Ideologies
. Reflect current conditions, can evolve over time
. Tell us what is, and what ought to be
. Plato was an idealist
. Ideologies: 
Images (impressions of reality)  Attitudes (implicit assumptions)  Values  Beliefs  Ideology
. Marxist View: ideas of ruling class that uphold class system and justify exploitation. It is false, used to confuse subordinate classes
. Conservative view: Ideologies are abstract systems of thought that distort political reality by explaining incomprehensible. Not an ideology but an attitude of mind
. Liberal view: Ideology as an instrument of social control to ensure compliance and subordination
Liberalism
. Central to modernity
. Classic and modern liberalism
. Modern: Social/welfare liberalism. Big government liberalism.
. Neoliberalism
. John Locke is father of liberalism, Hobbes grandfather
. Elements of Liberalism: Individualism, freedom, progress, equality, toleration, consent, constitutionalism
. Progress is always possible
. Improvement of human conditions
. Self-determination is vital to liberal thought
. Citizens make their own control, should be protected from state and other individuals
Social Democracy
. Socialist democracy or communism (main types)
. Concerned with human conditions and rights
. Many different versions
. Socialism today rejects “revolutionary” aspect of socialism
. Work with existing system for social and economic justice
. Social Democracy: reformist, gradualist, reform capitalism, mixed economy, fairness as justice, liberal-democratic state, political pluralism
. Communism: Revolutionary, utopian vision of the world (radical), abolish capitalism, common ownership, classless society, one party state, economic equality as justice
Conservatism
. Conserve and maintain traditions (political and social and customs)
. Traditions are integral part to human life
. Resistance to change and attempt to control change
. 18th century, Edmond Burke (thought revolution would endanger social security
. Elements: tradition, rationality, human imperfection, realism, organists, hierarchy, authority, private property

Nationalism
. Is an ideology
. Some think it is evil
. Nationalisms caused more and more states (countries) to arise
. Answers “what represents the social basis of political authority?”
. Modern people believe the boundaries of a state should correspond to the boundaries of a society and rulers of that state should be members of that society^
. Before it was force/conquest^^
. Nationalism is a normative doctrine (ideology)
. Embodies assumptions and beliefs about politics
. Is a feeling, identity, social movement, historical process
. Ideology: humanity is naturally divided into objectively identifiable nations, nation is sole source of political power, loyalty to nation overrides other loyalties, legit government=national self-government
. Types of nationalism: civic/liberal nationalism and ethno-cultural nationalism
. Liberal nationalism: political, inclusive, rational, citizenship based, cultural diversity
. Ethno-cultural nationalism: historical nation, exclusive, based on decent, cultural unity
. Where borders weren’t defined, nationalism was more prevalent
Welfare State
. Laissez faire with some government regulation
. A concept of government in which the state plays a key role in the protection and promotion of the social and economic well-being of its citizens
. Protecting ordinary citizens from financial collapse
. Welfare is legislation or social action to protect citizens
. Gov’t defends citizens right to privacy
. Gov’t uses progressive taxing to help people
Authoritarianism
. Political system requiring absolute obedience to an immediate authority
Totalitarianism
. Authoritarian political system that involves ideological power
Good Governance
. =process criteria + performance criteria
. encourages participation of people and groups in decision-making government, social interests, the private sector
Constitution
. Body of fundamental rules, laws, practices, etc.
. Refers to specific document or collection of documents
. Written or unwritten
. Constitutional conventions: binding rule accepted as obligatory (not in const.)
. Constitutionalism: the idea that constitution should limit state/government
. Constitutions started because of revolutions and decolonization (creation of new states)
. Declaration doesn’t equal constitution
. Goals: form perfect union, establish justice, provide for common defense, promote welfare, secure liberty

Presidential System
. Separation of powers system
. Checks and balances
. Voters vote for executive branch and members of legislature
. They vote for president and he chooses judges
. Limited power (judicial review)
. President can veto congress (legislature) decisions
. Winning congress is important for productivity
. Electoral college voting
. Head of state and gov’t are fused roles (president)
. Semi-presidential: combination of a president (head of state) with decision making powers of a PM (head of gov’t)
Parliamentary System
. Fused power systems (legislative-executive)
. Voters vote legislature and legislature votes executive branch
. Limited power (judicial review)
. Government is cabinet, executive branch
. Some have ceremonial head of state (monarch)
. Doctrine of responsible gov’t (not checks and balances)
. Heads of state and gov’t are separate
Separation of Powers
. Used in presidential system
. Voters vote for legislative and executive separately
Fusion of Powers
. Used in Parliamentary systems
. Voters vote for members of legislature who elect or approve gov’t



Checks and Balances
. Used in presidential systems
. Guiding principle
. Ensuring that power isn’t in the hands of individuals or groups
. Ensures no branch of gov’t becomes too powerful
Responsible Government
. Used in parliamentary systems
. Guiding principle
. Gov’t is responsible to its people
. Executives are dependent on support of elected assembly
Federal Systems
. Centralized to decentralized dimensions of federalism
. National & subnational levels of gov’t enjoy sovereignty in specific areas of gov’t
. There are symmetrical and asymmetrical federations
. Federal states: Written constitutions, process of amending constitution with consent, existence of a second federal chamber (policy making institute) that over represents smaller territorial subunits, constitutional protection for regional gov’ts shares of power in a federation
. Canada is decentralized, USA is balanced, changes over time
. Federal State pros: form of separation of powers, encourages consensus, protects right of territorial concentrated minorities.
. Federal state cons: confusion of responsibilities, conflict of different levels of gov’t, strengthens regional and national differences.
Proportional Representation
. AKA single transferable vote
. Any voting system designed to produce a representative body (like a parliament, legislature, or council) where the voters are represented in that body in proportion to how they voted.
. PR constituencies have to have more than one person to vote for 
Single-Member Plurality System
. First-past-the-post
. Used in US, Canada, many more
. Simple plurality of votes determines winner
. Geographical dispersion of support is critical



Confederation
. Organizations or states whose members give some power to a higher body, while retaining their independence
Referendum
. Latin: to refer to something
. That which is to be referred to the people
. A direct vote, electorate is asked to support or reject a proposal
. A tool of direct democracy (modern)
. Results of referendum are mandatory
Political Parties
. Many types of parties over the years
. Late 20th century: Issue parties, anti-cartel parties, electoral-professional parties
. Iron law of Oligarchy
. Party Functions:
· Representation
· Elite formation and recruitment
· Goal formulation
· Interest articulation & aggregation
· Socialization & mobilization
· Contesting elections
· Organization of governments
Development
. Early modernizers: Netherlands, England, US, CAN
. Middle: Japan, Germany
. Late: India
. Criteria: -Type of market, -Type of state development, -Type of national identity
. There is economic and human development
. Human = HDI (Health, literacy rates, standard of living)
. Countries that developed early developed democracies
. Some late developers developed democracies (S.K, China)
. Explaining different levels of development:
· Geography (landlocked country, bad neighbourhood)
· Culture (religion)
· Colonialism & post-colonialism
· Institutions (clear property rules)
· Leadership (levels of corruption)
. Trade has to do with development

[bookmark: _GoBack]*Washington Consensus
. Economic growth rates in Latin-America were falling
. Policies enforced towards developing Latin-American countries
. Considered neoliberalism
. Institutions should be privatized
Failed State
. Some states strong while others weak
. Failed state characteristics: poverty, aids, terrorism, corruption, lack of stateness and nationality 






Essay Questions

Religion and Politics
. People question whether they should be grouped
. Programmatic Secularism: Gov’t allows max level of individual choice, no moral priorities, believe people trying to involve religion in politics are basically trying to nullify their convictions, religious views shouldn’t apply to all
. Procedural Secularism: Policy that doesn’t put religious bodies above others, trying to keep things unbiased, they can express it in court if wanted but judge makes rational decision
. Post Secular: Rise of “spiritual, not religious”, Transcendent Questions, limits of science and tech
. Faith can contribute to: prophetic voice, moral ambiguity, anchor and guidepost
. Examples of Issues where faith can make a contribution: Assisted dying, guaranteed annual income, environment

Bill 14 (assisted dying, role of courts and Gov’t)
. Physician assisted suicide isn’t euthanasia
. Canada: Suicide was crime till 1972
. Active vs passive euthanasia
. Palative care = end of life treatment
. Physician assisted dying = legal (2015)
. Sue Rodriguez: Had ALS, 1 year to live, applied to supreme court to change charter of rights
. Gloria Taylor: First allowed assisted suicide
. Supreme court overturned law but it was overturned again by the federal gov’t
. Bill C14: Introduced by liberals in 2015, death must be reasonably foreseeable

Coup in Turkey – State and Civil society in post-coup turkey
. Overall argument was that military coups are driving turkey away from a liberal, democratic future
. Coup attempts make president more paranoid and hence harsher to his people
. Internal/external security suffers after a coup
. Erdogan could reap political advantage from past coups
. Each coup makes him more paranoid
. Public opinion/commitment to democracy
. LEGITIMACY was main issue with coup, not all troops on board

China and Mexico – Development
Mexico:
. Challenges: need to establish political order, need for state to implement best economic strategy, need for the society to establish political transparency and the rule of law
. Mostly catholic and Hispanic
. 30 different presidents in 50 years!
. 1800s: lots of coups and wars, democracy established
. Late 1800s: democracy got messed
. 1910: revolution, lots dead
. PRI party in power until historic 2000 election
. Mexico doesn’t trust many institutions but the church
. Highly centralized
. President promised to give more money and authority to states, gave authority only
. Most below poverty line
. Current issues: drug war (violence is isolated), migration (Mexican revolution caused workers to go to US and then they legally worked during WWII, now they come 80% undocumented)



China:
. Was strong unified and centralized system under Chinese empire
. Confucianism as a moral ideology (obedient to those above you)
. 1800s: Western penetration of China
. Opium wars: 1800s, British tried to force them to legitimize it
. Early 1900s: experiments with liberal democracy, wanted to blend it with tradition (Chinese nationalist party), KMT (nationalist party) at war with communists and became authoritarians
. 1950s: Maoist period: terrible times for people, totalitarianism
. 1960s: revolution
. Politics went in hands of communists and economy was separated
. Economy developing so fast: second largest in world, still growing, starting privatization

US elections and Trump
. Trump uses ideological control
. People thought America needed a superhero
. Donald Trump uses the concept of quick brutal justice to gain attention and followers
. Belief that vigilantism is the way for justice for Americans led to the rise of Trump
. He makes people have constant fear of attack and it helped his campaign
. Talks about operating outside of the law to fix things
. Clearly it all worked

BREXIT
. Non-binding
. Used to gain political foothold
. Complete failure
. Bar should have been set higher
. Wasn’t taken serious enough
. 2 Possible future scenarios:
· Soft Brexit – giving priority to the single market including free
· movement of workers and a plethora of EU obligations
· Hard Brexit - – taking back as much as possible from the EU even
· if that means walking away from the single market  
. It will take years to renegotiate
