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Intro
· Deviant behaviour – outside of the average
· Deviant does not necessarily have a negative connotation 
· Once you make a rule, you are enforcing them against a category of people that have supposedly broken those rules
· Behaviour that has been repeated over and over it may become less deviant (like marijuana) and therefore almost/is legal behaviour
Deviant Behaviour
· The state determines what is a criminal offence and therefore what is deviant
· People commit crimes because
· Don’t think they will get caught
· Reward greater than the consequence
· Don’t agree with it
· Socially constructed phenomenon – only has meaning because we have placed meaning in it
· Media is a big player in myths and beliefs about behaviour
· Deviant Behaviour: Defined differently be different people. There is no consensus about a definitive label to deviance. It means different things to different people.
· Attempt to explain behaviour through the actions of the individual 
· Ex. Witches in Salem 
· “The people must be” (demonology)
· Demonological explanation: People have been seduced by demons, bewitched, controlled by God. This is not an empirical explanation. Cannot be explained by science 
· Physiological Defect: Born with an extra-large head, there are peculiarities, flared nostrils, etc. These are all physical things that could define deviant behaviour. They are different than “normal” people
· Statistical Definition: (The most common way to define deviance) anything that varies too widely from the average is deviant. What is common and how much do you deviate from the average
· Pathological Behaviour: Disease driven behaviour. Pathological driven society = sick society. Durkheim talks about the presence of disease. Look at society as an organism. Notice that there is something wrong with someone. That they are sick before it develops into more. Disease when it does not work properly.
· Is the society functioning normally or abnormally
· What contributes to destabilizing of a society so that people become fearful and become detached
· Anomic society being dysfunctional
· Relativistic Behaviour: Rule breaking. If you fail to obey group rules, then you are deviant. Those who violate these rules are often punished. This goes in hand with rule making. The average person has no say.
· Dangerous Behaviour: Individuals who we perceive to constitute a direct threat to us in some way. Sex offenders, criminals, killers.
More About Deviant Behaviour
1. The definition of deviance changes over time
2. The labelling of deviance will change depending on who commits the act and who is offended by it
3. Deviance clarifies social rules and what is socially permitted for others to do
4. Deviance maintains social rules. It maintains the behaviour of people. This behaviour is not accepted and will not be tolerated
5. Deviance is a modifier of social rules.
6. Deviance provides solidarity and cohesiveness. Behaviour is reinforced within the deviant group.
7. Deviance reinforces conformity. Advantages to being a conformist. 
8. [Negative implications] When labelled a deviant, you are ostracized from other people. You are deprived of certain rights. You are cut off from certain groups. People may think that you are dangerous because of your label – it could be a medical issue that you have no control of but people think that you are dangerous.
9. [Negative implications] Automatic response is that people think they should be institutionalized, locked up. When we apply labels, there is a negative reaction sometimes. When we apply deviant labels, we say they are morally inferior to other people. 
a. When we apply a deviant label it becomes an essentialising label. It becomes their entire personality. Once we label someone a drug addict, then that is what they are. It also tells that person something about you. You become the label. Status makes a difference in how people will respond to you. It defines the person to you.
10. Deviant behaviour is an alternative means to goal attainment. 
11. Deviance provides a safety belt for people.
12. Deviance promoted Boundary maintenance: Where we draw the line in behaviour acts. Maintains a boundary about what is accepted and up to what point.
13. Deviance looks for scapegoats when things go wrong. People used to blame the Gods or the weather. Finding a scapegoat for your problems
14. It is an early warning system. It shows us when there is something wrong in the social order. Gives you information in advance.
a. Normal crime rate: There is no society without crime. First thing a society does is create rules. (Durkheim). A normal crime rate is when the resources in the society is capable of controlling the crime rate by the state. 
b. Pathological crime rate: When society does not have to resources to control the level of crime or deviance in its midst. 
15. Protects the vested interests. Many are represented in naming and treating deviants. Prof needs crime and criminals to be a criminology professor. Police depend on crime, prisons, court system all depend on crime to do their jobs. 
16. How tolerant are we to accept crime and deviance in our societies. 
Howard S Becker about “four theoretical types of deviant behaviour”**
1. Conformist Behaviour: Anybody who obeys group rules and who other perceive as obeying the rules.
2. Falsely Accused Deviant: Someone accused of doing something they did not do. David Milgaard. Victims of the justice system. 
3. Secret Deviant: Someone who is a professor by day and a dancer at night. Hides the deviance.
4. Pure Deviant: Disobeys the rules and is perceived as doing so and accepts who they are. 
Rules and Rule Enforcement
· Rule Makers: A rule is an enterprising act. Someone has to come up with it.
· Rule enforcers: People who enjoy forcing rules. No discretion. They enforce the rules no matter what. This is an important part to rule creation. No crime without a legally defined harm.
· Occurs when someone blows the whistle.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Who watches the rule makers and rule enforcers?
