
Laws 2301 - Lecture 9 Notes

-Police agents of the state, so protected by them and also ridiculed by them. Looks at it as an individual problem, not a whole police administration one. 

-police role is distorted by the media. Portrayed by media as a job devoted to catching criminals. View is narrow inaccurate. 

-Seen as much more professional now a days compared to 30-40 years ago. 

-big variety of forces, each with own training, standards to get in, etc. 

-issue of discretion and where it arises with the police. They portray themselves as enforces of the law, they don’t create it. But they do selectively enforce the law. 

-Functions of police:

      .maintain law & order, and to protect persons and property 

      .prevent crime

      .detection/arrest of criminals 

      .charging responsibilities (often with crown) 

      .traffic

      .act as witness

      .give advice to citizen

 -Brannigan summarizes these as:

      .law enforcement

      .Maintenance of order

      .social services (75% of work). emergency support, services (traffic accident, someone dies 
at house, take the drunk home, etc.)

-Selective Enforcement:

     .allocation on practical grounds. police can’t be everywhere at once. So bad things will go on 
without police knowing. Administration must make choice to put people on the ground 
somewhere or where to investigate and when.

     .allocation on policy grounds. Higher level will say no we are no longer going to investigate 
pot possession much. Depends on what areas they want to focus on more. for example, 
cops told not to enforce the abortion law. 

     
.at individual level: dispatcher has most contact, officers at scene (charge or not, warn or 
lecture, back off right away, try to mediate, remove person). 

    .if charged with criminal law: arrest vs. summons or appearance notice. in light of 2 possibly 
conflicting principles: assume innocence vs. society of society. Criminal code: duty not to 
arrest without warrant in certain circumstance. 494 - citizen arrest, 495 - arrest without 
warrant by peace officer. 

-factors re choosing action:

     .policy mandated by the department

     .policy consideration by the individual 

     .individual concerns of compassion, humanity, charity, nastiness, etc. 

     .practical considerations re allocation of resources at individuals level, including efficiency 
concerns 

-Modern context for police work: 

     .changing demographics (older population, more urban, more foreigners)

     .financing - less money/more work

     .growth of private policing (mall cops, etc.) Public spaces as private places, very little 
consequences or review for places like this. 

     .changing crime trends (reflecting what we need from police). Technology advances. DNA, 
specialists in certain areas.

    .changing investigative techniques, dna, poly, phycology in interrogation, etc. 

    .Police culture: traditionally conservative bodies oriented to status quo. Culture needs to 
change? Hiring process?

    .public expectations

    .federal, provincial, municipal spits. lack of unity in training, goals, mandates, etc. 

    .more police does not = less crime

-current ideas:

    .community policing

    .better hiring

    .better training, less concentration on use of force, rules, physical education, camaraderie. 
focusing now on special knowledge, more people skills 

    .crime prevention. more effective then a re-active solution in preventing crime. looking at 
problems in communities, etc. 

   .Bill C-24 (2001,2002) Idea of greater powers for the police. Greater powers of investigation 
since 911 around security issues. Allowed to police to break the law without being 
punished, gave immunity. Geared towards situations with an undercover officer (would 
do something illegal, couldn’t get punished). *****ON EXAM - WHAT WAS BILL 
C-24*****

   .Regionalism is an issue. Allegation of police forces. Saying localized force understands the 
area vs. a very large force that is much more unknown to the local neighbour hood. 

   .Amalgamation of services (fire, police, health, social services) 

   .control/accountability mechanisms. End result what u want from better review, better accountability is better decision in when the law is selectively enforced. 

-Control mechanisms:

    .civil suits (we can sue the police) Can change police policy from being constantly sued. 

    .Police services boards

    .internal discipline 

    .criminal law

    .courts (control of trial process)

    .inquiries & task forces

    .external review boards 

    .preventive/front-end techniques (hiring, training, supervision, reformed policing (C.P) 


