ANTHROREVIEW
Class 5 Fieldwork as Method and Experience
Main Theme: the case of Bronislaw Malinowski and how it illustrates conflict between scientific method and personal experience in ethnographic fieldwork.

Malinowski: ultimate objective of anthropology is in “grasping the native’s point of view,” to gain experiential insight into what the world is like from viewpoint of another culture.

Problems with Participant Observation
· Romanticized accounts (Malinowski’s diaries revealed far different impressions from ethnographic notes – racial outbursts, sexual longing, homesickness)
· Anthropologist’s/participant’s bias in their own culture (i.e., technological superiority)
· Breaching a group’s trust with access to confidential information

Malinowski posed question of what it means to live in a different culture, but has not provided a theory to address the problem of cultural meaning.

Some Contemporary Developments
· Anthropologists cannot discard their own culture – it will shape their encounter with the other culture.
· Anthropology: genuinely intercultural project 
· Neither anthropologist nor participants are imprisoned in their cultures and closed off against each other. 

Class 6 Ethnography as Interpretation and Writing
Main Theme: Clifford Geertz’s definition of ethnography as thick description.

The Interpretation of Cultures (1973): essay “Thick Description” written specifically as opener to the volume. Intended to provide a move “toward an interpretive theory of culture”. 

Processes of interpretation: what anthropologists do (fieldwork and writing ethnography), as they never deal with facts but with meanings that they have to interpret. 

Interpretation: multilayered imposition of meaning (what to write down/leave out = interpretive layer; anthropologist’s struggles to actively make sense of observations = additional layers). 

All human behaviour inherently meaningful. 

People interact through exchange of signs and communication of meanings.
I.e., Twitches and winks: identical as physical acts (muscular contraction of eye) but… 
- Twitch: involuntary and unintentional 
- Wink: voluntary, intentional and meaningful act 

Culture as webs of meaning (Geertz): 
Culture is system of meanings produced through repeated communicative exchanges. Humans depicted as signifying animals, held by something which they produce themselves. Webs of meaning that humans themselves have spun constitute their reality (i.e., food consumption).

Semiotics: scientific study of signs, their characteristics, structures, forms and principles of their use. 

No “brute” or “raw” reality unaffected by exchanges of signs – idea sometimes termed semiotic universe.

Thick descriptions: various layers of interpretation that inform any social event, which ethnographer is to peel off and unravel webs of cultural meaning. 
 
No such thing as a final, complete interpretation – interpretive process is rather open-ended.

Anthropology as Mode of Writing
Geertz first to point out clearly that anthropology is a mode of writing, and that representation is a constitutive and defining process of the discipline. Malinowski had addressed writing and questions of credibility from a practical perspective. 

Reflective turn: tendency of anthropologists to turn back to the conditions under which anthropological knowledge was produced. 
I.e., Malinowski’s diaries, Paul Rabinow’s fieldwork as experimental form of behaviour, Vincent Crapanzano’s concern with preserving voice of Other in ethnography. 

Ethnography supposed to document anthropologist’s understanding of the Other. 

Class 7 Symbolic Communication and Performance
Main Theme: notion of self-presentation as performance in the sense of Erving Goffman

· Two types of communication: 
1. Expression given: information conveyed consciously, often verbally. 
2. Expression given off: information inferred symptomatically (i.e., content and tone of voice in speaking) 
· Self-presentation is the means of the individual to define situations in their interests by controlling the behaviour of others towards them.

Communication as Paradigm
Paradigm: general way of seeing and thinking of things.
Communication is exchange of signs (sign = something that stands for something).

Culture as performance
· Culture must be “performed” – can’t exist independently from enactment in situations.
· Two senses of performance: 
1. staged behaviour, make belief, pretending (theatre)
2. making real, realizing a potential (sports)
· Intertwining of 1. & 2.: the real for us is what we pretend it to be. 
· We continuously play roles.


Class 8 Metaphor, Universalism and Relativism

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson’s main ideas:
· Metaphors prominent in everyday language and behavior (not restricted to poetic or rhetoric language).
· Metaphors not only structure language and verbal thought, but also experience and action (“metaphors we live by”).
· Metaphors highlight and hide aspects of reality
· Metaphors not arbitrary, but have experiential basis (e.g. orientational metaphor: “good is up”)
· Metaphors go together to “cultural models” (all source domains mapped onto the same target domain)

· Metaphor: mapping or projection from one domain to another; based on likeness.
· Metonymy: substitution of part of the domain for the whole domain; based on contact.

Class 9 The Social Construction of Reality: On Dating
Main Theme: metaphor and performance in The Rules

The Rules as Cultural Phenomenon
· “Dating”: practice not universal, but culturally specific (North American). Based on general human “drives” (sexuality, sociality, reproduction).
· 3 “psycho-cultural” themes in North American Culture: intimacy, spontaneity and control
· The Rules reflect ambiguity of culture as communication process. Reality produced in communication – can’t be determined. The Rules “make sense” by taking up a familiar way to see the world = they are real. 
· The Rules makes sense because they are built on our intuitive understanding of social reality as performatively produced

Class 10 Mental Health and Illness: On Student Depression

Sapir-Whorf Hypothesis: Structure of language informs perceptions, thinking and behaviour of social group – principle of linguistic relativity.

MacLean’s article provides 2 types of explanations:
1. Universalist: Adolescence and youth are generally critical stages, making individuals vulnerable to mental disorder.
2. Relativist: Contemporary students suffer from more intense pressures than previous generations.  

Idea of the “double bind” – how we are products of and contributors to our culture at the same time (“Student depression” in MacLean’s – product of the culture to which MacLean’s contributes).

Class 11 The Gendered Body
Medical metaphors of the body: destruction & slow decay (female) vs. performativity (male)

· Illness is never just natural fact, but has an intrinsic social and cultural dimension: conditions like “Anorexia Nervosa” & “depression” embodied responses to cultural and social conflicts.


Class 12 Ritual and Magic
Main Themes: Trobriand Cricket as a response to colonialism and the impossibility to absolutely distinguish between sports and ritual

· Body is the foundation of culture and self; its postures, gestures and movements are inherently meaningful (example: the genesis of table manners and the modern self)
· Games structure bodily behavior, provide a model of society and values, embody a “way of life”


Trobriand Cricket:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Transformation of the game is political resistance
· Self-determination
· Imitation
· Decolonization

Sports as Rituals: 
· Performing/refusing to perform certain acts.
· Significant way of demonstrating the “familiar in the strange” and “strange in the familiar.”
