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Chapter 1- The Study of Religion

SEPTEMBER 8TH: WHAT IS “RELIGION”? (Pages 1-15)

Introduction

Circumambulation- the act of moving around a sacred object or space

· “What is religion?”
· Helps us define and limit our field of study
· “How do we study religion?”
· What theoretical and methodological approaches are employed to analyze and explain religion

What is Religion?

Inventing “Religion”

Catholic- from Latin and Greek words meaning “universal”, referring to people and organizations associated with the Catholic Church, the largest Christian communion and, prior to the Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth century, the Christian church of western Europe.

Religious Orders- communities and organizations of men or women who seek to lead a life of piety and often to perform some type of service. Members normally commit themselves to poverty, chastity, and obedience to live a dedicated life.

Ritual- a set of repetitive actions, often coordinated and regulated, that relates to a religion’s myths and concept of ultimate meaning.

Idolatry- from a Greek term meaning “image worshipper.” Nineteenth-century scholars of religion used the term to designate practices that violated Christian religious practices. Contemporary scholars avoid using the term as an academic category because it as a normative category that assumes a Christian standard.

Virtue- moral excellence or rightness

Piety- devoutness, usually expressed through spiritual and worldly practices. 

Faith- trust in the truth or authenticity of a person, idea, or concept. In the nineteenth century, the term became a designation for religion.

Paganism- a broad category used by nineteenth century scholars to identify groups that were polytheistic.

Natural Religion- characterized by the belief that divine truth was manifest in natural phenomena and accessible through human reasons. Natural religion was popular in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

Analects of Confucius- a text written between the fifth and third centuries B.C.E. traditionally believed to contain the sayings and teachings of the Chinese philosopher Confucius (c. 551-c. 479 B.C.E.) and his followers.

Bhagavad-Gita- a Hindu scripture focusing on the story of Lord Krishna; part of the ancient Hindu epic the Mahabharata. 

Rig-Veda- a collection of old Indian Sanskrit (Vedic) hymns and one of the four sets of Vedas that comprise Hinduism’s authoritative texts.

Pali Canon- the collection of scriptures used in Theravada Buddhism.

Naturalistic Religion- a concept developed by anthropologists and scholars of religion in the nineteenth-century to categorize the practices of non-supernatural religions, especially those linked with “primitive” peoples (ex. Animism, totemism, fetishism, magic)

Supernatural Religion- a concept developed by anthropologists and other scholars of religion in the nineteenth century to categorize beliefs and practices that assumed the presence of a being beyond nature

Fetishism- a category used by nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century scholars of naturalistic religion to refer to the practice of using objects believed to have supernatural powers. A fetish is the object that is believed to have such powers

Totemism- a category used by nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century scholars of naturalistic religion to refer to the practice of using an animal or another natural figure to represent a community of people. A totem is the animal or natural figure.

Shamanism- a category used by nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century scholars of naturalistic religion to refer to groups of people who believe that an intermediary or a messenger (a shaman) can communicate with the spiritual world

Animism- a category used, especially by nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century scholars of naturalistic religion, to refer to the belief that spirits exist not only in humans but also in other animals, plants, rocks, mountains, rivers, clouds, thunder, and other naturally occurring phenomena

Magic- a category used, especially by nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century scholars of naturalistic religion, to refer to the belief that human beings can manipulate the natural world through supernatural power or through esoteric knowledge of natural laws

Polytheism- belief in more than one god

Proselytization- the practice of converting someone or some group of people to a religion 


Defining Religion

Substantive and Functional Definitions

· Substantive definitions provide answers to “What is religion?”
· Functional definitions provide answers to “What does religion do?”

Substantive Definitions of Religion- sometimes known as essentialist definitions, they maintain that religion has an essence that is universal (ex. The holy, the sacred, or a belief in spiritual beings)
· Focus on three features of religion:
· Things- gods, belief in higher powers, sacred scriptures, the divine, the holy
· Essence- religion is an affective or emotional response, rooted in the sacred
· Normative- standard that provide moral, spiritual and psychological guidance

Sacred- something or someone that is set apart or holy. It is often used in contrast with profane

Sui Generis- a Latin phrase meaning “of its own kind.” It is used by scholars of religion, especially those from the Religionswissenschaft school, who believe that religion is “of its own kind” and must therefore be studied with an appreciation for the irreducible truth that is in religion

Homo Religiosus- a phrase coined by Mircea Eliade to refer to the human quality of being religious

Moksha- a Sanskrit term meaning “release,” it means the escape from the cycle of birth and rebirth. Nirvana is its equivalent in Buddhism and mukti in Sikhism, although the manner in which humans are liberated from the cycle differs in each religion 

Nirvana- the state of being free from suffering, a central concept in the religions of India

Functional Definitions of Religion- favoured by sociologists and others scholars interested in studying what religions “do,” they focus on the behaviours of people and how those behaviours are connected to other aspects of the community
· Scholars who use this type of this definition are interested in sociology, psychology, and anthropology
· One criticism is that these definitions are not specific enough and are too sweeping

Toward a Stipulative Definition of Religion

Deity- an entity that exists beyond the natural world and is believed to affect the lives of the natural world, often in the form of a god

“Religions are systems of discourses, practices, communities, and institutions that draw on human and suprahuman powers to provide adherents access to ultimate meaning.”

The Usefulness of Our Definition 

· This definition invites us to study religions as coherent systems that maintain ways of communicating, acting, gathering, and regulating behaviour
· Stipulates that religions present humans with special pathways to authentic knowledge and truths that could be intellectual (rational), or experiential (non-rational)

Suprahuman- an adjective relating to abilities and models of existence that are greater than human

Theism- a broad term signifying belief in at least one god

Myth- in the field of religious studies, a story that communicates a community’s norms and values. For scholars of religious studies, a myth is neither true nor false, but important data that enables scholars to understand the various roles that the myth plays in a religion
· Narrative that conveys a community’s central values and understanding of the world
· Include stories about creation, heroes, tricksters, salvation/enlightenment, redemption, and the afterlife
· Found in scripture, oral histories, collections of teachings by revered leaders, in a religion’s art and architecture 

Doctrine- the formal teachings of a religion, typically in written form and promotes by authority figures or experts trained in interpreting the teachings
· Creeds, confessions of faith, legal declarations

Sect- the term has multiple meanings in religious studies and for this reason is often avoided by contemporary scholars. Traditionally it means a group that is opposed to and set apart from a recognized political or religious body. Some sociologists remain interested in the term because it enables them to examine groups that separate from other groups because they claim to be more authentic

Denomination- a subgroup of a religion

Gurdwara- a place of worship for Sikhs

SEPTEMBER 13TH: HOW DO WE STUDY “RELIGION”? (Pages 16-28)

How do we Study Religion?

Separation of Church and State- a phrase first used by Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) in 1802 to describe the “freedom of religion” and “non-establishment” clauses in the First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution. The Supreme Court of the United States affirmed this separation in 1878 and in a series of rulings beginning in 1947, leading to it becoming a “settled law”

Philosophical Approaches

· Use reason to engage with central areas of belief, claims about truth, and the human capacity to construct systems of logic and meaning
· Not interested in social and cultural conceptions of religion, but questions of meaning and value without resorting to faith perspectives or communities
· Focus on ontology and epistemology

Ontology- the branch of philosophy that studies being, existence, and reality

Epistemology- a branch of philosophy that in concerned with knowledge and ways of knowing

Agnosticism- the belief that human beings cannot know whether or not God exists

Theological Approaches

· “Theos” means “gods” and “logos” means “speech” or “inquiry”

Sociological Approaches

· Considers religion to be a social institution that exists alongside the economy, government, health care, education and other social institutions
· Religion remains an important element in society because it is, foundationally, the institution that unites people, links them to their common history, and strengthens their collective identity
· Contemporary issues sociologists consider today are secularization, civil religion, multiculturalism, religion and nationalism, religious violence and implicit (or invisible) religion

Anthropological Approaches

· Anthropology is the systematic study of the origins, development, customs, and beliefs associates with human culture, has much in common with sociology
· Geertz thinks that the anthropologist’s primary task is to understand completely the symbol system of a particular culture in order to gain access to the group’s cultural actors

Monotheism- belief in one god

Etic- analysis of cultural phenomena from the perspective of one who does not participate in the culture being studied

Emic- analysis of cultural phenomena from the perspective of one who participates in the culture being studied

Psychological Approaches

· Psychology is the study of mental functions and their relationship to both individual and social behaviours
· William James identified two types of religion
· Institutional religion refers to a religious group or organization that plays an important role in a society’s culture
· Personal religion, which is characterized by an individual’s having a mythical experience, can be experienced regardless of culture
· Gordon Allport suggested two types of religion
· Intrinsic religion displays characteristics of deeply held faith and devotion
· Extrinsic religion displays characteristics of utilitarian manipulation such as attending church or a temple to gain social status
· Daniel Batson added a third
· The quest allows for acceptance of doubt and critical questioning on part of the subject
· Major topics in current research of psychology of religion include social control, the relationship between emotions and spirituality, and personality traits associated with traditional theological concepts such as virtue, humility, and forgiveness

Collective Unconscious- a part of the unconscious mind, it is manifested in similar forms (archetypes) in all humanity because the human psyche organizes experiences in similar ways

Archetype- an innate form of expression generated by the collective unconscious, it is a base or prototypical idea (ex. The hero, the trickster, spatial representations such as wheels)

Phenomenological Approaches

· These approaches to religion have their foundation in a nineteenth-century philosophical movement that focused on data (phenomena) that could be presented to and experienced by human consciousness
· Phainomenon= that which appears
· Religion is irreducible, it exists sui generis
· Smart’s seven dimensions of religion:
1. Doctrinal and philosophical- systematic formulation of religious teachings in a systematic form
2. Mythical and narrative- the stories, which are often in forms of revelation, that communicate meaning and concepts that are integral to the religious community
3. Ethical and legal- the moral customs and legal rules that regulate human behaviour in a group and in many cases are regarded as revealed
4. Ritual- the forms and orders of religious ceremonies, which may be public or private and in many cases are regarded as revealed
5. Experiential- the private emotions of group members, including feelings of awe, guilt, ecstasy, bliss, misery, love and liberation
6. Institutional- the social frameworks and belief systems practiced by a group and often the bases for determining community identity and membership
7. Material- ordinary objects or places that have become sacred or supernatural, either symbolically or manifestly

Religionswissenschaft- from the German meaning “study of religion” or “science of religion.” Most often translated into English as “history of religions,” it is commonly associated with the work of Mircea Eliade

“Other” Approaches

- Approaches integrated into all aspects of religious studies

Feminism- a political, cultural, and economic movement as well as a critical framework aimed at the liberation of women from structures and situations of injustice

Postcolonial- a broad approach to academic study that examines and critiques the lasting effects of colonialism on people who were colonized

Orientalist- an increasingly outdates term for one who studies the cultures and peoples of “the East.” Orientalism is the term used by Edward Said to describe an inherent bias in Western scholarship that assumes an imperial view of the world











































Chapter 5- Indigenous Traditions

SEPTEMBER 15TH: ARTICULATING TRADITION: INDIGENOUS AND NON-INDIGENOUS CURRENTS (Pages 203-213, 227-232)

Introduction

Indigenous Populations- populations that developed strong attachments to and were the first inhabitants of their lands

First Nation- a term widely used in Canada to describe Indigenous people of a specific language and cultural group, typically identified with a specific territory

Elder- a senior member of an Indigenous group who is deemed to have special leadership qualities and is widely believed to be very wise

Central Beliefs

· Indigenous religions of the world are very diverse, reflecting nuances of local cultures, historical influences, relationships with nearby populations, and natural surroundings
· Indigenous= Native= Aboriginal= the original inhabitants of traditional territories and groups that have retained their spiritual, ecological, and cultural knowledge over many generations, even though they have lost control over their lands and resources to newcomers
· Examples of groups of Indigenous people across the globe are the Plains Cree, the Sioux, the Aborigines of Australia, the !Kung people of Botswana
· Cultural forms vary depending on nature of the natural resources available to them and their relationships with surrounding societies

Inuit- Indigenous people who live in the Arctic, usually above the tree line

Fourth World- a term used to describe Indigenous peoples around the world

Traditional Territories- the lands occupied and used by a specific Indigenous group in the generations before the arrival of newcomers, most often from Europe

Sources of Native Religious Tradition

· Indigenous spirituality is from the outset holistic in nature, tying Indigenous peoples to the natural world and revealing that all aspects of an ecosystem hold spiritual authority and insight
· Animals, plants, geological formations, rivers, lakes, seasons, clouds, stars, and the elements have spiritual powers that have to be acknowledged
· Link their understanding of creation and the role of human and human/nature relationships to local ecosystems
· Aboriginal life is spiritually rich, place themselves amidst a complex environmental setting, not above
· Nature is all-powerful, human life is less important
· Traditions and practices vary but follow pattern of recognizing multiple spiritual authorities and acknowledging that spirituality is a central aspect of life
· Have intense spiritual responsibilities and a worldview that focuses on recognizing the connections between the human and natural worlds

History and Development

The Arrival of Missionaries

· Missionaries brought an aggressive form of Christianity with them
· Moved into Sámi territories in the 1400s and expanded operations the following century
· Over time, Christian values competed with, were eventually imposed upon, and came to dominate traditional Sámi views
· The Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) pushed very aggressively into Indigenous societies
· Other Catholic orders and most of the Protestant dominations took less forceful roles
· Missionaries promoted the education of young people and in the nineteenth century became active participants in national residential and day-school movements
· Missionaries rushed to baptize Aboriginal people which led to race for souls
· Aboriginal people often were enthusiastic about the new faith, but sometimes missionaries were forcing people to adopt Christianity and some Christian settlements were run in a very authoritarian manner

Missionaries- members of a religious organization or church, usually associated with a Christian denomination, who seek to convert members of other faiths to their own

Race for Souls- contests between denominations, usually Catholic and Protestant, to claim religious dominion over a specific Indigenous group, usually through conversions and baptism

Indigenous Spirituality and Christianity

· Why did so many Aboriginal people surrender their traditional views and become Christians or adopt other faiths?
· “Moon of winter-time” hypothesis- Aboriginal people looked to Christianity when Native spiritual traditions failed to protect them in times of great hardship
· Imported European diseases killed at least 75% of many Indigenous populations (smallpox)
· Could bring commercial advantage
· Some priests and pastors stayed for long periods of time and inspired them through their words and deeds
· Many also taken by the message and vision of Christianity 
· Came to believe in the message of the newly arrived church
· Found it possible to follow both beliefs simultaneously, eliminating some of their old practices and rituals while still keeping some

Smallpox- a deadly virus, perhaps the most serious in history, that spread throughout the world during the age of European expansion and was responsible for the deaths of millions of Indigenous peoples

Traditional Medicines- local products, particularly herbs and other plants, used by Indigenous healers to treat illness

Shaman- an Indigenous spiritual and religious leader

Communitarian- describes a belief that the needs of the group are central to society and that the authority of the individual is often subsumed by the requirements of the larger population

Polygamy- the practice of a man having more than one wife

Indigenous Spiritual Responses

· Not all Indigenous people were okay with what was going on, and at times some people became leaders and promised to reintroduce their original ways
· In general these movements occurred at times of profound social change, when communities were questioning their spiritual and social direction and worried about their loss of traditional values

Revitalization Movements- efforts by Indigenous religious leaders to rebuild their society, often through efforts to rehabilitate traditional beliefs and customs

Syncretistic Movements- intense spiritual revivals that combine elements of Indigenous and other (typically Christian) religions

Assimilation and Acculturation Efforts

· Missionaries and government officials got the idea that it was their duty to eradicate traditional Indigenous customs and practices
· Sought to accomplish this with aggressive proselytizing, education of Native youth, and imposition of a sedentary, farm-based lifestyle
· Indigenous peoples and communities adapted almost as much as the promoters hoped they would
· Although things were changing, many key Indigenous practices remained, for example:
· Potlatch
· Sun Dance of the prairies
· Burying rituals
· Appeals to animal and natural spirits
· Other practices (polygamy) disappeared quickly
· Church and government agreed that they wanted to eliminate the rest of the “undesirable practices”
· Major ceremonial activities were banned, and people were imprisoned for continuing their traditions
· Many central practices continued underground, but it had considerable impact over time
· Over time, Indigenous societies came extensively (but not entirely) colonized, aligned with imperial cultures and socio-economic practices and increasingly separated from traditional ways of life and spiritual practices
· Pushed Native societies to the margins and left them outsiders in their traditional territories
· 1960s was a period marked by the rise of anticolonial movements and Aboriginal protests, where the mainstream churches substantially recanted, and decided their aggressive attacks had been wrong
· Most residential schools were closed
· Missionary efforts largely ceased
· Churches became stalwart defenders of Indigenous land and resource rights (many people don’t know that they had often been in the past too)
· After being ignored and then vigorously suppressed, Indigenous religion and spirituality became a cause for celebration and recognition


Residential Schools- special boarding schools for Indigenous children, designed to both convert them to Christianity and prepare them for integration into mainstream society

Potlatch- a gathering or feast, often with spiritual elements, in which the host family redistributes much of its wealth to guests

Anticolonial- against external control or domination, typically by a different ethnic group and often associated with protests against European imperial powers

The Canadian Context

· Spiritual expression through dance, singing, stage-of-life rituals, relationships with animals and the rest of the natural world, and concepts of deities and spiritual authority followed general Indigenous patterns

· Spiritual and religious practices are diverse and the populations themselves varied widely, from the mobile and remarkably adaptive Inuit of the Far North to the more sedentary and agricultural peoples of the Great Lakes region, among them the Huron and Iroquoian cultures
· West Coast traditions reflected the unique conditions along the Pacific watershed
· Spiritual and economic importance of the salmon fishery
· Maritimes across the subarctic and through the northern Great Plaines, populations moved with the seasons and availability of food, developing ways of living and cultures that reflected the potential of their particular region

· Subarctic peoples (lived in harsh environments and travelled extensively) had fewer religious traditions and activities, but similar to the Inuit lived in a world explained by myths
· In contrast, people of the northwest coast, plains and parklands of northern Prairies, and around and north of the Great Lakes, had complex spiritual traditions and practices
· The religions of these diverse peoples all include creation stories in varying forms, they describe how a dominant spirit reached the bottom of the sea, collected dirt or mud, and created Earth with it
· Most have a prominent spiritual figure possessed of great powers that shaped creation into its contemporary form, usually through act of great bravery or wisdom

· Complex web of celebrations and feasts, fertility rituals, purification rites, and invocations of the spirits to celebrate, recognize, and appease the powerful spirits
· Many Indigenous religions in Canada contain notions of a Great Spirit
· World or land of the dead- place where spirits of the deceased gather

· Native peoples of Canada counted on shamans to guide them on their spiritual journey and to protect them from evil spirits (blamed for illness or hardship)

· Shaman interpreted spiritual world, organized community celebrations, managed various spiritual and social groups
· Shaman’s ability to heal or help individuals overcome severe difficulty determined his or her authority (strong medicine= strong connection to spiritual world)

· Seasonal rituals reflect harvesting activities of the area
· West Coast peoples celebrated return of the salmon (first salmon caught in a year was often singled out for particular respect and thanked for surrendering itself to the people
· Rituals of the plains focused on the return and harvesting of the buffalo

Métis- people of mixed Indigenous and European ancestry, typically French-speaking and associated with the Catholic Church

Great Spirit- one of many names given to the dominant or most prominent spirit within Indigenous knowledge and faith systems

Native Peoples of Canada

Iroquois

· Land spanned the border between Canada and US
· Fierce warriors, strong allies, people determined to maintain control of their destiny after arrival of outsiders
· Complex and effective government systems
· Bountiful area where they mixed agriculture, hunting, and fishing, with more stability and less moving

· Spiritual world centered of Great Spirit, who was responsible for directing their affairs and influenced the world through other gods and spiritual guides
· Emphasized afterlife and challenged people to attend to wishes of Great Spirit for smooth transition after death
· Rich ceremonial tradition, focused largely on changes in seasons
· Traditions were complex, stable, and vital, governing personal relationships, celebrating availability of food, fortifying the people during times of conflict

Haida

· Pacific Northwest
· Known for dramatic longhouses, impressive totem poles, rich spiritual traditions
· Dances, masks, costumes, refined ceremonial activities are evidence of complex and spiritually intense society, as well as activities of shaman
· Totem poles and other artistic expressions relied on representations of the natural world
· Strong reliance on animal and bird symbolism
· Mammals, birds, fish, and other natural phenomena are as important as human beings
· Strong belief in reincarnation, and spirits moving between human and animal form
· Celebrated often and known for size and duration of potlatches
· Often involved presentation of gifts to spiritual guides and authorities, and included naming rituals for children, dances, singing, storytelling
· Celebrations of death included separation of the bodies by class or status, use of grave house to hold the body, or placement of remains on a mortuary pole and a funeral potlatch

Mortuary Poles- large carved totem poles that recognized the lives of individuals and ancestral ties
 
Inuit

· Moved widely over their Arctic territories
· Flexible society that involved making the most of the limited resources
· Women married young and changed partners or engaged in polygamous relationships
· World was awash with spirits, from powerful imagery of northern lights to great authority of whales and walruses
· Their spiritual views had ample room for ghosts and mythical creatures
· Long winter nights and fierce environment lent them to assumption of powerful forces at play in their world and provided ample time for sharing stories and culture
· Knew of their vulnerability and that attending to wished of spirits was central to their survival

· Had many gods
· Powerful undersea woman, Sedna, who exerted great influence over their lives
· Northern lights were forces of great danger, spirits of ancestors or spirit guides
· Religious practice was not codified or formal
· Shaman called on spirits at times of hunting, illness, or conflict and offered explanations 
· Did not claim control over spiritual world but sought to maintain a balanced relationship with many spirits and forces around them

Métis

· Distinctive Indigenous culture born from intermarriage of Indigenous peoples and newcomers (principally French-speaking Catholics associated with fur trade)
· Children of the fur trade developed strong and stable culture based around North West and Hudson’s Bay companies and in the nineteenth century the prairie buffalo hunt
· Drew heavily on both ancestries 
· Economically relied strongly on Indigenous skills, serving as voyageurs for fur traders and suppliers for fur-trading posts

· Catholic priests lived and travelled with Métis on their major journeys, and Catholicism became strongly identified with the, from the early days
· Often maintained social and cultural ties with First Nations relatives and participated in their social and religious activities, but in general remained devout Catholics

SEPTEMBER 20TH: TRANSMITTING TRADITION: THE WISDOM OF ELDERS (Pages 213-215, 221, In the Words of Elders: Aboriginal Cultures in Transition)

Spiritual and Religious Practices

· Native religions operated through structures, activities, and concepts that differed in the specifics but not in their general contours from other faith traditions

Trickster Characters

· Mischievous characters who figure prominently in storytelling, song, dance, and ritual
· Something of an anti-authority figure- devious, funny, crass and occasionally bawdy
· Change character, personality, and roles, proving their flexibility and unreliability 
· Most prominent include Coyote, Nanabush, Raven
· Change genders and physical appearance, generate great fun, and celebrate sex
· Influential spiritual leaders and silly creatures who highlight absurd aspects of life
· Tricksters are given credit for creating stability and a semblance of order in the world and for transforming spiritual reality into a physical presence

Creation Stories

· Indigenous religions place considerable emphasis on creation stories that explain the origins of the world, the emergence of animal and plant life, and the arrival of human beings
· Vary widely among Indigenous cultures and are often associated with specific geographic or natural phenomena within the group’s traditional territory

Deities

· Figure prominently in Indigenous religions but rarely in the form of a dominant single God
· Spiritual power is typically distributed amongst and throughout the natural world
· Major spirits are deemed responsible for all manner of human and natural events, often with their spiritual authority distributed by function or aspect of life

Spiritual Leadership

· Before Christian missionaries and leaders arrive, Native peoples sought and found solace and direction through spiritual guides
· Some societies called these people witch doctors and were believed to possess the power to punish or reward as the spirits dictated
· Others called them shamans or medicine men and relied on them to provide direction or to invoke traditional customs and ceremonies to meet local needs
· In some groups spiritual leadership came from powerful women who understood and interpreted the spiritual world
· Shamans play vital role in areas where Native religions remain active
· Perform variety of healing and spiritual functions, depending on the local culture, using traditional medicines, spiritual connections, and understandings to provide advice, ensure cultural continuity, interpret dreams, mediate disputes over resource use, and connect people to spiritual world
· Dominate ceremonial life, including naming the newborn, and provide protection for members of their communities by invoking spiritual protection and by using their medicines, spiritual connections, and understanding of the spiritual world to guide human behaviour

Authorities

Orality- the deep and powerful influences of oral traditions, such as storytelling, elders’ lessons, dances, and singing, on cultures that do not communicate extensively through writing

· Orality remains a cornerstone of Indigenous spirituality
· Aboriginal groups had multiple deities and believed that spiritual authority existed all around the individual and the group
· Highly vigilant with regard to spiritual behaviour and well aware that spiritual authorities were abundant in their lives
· The Tricksters’ unconventional behaviour replicated the unreliability of human and natural worlds
· Do not have clear authorities, nut it rests in the land, animals and elements and is expressed through human recognition of the power, mystery, and spiritual intensity of the natural world

In the Words of Elders- Aboriginal Cultures in Transition

SEPTEMBER 22ND: EMBODYING TRADITION: RITUAL AND SPIRITUALITY (Pages 216-220, 221-224, The Sweatlodge: An Aboriginal Healing Tool)

The Sweatlodge: An Aboriginal Healing Tool










































Chapter Two- Judaism

OCTOBER 4TH: ARTICULATING TRADITION: GOD, HUMANITY, AND COVENANT (Pages 31-42)

Introduction

Matzah- a flat, cracker-like bread eaten during the holiday of Passover

Seder- the festive meal held during the holiday of Passover, which commemorates the Israelites’ liberation from slavery in Egypt

Rabbi- a Jewish spiritual leader and teacher, often regarded as an expert in Jewish law

Torah- from a word meaning “instruction,” this is the primary sacred sculpture of the Jews, also known as the Hebrew Bible or the five books of Moses. The term can also refer to the entire corpus of Jewish teachings

Talmud- a vast collection of rabbinic writings dealing with matters of law, ethics, philosophy, history, and folk practices. One version of the Talmud was compiled by the rabbinic community in the land of Israel while the other was compiled by the rabbis in Babylonia. The Babylonian Talmud would ultimately become the text to dictate Jewish practice.

· Between 12 and 18 million Jews worldwide, 0.2% of world population
· Any expression of Judaism can be plotted on one of three “maps”:
1. Jewish self-identity
2. Textual tradition
3. Religious practice
· All relate to notion of a covenant, or agreement, between God and the Jewish people
· Text-based tradition

Central Beliefs

The Uniqueness and Oneness of God

Midrash- a rabbinic interpretation of scripture

Names of God

· Represented by four Hebrew letters in the Bible- yud, hay, vav, hay
· Replaced by Adonai (“my lord”) or Hashem (“the name”), Jehovah
· The Tetragrammaton (“four-letter word”)
· Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh (“I am,” or “I will be what I will be”)

The Shema Prayer

· Line of text from book of Deuteronomy, recited twice daily as part of the morning and evening prayer services: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord is your God, the Lord is One”
· This should pervade every aspect of one’s life, teach and speak of these precepts at all times and wright these words on hands, foreheads, gates and doorposts

Mezuzah- a piece of parchment, often in a decorative case, affixed to doorposts of Jewish homes

Tefillin- worn on arms and forehead

The Nature of God

Shekhinah- God’s presence on earth

Maimonides and the Thirteen Principles of Faith

1. God is the Creator of the Universe.
2. God is One.
3. God has no body, form, or likeness.
4. God is eternal. There was never a time when God did not exist, and there will never be a time when God will cease to exist.
5. One must pray only to God.
6. God revealed himself to the prophets.
7. Moses is the greatest of the prophets.
8. The Torah was given by God to Moses.
9. The Torah is eternal; God will not change the Torah, nor will God allow the Torah to be superseded.
10. God knows all the thoughts and all the deeds of people.
11. God rewards those who keep God’s laws and punishes those who disobey them.
12. God will send the Messiah to usher in a new and better world.
13. God will revive the dead.

Humanity

Adam and Eve

· Many consequences for eating from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil
· The serpent is cursed to crawl on his belly for eternity and endure abuse from Adam and Eve’s descendants
· Eve is punished with pain in childbirth and is told her husband will rule over her
· Adam is told the ground is now cursed – food will no longer be readily available 
· The couple and all of their descendants will no longer be immortal and will eventually die

The Evil versus the Good: A Tale of Two Inclinations

· According to rabbis, humans are given free will and are seen as struggling between two inclinations, one to do good and the other to do evil
· Evil inclination thought to be with us when we are born
· Good inclination develops in humans only around age when we become responsible for our moral choices
· Evil inclination is not regarded as a demonic force, it is a drive to act according to our desires
· Role of good inclination to keep the evil in check

Covenant

· Brit in Hebrew
· God enters into a covenant with Abraham to multiply his progeny, make them into a great nation, and grant them the land of Canaan as their homeland
· This is in return for Abraham’s having left the only home he has ever known, in Ur of the Chaldees, to set out for Canaan upon God’s urging
· God commands Abraham to cut in half a series of animals to seal the deal
· God then appears to Abraham in a vision and passes between the animal pieces, which means that what he has promised will come to pass
· In return for all that God has offered Abraham, he and all his male descendants must also agree to be circumcised on the 8th day after their birth
· At Mount Sinai, after the Israelites have been freed from slavery in Egypt and are on their way to the land that was promised to them by God, the covenant is renewed and spelled put in greater detail through the giving of the Torah

The Ten Commandments

1. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the Land of Egypt
2. You shall have no other Gods before me
3. You shall not take the Lord’s name in vain
4. Keep the Sabbath day as holy
5. Honour your parents
6. Do not murder
7. Do not commit adultery
8. Do not steal
9. Do not bear false witness
10. Do not covet your neighbour’s property

· 613 laws in the Torah - 248 positive laws or prescriptions, and 365 negative laws or prohibitions

Oral Law

Halacha- Jewish law as it developed from the time of the Mishnah until today. It is a combination of both the oral law and the written law as understood by the rabbis of the Talmud

Women and the Commandments

· The great majority of commandments apply uniformly to all Jews, but some are clearly divided along gender lines 

Patriarchy- the institutionalization of male dominance over women and children in the family and the extension of male dominance over women in society in general

· The early sages suggested that women were exempt from all positive, time-bound commandments
· Thou shalt vs. thou shalt not

Chosenness

Afterlife

Sheol- a dark, mysterious place where the dead can briefly arise with God’s assistance

Olam ha-bah- concept of an afterlife, “the world to come”

Messiah

· “Anointed one”
· In traditional Jewish though the Messiah was not considered to be divine, nor was he considered to be Jesus, he was expected to be an ideal king, descended from the line of King David, who would rule on earth in a time of righteousness
· Throughout Jewish history, several people have claimed to be the Messiah, but all have been rejected as false
· Jesus is understood by Jews as just one among many of these dales messianic claimants

Tikkun Olam: Repairing the World

· Originally, tikkun olam was a post-biblical concept that referred to modifying Jewish law in the name of social order or the public good, now associated with the repairing of the world
· Synonymous with social justice
· Some people act morally and ethically not because of a fear of what awaits them in the afterlife, but out of a sense of duty to the world

OCTOBER 6TH: SHAPING TRADITION: FROM THE TORAH TO THE RABBIS (Pages 42-54)

Sources

Torah

· Primary sacred text of the Jews
· Word derives from “teaching” or “instruction”
· Five books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
· Can also encompass these as well as the writings of the prophets and a section called “Writings”
· Collectively these texts are also called the Tanakh

The Five Books of Moses

· Several different genres if writing in these texts – lists of laws and ethical teachings, genealogies, poems, prayers, narrative texts

The Prophets

· Next section begins where Deuteronomy leaves off, with the conquering and settlement of the land of Canaan

The Writings

Authorship

· Traditional Jews believe that all three sections of the Tanakh were divinely inspired, although the five books of Moses are regarded as the most sacred

The Documentary Hypothesis

Higher Criticism- scholarly movement developed in the 19th century that stripped the Hebrew Bible of its divine origins

What’s in a Name: Differences between the Torah and the Old Testament

· Sometimes Testament and Torah are used interchangeably 
· Testament is generally understood as another word for covenant
· Old does not simply mean ancient but outdated 

Ritual Uses

· Community is supposed to assemble once every seven years to have the book of law read aloud so that every person will be aware of their obligations
· Current practices involve Torah readings during prayer services on Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
· The five books of Moses are divided so that the entire scroll can be read within a year

The Torah Scroll

· Kept in an ornamental cabinet, reminiscent of the Ark of the Covenant, where the Ten Commandments were originally housed
· Yad is used to touch the Torah instead of fingers

The Mishnah

Mishnah- an interpretation of the legal material in the Torah compiled by Rabbi Judah the Patriarch around 200 C.E.

· Focusing on:
· Agricultural laws
· Laws to do with festivals
· Laws governing male and female relationships
· Damages
· Temple procedures
· Ritual purification

The Talmud

· Two versions written – the Babylonian and Palestinian
· Babylonian Talmud is much longer and today dictates current practice for traditional Jews
· While the Mishnah generally records concluded legal opinions, the Talmud includes the debates and step-by-step reasoning processes used by the rabbis of this later period

Midrash

Midrash- “to search”, “to inquire”, the complex and creative principles behind the dissecting and interpreting of the Tanakh or Mishnah that appear in the Talmud

· Two types of midrash found in the Talmud – midrash halacha and midrash aggada
· First pertains questions of law and Jewish practice and follows strict guidelines, second is more fluid and encompasses the non-legal material

Other Sources

Responsa- compilations of questions and answers addressed to community rabbis on everyday matters of Jewish law

Zohar- the main text of Jewish mysticism, which understands God’s manifestation in the universe as ten emanations of divine energy

History

The Biblical Period (2000-538 B.C.E.)

Exodus from Egypt

· Would have occurred around 1200 B.C.E.

Settlement, Exile, Return

· The rule of people by judgment and eventual establishment of monarchy in Israel

Roles of Men and Women in Israelite Culture

· Women figure prominently in biblical texts
· Mentioned less frequently and hold fewer positions of leadership than men
· Bible still provides portrayals of women as prophets, judges and warriors, ruling queens

The Second Temple Period (587 B.C.E.-70 C.E.)

Sabbath- the Jewish day of rest, observed on Saturdays. The Sabbath commemorates the fact that God rested on the seventh day after creating the universe, according to the Hebrew Bible

The Rabbinic Period (70-700 C.E.)

· Now two major centers of Jewish life, one in Palestine and one in Babylonia

OCTOBER 11TH: NEGOTIATING TRADITION: DENOMINATIONALISM, ANTI-SEMITISM, AND ZIONISM (Pages 60-67, 76-83)

The Modern Period (From c. 1800)

Enlightenment and Emancipation

· Traditional institutions, customs and values were critically reexamined
· Cultural and intellectual life blossomed
· Science prevailed over religion as the major source of authority
· New era of tolerance, and they became citizens
· Napoleon

Moses Mendelssohn

Haskalah- the Jewish Enlightenment, in which traditional attitudes toward religion were challenged as Jews encountered the new, scientific, philosophical, political, and cultural modes of thought that were gaining ground in Europe

· Mendelssohn translated the Torah into German

New Denominations

The Reform Movement

· Also known as Liberal Judaism

Orthodoxy

· Regards halacha as binding

Conservative Judaism

· Between Reform and Orthodox theologies

Reconstructionism

· Uses halacha as a series of folkways that each community can choose to adopt

Anti-Judaism Becomes Anti-Semitism

Anti-Semitism- hatred of and discrimination against Jews. Anti-Semitic ideas led to the death of six million Jews under the Nazi regime between 1933 and 1945

Zionism

Zionism- the movement to establish a Jewish homeland in the biblical land of Israel

The Holocaust

Shoah- a word meaning “calamity,” the Hebrew term for referring to the Holocaust

Establishment of the State of Israel

· 1948

Jewish Life in Israel

Authority

North American Leadership

· No one organization purports to represent the entire Jewish people

Reform, Conservative, and Reconstructionist Leadership

· All have their own rabbinical colleges
· Each also has their own governing council

Orthodox Leadership

· Trains prospective rabbis in seminaries known as a yeshivot

Israel

· Only Orthodoxy is recognized as having religious authority in matters of Jewish law

Identity

Cultural Judaism

· Is it possible to reject all Jewish practice and still continue to self-identify as Jewish?
· Some people it is more of a cultural or ethnic identity than a religious one

Identity and Israeli Immigration Laws

· Law of Return granted automatic citizenship to any Jewish person wishing to live in Israel
· From this perspective, a Jew is someone who would have been regarded as a Jew in Nazi Germany
· Hitler’s policies affected not only those born to a Jewish mother and converts, but also those whose fathers were Jewish, who even had one Jewish grandparent, or who were married to a Jew

Whose Conversion Is It Anyway?

· Non-Orthodox conversion are enough to be considered as a citizen, but not recognized by the Chief Rabbinate 

Religious Diversity

Denominationalism versus Post-denominationalism

Ashkenazi versus Sephardic

The Canadian Context

OCTOBER 13TH: EMBODYING TRADITION: THE CENTRALITY OF PRACTICE (Pages 67-76)

Spiritual and Religious Practices

The Synagogue

Public Worship

Minyan- the quorum of ten people required for the recitation of certain prayers

Structure

Mehitzah- partition meant to separate men from women during worship

Attire

Tallit- the prayer shawl worn in the synagogue

Tefillin- small black leather boxes worn on the head and arm during morning prayers. These boxes contain passages from the Hebrew Bible

Dress Code in Daily Life

Sheytel- wig to cover hair of a married woman in public

Kippah- small, round skullcap

Major Jewish Festivals

· Days begin at sunset, so all festivals begin in the evening

The Sabbath

· Commences Friday night at sunset and ends at sunset on Saturday evening
· All activities connected with building and operating the Jerusalem Temple are forbidden

Rosh Hashana

· Jewish New Year, the day that God created the universe
· Occurs in the fall, over two days marks the beginning of the Ten Days of Awe
· Spent in the synagogue
· Custom to eat fruits and honey to have a sweet year

Shofar- ram’s horn, which is blown throughout the day to awaken worshippers to their obligation to repent for their sins

Yom Kippur

· Jewish Day of Judgment 
· Ten days after Rosh Hashana
· Spend the day fasting and praying for forgiveness

Sukkot

Sukkah- Hebrew word meaning “booth” or “hut”

· Temporary dwelling that Jews use for eight days during the Festival of Booths
· Five days after Yom Kippur
· Holiday of thanksgiving
· Immediately after is the holiday of Simchat Torah

Hannukah

· Marks the re-consecration of the Jerusalem Temple by the Maccabees after it was made ritually impure

Menorah- seven-branched oil lamp

· When it was made pure again, there was only enough oil to keep the menorah lit for one day, however it miraculously lasted for eight days

Dreidels- spinning tops

Purim

· Jewish Halloween

Passover

· Eight-day spring festival commemorating the liberation of the Israelites from slavery in ancient Egypt

Shavuot

· Commemorates the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai and also marks the grain harvest, as well as the time when the first fruits would be brought to the Temple in Jerusalem
· Celebrated by staying up all night immersed in Torah study and by eating dairy products, since before the Torah, Israelites were unaware of laws concerning proper slaughter of animals

Dietary Laws: Keeping Kosher

Kosher- food that is fit for consumption according to Jewish law

Eating Animals

· Must have split hooves and must regurgitate its food before digesting it
· Cows and sheep are kosher, pigs and camels are not
· Fish that have both fins and scales are kosher

Milk and Meat

· Meat and milk products are not allowed to be eaten together

Rationale for the Laws

Purity Laws

· Prohibition on having sexual relations with a woman having her period

Mikveh- the ritual bath that renders women sexually available

Rites of Passage

Birth

Brit- the covenant that God established with the people of Israel in the Torah. One of  the signs of the covenant is the brit mila, or circumcision, that all Jewish males undergo at eight days of age

Bar and Bat Mitzvah

· Coming-of-age ceremony

Marriage

Ketubah- a traditional Jewish marriage contract that stipulates a husband’s religious obligations to his wife

· Breaking of the Glass

Death

· Body is guarded by special attendants

Shiva- seven days during which mourners remove themselves from regular, everyday activities

Mourner- a person who has lost a parent, spouse, sibling or child

Kaddish- traditional prayer for the dead





















Chapter 3- Christianity

NOVEMBER 1ST: ARTICULATING TRADITION: GOD, HUMANITY, AND SALVATION (Pages 89-95)

Introduction

Easter- celebration of the resurrection to new life of Jesus Christ, the most important feast day in the Christian calendar

Resurrection- the term used in the New Testament for the events following Jesus’s crucifixion and burial; for some liberal Christians, a metaphor for renewal

Roman Catholic Church- another name for the Catholic Church, those churches that are in communion with the Bishop of Rome (the pope)

Orthodox- from the Greek orthodoxos, meaning, “having the right opinion,” a term that came to mean adherence to the creed of Nicaea; also the name for churches of eastern Christianity such as the Greek and Russian Orthodox

Bishop- a Christian official who has oversight of churches in a certain region, a position established in Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, and some other Protestant churches. Bishops are only male in the Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions but may be either male or female in Anglican/ Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist, and other Protestant bodies

Quakers- the popular name for those belonging to the Religious Society of Friends, a Christian movement of the 1650s that grew up around the teachings of George Fox

Mary Magdalene- an early female follower or disciple of Jesus who, according to the New Testament, was a witness to his crucifixion and the first to encounter the resurrected Christ. In some Gnostic Christian writings she is considered an Apostle

Christian (Gregorian) Calendar- a revision of the older Julian or Roman calendar, named for Pope Gregory XIII, who promulgated the new calendar in 1582. After the Middle Ages, the years following the birth of Christ were cited as Anno Domini (A.D., or “the year of our Lord”) and the years preceding his birth B.C. or “before Christ.” Today the years are cited as C.E. (Common Era) and B.C.E. (before the Common Era).

· The more than two billion Christians form about 30% of the world religions
· Most widespread and most diverse

Creed- an early statement of the Christian faith, articulating its central beliefs

· In the beginning, God created the world and everything in it. These words stem from the opening lines of the Hebrew Tanakh, the sacred writing of the Jewish people, which were also the sacred scripture of the first Christians
· The relationship between God and humanity is disrupted and broken. Humanity is not all it should be and needs to be restored to a right relationship with God
· The story of the death and resurrection of Jesus has led to an understanding of Jesus as redeemer of humanity and restorer of the relationship between God and humanity

The Spiritual Quest

· Quest for wholeness, an overcoming of that which keeps humans estranged from God

Salvation- the act of saving, rescuing, or making whole, the Christian teaching of the way in which humanity is restored to communion with God
· Word means “made whole, delivered, healed”
· In Christianity, the quest is to be restored to communion with God

Central Beliefs

· Christianity emerged around the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth

Incarnate- from the Greek ensarkosis (Latin incarnatio), meaning “made flesh.” It is a Christian teaching that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14), meaning that Jesus Christ was the incarnate word of God

The Divine

Church- an assembly, congregation, or community that gathers to worship God

Redeemer- Jesus’s death on the cross is believed to have redeemed sinful humanity and restored it to a relationship with God

· Trinitarian understanding of God as “three in one, one in three”: namely God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, or God as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. 
· God is known through divine self-disclosure, or revelation
· Christians believe that God is disclosed as redemptive love in Jesus Christ, as witnessed to in the Bible

Bible- a collection of writings that form the sacred scripture of Christianity. There are differences among Catholics, Orthodox, and Protestants concerning the books to be included in the Bible

Demiurge- lower creator god or being some Gnostic Christians believed created the heavens and the earth

Humanity and the Human Condition

· Humanity is created “in the image of God, male and female he created them”
· The affirmation that the Creation comes from God and that it is good is shared across all forms of Christianity 
· Teaches the goodness of humanity, recognizes humanity is broken

· In Christian traditions this broken human condition that estranges humans from God, neighbours, and the self is spoken of as sin

The Doctrine of Original Sin

· Pelagius- believes everyone enters the world innocent and is then corrupted by the surrounding environment
· More liberal
· Saint Augustine- championed idea of original sin
· More conservative

NOVEMBER 3RD: SHAPING TRADITION: TWO FORMATIVE PERIODS (Pages 99-108, 111-115).

History

The World at the Birth of Jesus

· Originated in the first century
· Jesus of Nazareth born in about 4 B.C.E.
· Differences of belief and practices across the world, there was a shared assumption that the visible world of everyday was enfolded in a larger, invisible world of spirit

Jesus in History

· Grew up in Nazareth, small village in Galilee, two or three days’ walk from Jerusalem
· Born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem, near Jerusalem
· When he began his ministry, he was baptized by his cousin, John the Baptist, in the River Jordan
· Began his ministry around 30 years old, following a time of prayer alone in the wilderness
· Then began teaching in synagogues and the countryside of Galilee
· Returned to Nazareth and went to the synagogue to read from the prophet Isaiah 
· Spent the next 1-3 years gathering a group of followers to travel and teach as well as heal the sick
· Travelled to Jerusalem at the end of this time, where he was arrested and put to death by the Roman authorities
· Mary Magdalene and other early women followers took spices to the tomb to anoint his body but when they arrived it was empty

Jesus in the Canonical Gospels

· The early Christian writings = Gospels = the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John

Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles

· Saul of Tarsus, became Paul, apostle to the Gentiles, central figure in development of Christianity
· Was a Pharisee – member of a prominent sect that observed Jewish law strictly, and was a strong opponent of the followers of Jesus
· Received a commission to become a follower of Jesus Christ and spent the rest of his life doing missionary work until he died as a Christian martyr

From an Outlaw Religion to the Religion of the Empire

· 64 C.E. fire destroyed large sections of Rome, early Christians were blamed and punished for it by Emperor Nero, this was the first persecution of early Christians
· In Constantine’s Edict of Milan in 313, Christianity was legalized and waves of persecution ended
· Persecution continued into early 4th century

Christian Apologists

· Group of Christian thinkers who emerged to address issues of Christians arguing about their beliefs in second and third centuries during persecution periods as they sough to gain respect from Roman and Greek critics
· Uncertain how to explain the relationship of the Christ to God
· All realized their Christian faith was built upon a three-articled faith:
· A faith in God the Father, “the Creator of Heaven and Earth”
· In God the Son, “His Son our Lord”
· In God the Holy Spirit, “the Lord and Giver of Life”
· Relationship between each of these articles of faith remained a mystery

· By 380 became the official religion of the Roman empire

· Justin Martyr, the First Christian Apologist

Councils, Thinkers, Monks, and the Christian Church (325-1000)

· Christian communities became state-supported institutions
· Constantine was regarded as a Christian emperor
· Constantine reigned 306-337
· He discovered there was a great deal of disagreement among Christians and called a gathering of leaders of the church to address these issues, leading to the formation of a new institution called a council

Councils

· In 325 the bishops were invited to gather with Constantine (318 bishops)
· Decided the fatherhood of God was eternal and thus His son was also eternal
· Result was the Creed of Nicaea, or Nicene Creed
· Settled the date of Easter (use the solar calendar) 
· Prohibition on self-castration, usury among priests, and kneeling during the liturgy
· Over the next four centuries, there were six more ecumenical councils

The Cappadocian Fathers

· In the era between the first council and the second
· Helped to clarify Christian teachings
· Became known as apophatic thinkers, those who acknowledge that God is ineffable, or beyond words and concepts

Augustine of Hippo

· Christian thought began moving in a direction that was more focused on the moral and social dimensions of Christianity than on the mystical elements that were more evident in eastern Christianity

Monks and Monasticism

Protest, Reform, and Renewal: An Era of Reform, 1500-1750

· In 1517, a monk and professor, Martin Luther, initiated a movement that would fracture the unity of western Christianity
· Later called the Reformation, and it gave rise to several new forms of Protestant Christianity

Voices of Protestant Reform: Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist, and Anglican

The Lutheran Way: Sola Fidei, or Faith Alone

· Luther believed that Christians were mistaken in their belief that it was their good works that earned them God’s favour rather than realizing that, in Jesus Christ, God has already extended gracious love toward all
· Faith preceded good works
· Faith to be understood as “God’s work in us”

The Reformed Way

· Great Catholic humanist Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) began to challenge what he perceived as superstitious elements in Christianity
· Renewed attention to scripture could purify the church and society
· Jean Calvin (1509-64) came to lead the Reform movement in 1530s, known for his emphasis on the sovereignty of God

The Anabaptist Way

· Opened in Zurich by those who rejected the ritual of infant baptism, name meaning those who are baptized again as adults

The Anglican Way

· In 1534, King Henry VIII transferred authority over form the church in England from the Pope to the monarch
· Series of acts known as “the dissolution of the monasteries” followed, allowing the Crown to take ownership of monastic and church properties in England
· Anglicanism maintained both Catholic and Reformed traditions under one roof

Reform in the Catholic Tradition

· Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1536) sought renewal of the moral life of Catholic Christianity
· In 1540, Ignatius of Loyola founded the Jesuits

The Council of Trent

· Catholic Church’s response to the Protestant Reformation
· Clarified Catholic teaching in relation to scripture and tradition, enhanced the education of priests, standardized the liturgy, and led to a revised Catholic breviary
· Breviary includes regulations for the celebration of Mass, the official daily prayers of the church

Discovering the New World: Christianity and Colonization

· Christopher Columbus discovering Americas in 1492

Reforming the Reformers

· The Protestant reformers had proclaimed the doctrine of a “priesthood of believers”
· Challenged the view that the religious could achieve a higher level of union with God than ordinary people.
· Doctrine meant that all believers had direct access to God through Christ
· This teaching introduced a democratic element into Christianity and profoundly enhanced the status of lay Christians

Puritans

· 1550s saw emergence of Puritan movement 
· Puritans were determined to extend reform within the church and the world, so they became known as “worldly reformers”
· Gave rise to many dissenters against the Anglican establishment
· Saw Christ (not pope or sovereign) as the head of the church, opposed vestments, and sought congregational structures of hierarchy as opposed to hierarchical
· Saw themselves as visible saints, people who had experienced “new birth” and now lived a righteous life

Pietists

· Founded by Phillip Jakob Spener (1635-1705)
· Encouraged Christians to meet together in small groups to read the Bible
· Argued that the Bible was the living Word and addressed the everyday concerns of human beings
· Christians should help one another discern the meaning of the Bible for their lives, and do not need to depend on the ministers

Methodists

· Mid-1700s, John Wesley initiated this movement
· Believed that all Christians were loved by God and called to a life of holiness
· Spirit of God was at work in the human heart to root out pride, self-will, and anger
· Christians were not only justified, but that they were also being inwardly transformed in the image of Christ (called sanctification or “Christian perfection”)
· Christians were becoming more like Christ
· Christian perfection = holiness

NOVEMBER 8TH: EMBODYING TRADITION: WORSHIP AND DEVOTION (Pages 118-128).

Spiritual and Religious Practices

· Some see the church as the “mystical body of Christ” or, “one holy, catholic, and apostolic church”, or as a koinonia (community) gathered in the name of Jesus
· All are consecrated places where people gather to pursue religious and spiritual ends (in worship, prayer, music, and celebration)
· Central spiritual and religious practices of Christianity grow out of the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, and later an understanding of the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, as the gateway to knowing God
· Love of God and neighbour summarizes Jesus’s teaching
· Central to his life was prayer and the Last Supper, that became the centerpiece of Christian worship

Worship in Early Christianity

· Gathered in homes or synagogues where they prayed, sang psalms, and shared a sacred meal based on the last supper that Jesus shared with his disciples during the Jewish Passover
· Gatherings were also an occasion for instruction in the new faith and the new order that they believed God had initiated with the resurrection
· Recommendation that Christians say the Lord’s Prayer three times a day and whenever they gather, as well as a commentary on the Lord’s Supper that was celebrated
· With institution of Christianity as the religion of the state in the fourth century came the building of churches as places of public worship

Christian Worship

· Worship is a gathering in the presence of the sacred
· Christian worship is a corporate action employing words, gestures, songs, silence, and prayer to recapitulate the central Christian story

Worship in Catholic Christianity

· Centered in the Eucharist – a celebration that grew out of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples, the Last Supper
· Popularly called the Mass
· Dip a finger in holy water and make the sign of the cross
· Kneeling and making sign of the cross before entering pew
· Kneel to pray before taking seat
· “This is my Body, given for you. This is my Blood, given for you.”
· Action of consecration is high point of mass

Worship in Orthodox Christianity

· Worship is known as the Divine Liturgy
· Liturgy means “a public work of the people”
· The phrase “basileia tou theou” (the kingdom of God) is written over the entrance
· Ecclesia = church = God’s kingdom
· Services engage the whole person and invoking all the senses
· The Divine Liturgy, especially the Eucharist, is the vision and the image of true human life as God created it and intended it to become

Worship in Protestant Christianity

· Extremely varied
· Varies from “high” liturgical traditions of Anglicans and Lutherans to the “low” liturgical, or plain, services of the Reformed traditions to the silence of Quaker gatherings
· Anglicans created Book of Common Prayer that is still followed
· Lutherans revised the traditional Catholic service, making proclamation of the word the centerpiece of worship
· Reformed traditions rejected idea of worship as a sacramental activity and instead built their version around prayer, reading of scriptures, and sermon

Sacrament- an outward sign of an invisible grace

· Eucharist or Mass was not central to every worship service as it was with Catholics and Orthodox
· Wide ranged of teachings concerning Eucharist, Protestants call it the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion
· Anglicans and Lutherans have retained a sacramental understanding of the Eucharist
· Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Baptists understand the Lord’s Supper as a memorial event
· Pentecostal and Evangelical churches put emphasis on joyful singing, preaching, or proclamation and prayer

The Church Year: Christian Festivals and Celebrations

Church Year- a division of the calendar into seasons punctuated by holidays (“holy days”) and festivals that mark crucial moments in the life of Christ. It begins with Advent, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas

Advent- the beginning season of the Christian liturgical year, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas

· Purpose of church-year calendar is to lead the community on a spiritual journey reenacting the Christian narrative
· More liturgical Protestant churches continue traditions of church year with some variations
· Less liturgical Protestant churches don’t really follow year but celebrate Christmas and Easter
· Christmas was established in the fifth century

Epiphany- a Christian feast celebrating the Divine incarnated in Jesus; in Western churches, traditionally celebrated on January 6th, commemorating the Magi finding infant Jesus. Eastern churches celebrate Epiphany of January 19th, commemorating Jesus’s baptism by John the Baptist

· Nineteenth century that Christmas trees were introduced

· Lent is a period of prayer and fasting, begins in February and leads up to Easter, the central festival of Christianity
· In Catholic communities (and in a less boisterous way among Orthodox Christians) it is preceded by Carnival, a time of festivities, masquerade, merrymaking, and public parades
· Mardi Gras

Christian Rituals and Sacraments

Rites of Passage

· Rituals that mark the transition from one stage of life to another
· In early societies the central rite of passage was the initiation rite that marled the transition from childhood to adulthood
· Some of these ritual practices came to be known among Catholics as sacraments
· Among Orthodox, these are called mysteries
· Protestants vary in their understandings

Catholic Sacraments, Orthodox Mysteries, Protestant Rites

· Seven sacraments in Catholic and Orthodox traditions
· With Orthodox, they acknowledge the same seven, but number is not fixed, can be more that serve to bring one closer to God
· Baptism, confirmation (chrismation), the Eucharist, holy orders, marriage, penance, anointing of the sick
· Protestants (Anglicans and Lutherans) have reduced the number to two – baptism and the Eucharist

· Quakers do not practice baptism

Christian Spiritual Practices

Reading the Bible

Prayer

Prayer and Meditation in the Monastic Traditions

· The Desert Fathers

The Jesus Prayer

· Pray without ceasing  (repetition)

Spontaneous or Free Prayer

· Central to Quakers and Pentecostals

Marian Devotion

· Devotion to Mary, mother of Jesus
· In Orthodox traditions, theotokos = Mary = god-bearer
· Rosary 

Pilgrimage

Pilgrimage- a spiritual journey to a site considered holy

· Go to fulfill a vow, gain spiritual benefits, to receive forgiveness for a wrong doing, or seek healing of an illness

NOVEMBER 10TH: NEGOTIATING TRADTION: AUTHORITY, DIVERSITY, AND IDENTITY (Pages 128-135, 143-145).

Authority

· No single pattern of authority across Christian traditions
· Ranges from hierarchically structured patterns found in Catholic traditions to Quakers who acknowledge no other than “that of God in everyone”

Liberation Theology- a contemporary movement that began in Latin America in the 1960s and has since spread to Africa and Asia, which sees the core of Christian teaching as liberation from oppressive social and political structures and a hope for a more just society

· Authority is always relational- it is a relationship within a community
· Several levels and kinds of authority within Christianity, ranging from the charismatic authority of its founder to the authority of scripture and tradition, from the institutional authority of the church to the authority of conscience

Charismatic Authority

· Charismatic authority – a persuasiveness that rested in Jesus’s exemplary character and behaviour
· The voice of moral and spiritual authority

Apostolic Authority

· An understanding of the charismatic authority of Jesus passed on to his followers
· Spiritual passing from one generation to the next

Biblical Authority

· Trustworthy source for Christian life and practice and for wisdom concerning God
· Bible is the inspired word of God
· Protestants believe the Bible stands above all other authorities

Apostolic Succession

Apostolic Succession- the passing on of spiritual power or blessing from teacher to follower, form one generation to the next

· Unbroken line of succession from Jesus’s apostles down to present-day priests, bishops, and patriarchs
· “Laying on of hands”

Authority of the Church

· Acknowledge the authority of the church as embodied in their Christian leaders
· Based on position or office
· Catholic Church, most centralized pattern of authority – the Pope

Authority of Conscience

· Conscience is understood as the faculty of discerning goodness in the individual human being
· One should never act contrary to the demands of one’s conscience

The Crisis of Authority in Contemporary Christianity

· Human sexuality, ordination of women, gay sexuality
· Sexual abuse scandals

Identity

· Who is a Christian?
· There are three different ways of conceiving the Christian journey to God:
· The quest for identity is a personal journey
· It involves a community of faith
· It is not fixed but evolves over time
· Christian identity is not only personal but also communal

Contemporary Diversity Within Christianity

· More than 35,000 different groups that claim the label Christian for themselves
· Can be broken down into three broad categories; Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant

· Catholic tradition can be defined as churches that are in communion with the pope in Rome
· 1.2 of the 2 billion Christians are Catholic
· Some groups that fall into Catholic category are not in communion with Rome

· About 250 million Orthodox Catholics

· Around 700 million Protestant Catholics
· Have a shared commitment to the centrality of scripture and the historic creed of Nicaea but add their own additional creeds and confessions

Canadian Context

The Changing Face of Canadian Christianity

· 1960s and ‘70s had movements for social change that impacted the religious life of Canada
· Separatism in Quebec
· Immigration
· First Nations peoples
· Increasingly multicultural Canadian mosaic
· Women’s movement
· Demands for a more just society
· Also a growing secular mentality, led to dramatic downward shift in church-going

Christianity in Canada Today

· More attuned to the Canadian values of “peace, order, and good government” than the U.S. values of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness”
· Many churches are more communal than individual, more public than private, more intellectual than experimental, more sober than emotional

Conclusion

Christianity and the Future

· Christianity has undergone significant changes over the past hundred years, particularly as a result of globalization
· An important factor of this with regards to Christianity is the changes in the demographics and geography of global Christianity




























Chapter 4: Islam

NOVEMBER 22ND: ARTICULATING TRADITION: GOD, REVELATION, AND SUBMISSION (Pages 151-156)

Introduction

· A Muslim is a follower of Islam, one who submits to God’s will
· In many Muslim communities the local mosque is not just a place of worship but also a center of community life
· Wedding ceremonies
· Funerals
· Holiday celebrations
· Classes on religion
· Sports

Islam- submission to the will of God (Allah)

· Three core beliefs that all Muslims share:
1. Monotheism
2. Prophecy
3. Moral accountability

Central Beliefs

Monotheism

· There is only one God, the creator of the world and humanity
· Believe in a God who is all-powerful and all-knowing as well as merciful and loving

Allah- the Arabic name for God, derived from al (the) ilah (god)

Qur’an- literally “recitation,” the sacred scripture of Islam, believed to have been revealed by God to the Prophet Muhammad through the Archangel Gabriel

· Qur’an declares that Muslims worship the God of Abraham
· Muslims believe that the revelation given to Muhammad in the Qur’an restores the original, universal monotheism of Abraham

Ahl al-Kitab- “people of the book,” a reference mostly Jews and Christians

Tawhid- monotheism, or the worship of one God, from “to make one”
· The principle of God’s oneness 

Shirk- to associate partners with the one God (Allah)

· By accepting faith in the one God, Muslims reject the one unforgivable sin, shirk
· The oneness of God is the central belief around which all else revolves

Prophecy

· Muslims believe that God intervenes in human history, selecting particularly righteous people to whom to convey His guidance
· The Qur’an affirms that God sent prophets to all peoples, to every nation
· One Islamic tradition states that God has sent 124,000 prophets since the beginning of humanity
· Adam was the first man and the first prophet

· Muhammad was the last prophet sent to humanity and is described as the “Seal of the Prophets” 
· Muhammad was born in Mecca in 570 C.E.
· Believed to have been sent to all of humanity, not just to particular peoples, bringing them God’s final revelation, the Qur’an
· Believe he was a special type of prophet: a messenger
· Some prophets are sent with a narrow mandate to warn a particular people against a wrongdoing and offer moral guidance
· Messengers constitute a special type of prophet who brings a sacred law and revelation that has universal validity for a period of time
· Qur’an describes 5 such messengers known as the “prophets of firm resolve”
· Noah
· Abraham
· Moses
· Jesus
· Muhammad
· Qur’an names a variety of prophets, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, David, Solomon, and Jesus
· Mentions Moses more than any other figure: one finds his whole story, including his confrontation with Pharaoh and how he led his people out of slavery in Egypt
· An entire chapter of the Qur’an is devoted to the story of Mary
· Muslims do not believe that Jesus is the son of God or God incarnate
· They do believe that he will return before the end of time, and that he is the Messiah

Moral Accountability

· Prophets and messengers are sent to guide people to the truth, but also warn them of punishment if they fail to heed guidance and commit acts of evil and injustice
· Believe we live in a profoundly just universe
· At the end of time all humanity will be raised from the dead and brought before God to account for their actions while alive
· Called the Day of Resurrection and Judgment
· Those who had faith and did good deeds will be rewarded with Paradise: a realm of bliss, happiness, and pleasure lasting for all eternity
· Those who rejected faith and whose evil deeds outweighed their good ones will be punished in Hell: a realm of perpetual pain and suffering
· Urgency of the Qur’an’s reminder to people of their moral accountability is due to this finality

Fitrah- the innate goodness of human nature

· All people are born in a states of original purity or naturalness (fitrah)
· In this state, people acknowledge the reality of the one true God and incline toward goodness
· People become conditioned by their social contexts to believe many different things, and their original nature is corrupted
· The teachings of Islam allow humans to restore their original state of goodness and recognition of their Lord and Creator
· This recognition of or turning toward God is called tawbah

Tawbah- to turn toward God in repentance

Islam’s Sacred Book: The Qur’an

· Slightly shorter than the Christian New Testament
· God’s final guidance to humanity, authored by God and revealed to the last prophet, Muhammad
· Gabriel, the angel of revelation, was sent by God to recite the revelations of the Qur’an to Muhammad over a twenty-three-year period, beginning when he was 40 years old
· Consists of 114 chapters arranged by decreasing length
· Warns of the Day of Judgment, exhorts Muslims to charity, kindness, and justice, and recounts stories of the prophets of old
· Contains commandments and prohibitions from which Islamic law is derived
· One main theme is the overwhelming reality of God, who simultaneously transcends all thought and imagination and yet who signs are found in the world and in the human soul

· First revelations made in Mecca, they are shorter
· Next were made in Medina, they are longer
· Meccan chapters divided into early and later Meccan chapters
· Earlier chapters focus primarily on existential and personal issues
· Later chapters cover more extended discussions of sacred history and stories of prophets known in Judeo-Christian traditions
· Medinan chapters contain mostly legalistic and instructive verses, which became fundamental to the organization and regulation of Muslim life in all its different spheres
· Reflect Muhammad’s new position as a political, economic, social, military leader, and so they address a wider range of societal, historical, and legal issues
· Introduce laws to govern the Muslim community with regard to marriage, commerce and finance, international relations, and war and peace

· First verse revealed to Muhammad begins with “recite”
· Connotes importance of Arabic orality: the tradition of experiencing the word of God through the human voice speaking the classical Arabic language
· Qur’an is first experienced in Arabic, even by those who are not native Arabic speakers

· Qur’an began as something that was recited: a living, dynamic account of God’s will for humanity
· Initially, the followers of Muhammad would memorize the verses as they were revealed, and some would write them down
· By the time the revelation was complete, some followers had memorized the entire Qur’an 
· Transmitted orally until an official written copy was produced

· Believe it’s literally the word of God
· Qur’an = logos

· Every day they recite the Qur’an in their prayers, which are performed 5 times a day
· Each cycle begins with the very first chapter (surah), known as al-Fatiha “the opening”

NOVEMBER 24TH: SHAPING TRADITION: FROM MUHAMMAD TO THE THEOLOGICAL SCHOOLS (Pages 156-167)

Muslim History

Pre-Islamic Arabia

Jahiliyyah- the pre-Islamic age of ignorance in Arabia

· Muslim community emerged in seventh-century Arabia into a region dominated by ancient civilizations, empires, cultures, ethnic groups, and religions
· At the time of Prophet Muhammad’s birth in 570, Eastern Christianity was the official religion as well as Zoroastrianism 
· It was because of Arabia’s desert environment that the inhabitants had to adopt a nomadic pastoral way of life, and were known as Arabs, or fully nomadic pastoralists (“Arab” actually means “nomad”)

Ka’aba- the house of God, the sacred sanctuary and pilgrimage site in Mecca believed to have been built by Adam and later rebuilt by Abraham and his son Ishmael

· During the jahaliyyah period, the Ka’aba was dedicated to deities that had been imported into Arabia via different traditions, though the common belief in Mecca suggested that it had originally been dedicated to al-Lah, the high god of the Arabs
· According to Qur’an, it was built by Abraham and Ishmael
· Chosen as Ka’aba’s site because a spring is said to have appeared when Hagar and her son Ismael were abandoned in the desert and had exhausted the water given to them by Abraham. Hagar cast herself between the two hills in order to find water, God heard the cry of Ishmael and water gushed forth, making the sound of zam zam
· Became the Well of Zamzam, still used in rituals during the hajj pilgrimage

· The Quraysh were the most prominent tribe of Mecca
· Duties included maintaining the Ka’aba, providing water and food to its pilgrims, leading tribal meetings, proclaiming war
· All Arabs, whether settled or nomadic, were organized into tribes
· From these that Arabs derived security, rather than from a state or empire
· Men within a tribe were mutually obligated to defend one another, and women were protected as dependents

The Life of the Prophet Muhammad

· Can be divided into two main phases
· Meccan (570-622 C.E.)
· Medinan (622-632 C.E.)

· Born in 570 and he was an orphan at age 6, brought up by his grandfather and then his uncle, Abu Talib, who was a successful trader and was known for taking a month off each year for prayer and contemplation in the caves near Mecca
· Shepard in his youth, became a business agent, engaging in commerce
· Reputation for trustworthiness encouraged Khadijah - a successful businesswoman, and widow known for her nobility, intelligence, and wealth - to hire him
· Because of his honesty, sincerity, and integrity, where he was 25, Khadijah offered him marriage and she was his first wife
· Started taking spiritual retreats around 30
· Small groups of Arabs would engage in meditation and contemplation
· Known as Hunafa, they were Arab monotheists who traced their practice to Abraham

· Age of 40, in 610, second part of Meccan phase began
· During a retreat in a cave named Hira on the mountain now known as Jabal an-Nur (Mountain of Light), Muhammad experienced his first revelation of the divine message
· This revelation and others have been described as a set of words imprinted on Muhammad’s mind and heart
· Labeled as “The Night of Destiny/Power”
· Muhammad at first thought he was going mad, thought his soul could be possessed by jinns
· Reportedly was about to throw himself over the mountainside when the Archangel Gabriel appeared in all directions and reassured him that he was a prophet
· When he shared revelations, small community of followers emerged, many were poor
· Aristocratic Quraysh saw him as a threat to their privileged way of life
· In 616 abuse to his followers became so severe that he advised a group to escape to Christian Abyssinia where they were granted refuge by the king
· Muhammad’s uncle never converted to Islam, but he defended him and maintained a special relationship until his death in 619, the Year of Sorrow, because of this death and the death of Khadijah
· When they died, protection of his clan ended and conspiracies to assassinate him emerged, so he left Mecca
· Went to Taif but was ridiculed and had to return

Hijra- the migration of Muhammad and his followers from Mecca to Medina in 622, the beginning of the Islamic calendar

Muhajirun- emigrants from Mecca to Median who were the first converts to Islam

Ummah- a Muslim community

· Gradually a substitution of faith for blood ties, this made it possible for suppression of old tribal rivalries and gave rise to a revolutionary political unity
· Yathrib, heart of new Muslim community, became known as Madinat al-Nabi (“The city of the Prophet”) or simply Medina (“The city”)

· Migration to Medina marked beginning of new phase in Muhammad’s life, also establishment of the first year of the Islamic era
· 622 onward, Muhammad’s role changed drastically
· Became a religious and political leader, a social advisor, and a revolutionary
· Political conflict changed from oppressing Muslims in Mecca to a conflict between the two cities, Mecca and Medina
· Meccans trying to maintain their economic dominance while Medinan Muslims trying to challenge Meccans from afar as well as fight for survival
· In 628, Muhammad set out on pilgrimage to Mecca with 1400 followers, Meccans heard of this and sent out 100 horsemen to stop them
· Fighting almost erupted but they agreed to a 10 year truce and that the Muslims would return to Medina, on the condition that they could come to Mecca the following year
· 629 Muhammad led 2000 Muslims to the Ka’aba but clashes between the two groups ended the truce 
· In 630 Muhammad finally marched on Mecca to settle the issue with 10,000 troops, met hardly any resistance
· Destroyed pagan idols that filled the holy Ka’aba
· Mecca became the spiritual center of Islam and Medina its political capital
· Eventually married 9 women after his first wife died
· 632, when he was 63, he fell ill
· Spoke of his death to Aishah and then asked permission from his wives to move into her dwelling
· Gave his farewell speech at the mosque and returned to her house where he passed away

The Age of the Rashidun: The Four Righteous Khalifahs (632-661)

· This and previous period seen as a golden age of religious ideals, also a time of great political intrigue, when Muslims had suddenly inherited power and were left without the guidance and leadership of the Prophet
· After 632, Islam embarked on era of change and expansion that transformed it from a small religious community into an ever-growing powerful political empire
· Also being torn apart by internal dissension and sporadic violence
· Who would become the first khalifah? After the death of Muhammad

Khalifah- “vice-regent of God” or leader of the Muslim state (caliph sometimes)

· Two distinct groups emerged in the panic about this
· Sunni Muslims
· Swore allegiance to Muhammad’s father-in-law, Abu Bakr, whom they felt should become the firt khalifah
· Election of Abu Bakr as khalifah was to reconcile a growing division between the ansar, or later converts, and the muhajirun, the early converts
· Believe Abu Bakr ushered in the age of the Rashidun, and that he was the first khalifah
· Shi’ite Muslims
· Believed that the successor should be a descendent of the Prophet, and that such a leader was Ali ibn Abu Talib
· The election of Abu Bakr was carried out in haste, one reason being that Ali was not present at the meetings, since it was the duty of the Prophet’s family to bury the Prophet properly
· To this day believe that Ali was unjustly passed over as righteous khalifah
· Abu Bakr was a close companion of the Prophet and was a born diplomat with a vast knowledge of tribes and politics of the Arabian Peninsula
· Was a rich merchant and one of the earliest converts, known to have replaced the Prophet as the imam leading prayers during the Prophet’s last illness
· Inaugurated his leadership by sending an expedition into Syria, and action that some believe the Prophet planned before his death, this was courageous and risky because many tribes considered their membership in the ummah to have expired when the Prophet died and they no longer wanted to support Muslim leadership financially (they didn’t want to pay taxes to Medina)
· Period of strife broke out among the desert Arabs with many rebellions that Abu Bakr was forced to deal with
· Rebellions were known as ridda

Ridda- apostasy, or turning away from a religion

· Two years later, Abu Bakr, on his deathbed, designated Umar bin al-Khattab to be his successor and second khalifah 
· Umar is remembered as the epitome of the stern, uncompromising, incorruptible ruler, as well as for his generosity and compassion to the Ahl al-Kitab (“the people of the book”, especially Jews and Christians)
· Also possessed practical ability
· Established a system of equitable wealth distribution, created a pax Islamica wherein peace between Muslims was the rule, established a treaty with the patriarch of Jerusalem by which Christians were protected under Muslim rule at the cost of a poll tax

Dhimmi- the protection of non-Muslim people under Muslim rule

· Umar took Jerusalem in 638 and then engaged the Persians in a series of battles that led to the downfall of the Sassanian empire in 641
· By 644 he had occupied most of the Byzantine and Sassanian lands
· He was assassinated in 644 by a Persian slave of the governor of Medina
· On his deathbed, he appointed a tribal council to elect a new khalifah from two candidates, Uthman bin Affan and Ali ibn Abu Talib
· The council offered the position to Ali on the condition that he continue the policies of his predecessor, namely continued predominace of the Quraysh tribe over the Muslim community, and he refused because he believed it was dividing the ummah between the aristocracy and the ansar, so Uthman was chosen

· Uthman was a Meccan merchant who supported the Quraysh artistocracy
· During his reign (644-656) Muslim expansion continued, but best known for authorizing compilation of a single definitive version of the Qur’an, based on the memories of the companions of Muhammad and the early Muslim community; this is the version still used by Muslims
· Had six good years and six bad years
· Bad years began around 650-651, when problems began to increase and discontents called his authority into question
· Shortly after harshly opposing a group of Muslims who were protesting his rule, he was assassinated in 656

· Ali ibn Abu Talib was immediately acknowledged in Median as the fourth khalifah, with no known opposition, but inherited growing problems of dissension among Muslims
· Ali was a cousin of Muhammad and married his favourite daughter, Fatima
· Has been given many titles including Sword of Allah, Asad Allah (Lion of God), and Dhu’l-Fiqar (Possessor of a Two-Edged Sword)
· Reputed to be a man of heroic courage and a seeker of reconciliation and peace, as well as an accomplished intellectual, reputed to have founded the study of rhetoric and Arabic syntax, as well as the Kufic form of Arabic calligraphy

Kufic- refers to a form of Arabic calligraphy that was developed in Kufa, Iraq

· Politically, biggest opposition to Ali was from late converts to Islam from the Quraysh tribe, who challenged him at the beginning of his reign in order to preserve their predominant position in the ummah
· Aishah, the Prophet’s youngest wife, had the biggest influence on this movement
· In order to remain in power, the Quraysh ansar sought out support from Iraq from the inhabitants of the city of Barsa
· Ali then found support in Kufa
· Famous battle ensued, known as the Battle of the Camel, which was the first in a civil war among Muslims, marking the opening of the gates of fitnah, which later became the basis for many political theories in Islam

Fitnah- civil discord

· Even though Kufans and the followers of Ali won the battle, his authority was accepted only in Iraq and Egypt
· Opposition still came from the Quraysh, this time from the governor of Syria, Muawiyyah
· Muawiyyah refused to acknowledge Ali as khalifa until Ali had punished the murderers of Uthman
· In 657 Ali confronted Muawiyyah’s forces at Siffu
· In 661 Ali was assassinated by one of the Kharijites (“they had gone out”)
· Brought an end to the era of the Rashidun, as well as the golden age of religious ideals (610-661)
· Gave rise to a golden age of political, cultural, and intellectual ideals (661-1258)

A Brief History of Islamic Civilizations and Empires

The Umayyads, the Abbasids, and the Fatimids


· Reign of the Umayyads began with Muawiyyah (“The Arab Caesar”) in 661 and ended thirteen khalifahs later in 750, with Marwan II
· After Ali was assassinated, his sons Hassan and Hussein followed in father’s leadership role
· Hassan was elected fifth khalifah in Medina
· Muawiyyah was sixth khalifah and the first ruler of the Umayyad dynasty
· Hassan was assassinated in 669
· Muawiyyah died in 680
· He first forced some of the prominent companions of Muhammad in Mecca to swear allegiance to his son Yazid
· Hussein left Mecca to lead a revolt against Muawiyyah in Iraq, under the assumption he would be helped by people from Kufah, but they betrayed him and provided no assistance 
· Muawiyyah responded by sending more than 500 troops who brutally murdered him and his family
· This event is central for all Shi’ite Muslims, it is comparable to the crucifixion

The Umayyads of Damascus (661-750) and Al-Andalus (756-1492)

· Under Muawiyyah, political capital moved to Damascus
· Distinctive Islamic culture began taking form under the 14 khalifahs who reigned in Damascus from 661-750
· Arabic became official language of the administration, replacing Greek and Persian
· First Islamic currency bearing Qur’anic statements was minted
· Also known for building palaces and mosques
· Talented military force
· Defeated by the Abbasids in 750
· Abbasids killed all the Umayyad princes except for Abd ar-Rahman ibn Muawiyyah who escaped and went to Spain
· Difference between the Spain and Damascus Umayyads 
· Their length of rule
· Damascus: 661-750
· Al-Andalus (Spain): 756-1492 (800 yrs)
· Culture of tolerance
· Abrahamic faiths coexisted peacefully in al-Andalus

The Abbasids (750-1258)

· Known as the second dynasty and empire of Islam
· Succeeded Umayyads of Damascus in 750
· Lasted only until coming of the Mongols in 1258
· Founded by Abu al-Abbas as-Saffah, related to the Prophet Muhammad through his uncle, which helped to rally Shi’ite support as well as aif from prominent Persian family that had been influenced by Shi’ite Islam – the Barmecides
· 37 Abbasid khalifahs, most famous was the 5th, Harun ar-Rashid (764-809), reigned during the peak of this empire
· Known for establishing diplomatic relations with Charlemagne and with the emperor of China
· At the end, he divided the empire between his two sons, al-Almin and al-Ma’mun, weren’t satisfied with only half, fought brief but bloody civil war, and al-Ma’mun came to power

Rationalists and Traditionalists in Islamic Theology

· Period between the eighth and eleventh centuries

Kalam- systematic theology, “the study of divine speech” (theology)

· Muslim theologians speculated about the nature of God and of the divine Qur’anic commandments upon which the acts of Muslims were to be modeled
· Theological debate was discouraged by the first generations of Muslims, and there remains some ambivalence within the Sunni tradition toward theology
· One should believe the Qur’an without asking “how”

Sunnah- literally, “trodden path,” referring to the lifestyle or way of the Prophet Muhammad

· Best approach is to take the Qur’an and the Sunnah at face value

‘Ulema- scholars of Islam

· First philosophical issue that led to theological controversy was the issue of free will and predestination, or qadar, this is where the rationalist and traditionalist schools of thought emerged 

Qadar- divine predestination

Mutazilites, Hanabalites, and Asharites

· Early Muslim rationalists belonged to the Mutazilite theological school
· Came to prominence under the Abbasid khalifah al-Ma’mun
· Emphasized the inherent rationality of revelation and the necessity of reason for understanding revelation: it is only through reason that we can appreciate the truth of revelation and have faith in God, so reason is therefore primary
· Emphasize the reality of free will
· Emphasized God’s rationality and justice
· Argued it would be contrary to God’s justice for Him to predestine people to do bad deeds and then punish them for what they had no control over; would be irrational 
· People must be free to choose good or evil and rightfully earn the consequences
· Traditionalists (Hanbalites) were followers of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (d. 855), the founder of the Hanbali school of law and a noted student of hadith
· Emphasis on the study of prophetic traditions
· Hanbalites took a more literal approach to revelation than Mutazilites, and sought to affirm the Qur’an and the Sunnah to the letter
· Believed religious truth conveyed in the Qur’an could not be limited by human reason; rational thought was incapable of wholly understanding the Qur’an and the Sunnah
· What God does, even if it seems irrational, it is by definition good
· God is the only creator; people cannot be the creators of their own deeds so free will is limited

· Mutazilites say God reveals what is good, Hanbalites say What God reveals is good

Hadith- written reports of the Prophet’s sayings and actions

· Elements of these two schools came together with the Asharites
· Eventually became the foremost theological school in Sunni Islam and is representative of Sunni orthodoxy
· Formed a “qualified traditionalist” school
· Emphasize God’s omnipotence and sovereignty over creation: God creates all causes and acts, so secondary causes are ultimately illusionary
· God’s moral decrees and religious prescriptions are final, defining what is good, and humans are incapable of using reason to decipher them
· Allowed for some rational, metaphorical interpretation of scripture

NOVEMBER 29TH: NEGOTIATING TRADITION: SHARI’AH, FIQH, AND IJTIHAD (Pages 173-180)

Muslim Culture and Practice

Religious Diversity

· Most historically significant division is between Sunni and Shi’ite, began after Prophet’s death in 632 and crystalized unto two distinct Islamic sects by 10th century
· Initial division began over who would lead the Muslim community following the Prophet’s death

· For Sunnis, political and religious authority were divided from one another following period of the Rashidun (632-661)
· For some Sunnis, the Sufi saints were also inheritors of the Prophet’s spiritual authority
· In medieval Sunni societies, the caliphate represented political authority while the scholars and Sufi saints represented religious authority
· Believe that the first three khalifas (Abu Bakr, Umar, and Uthman) were righteous legitimate successors to the Prophet

· Shi’ite Muslims believed that spiritual and political authority were integrated in the person of the Imam
· The spiritual and political authority of the Prophet was inherited by members of his family and their descendants, who were the imams of their generation
· Shi’ites believe that Ali, the Prophet’s cousin and son-in-law, was the rightful heir of Prophetic authority and the first Imam
· “Shi’ites” literally means “party”
· Believe Ali, Hussein, and Hassan, and later descendants of the Prophet through their bloodline, inherited the divine right to guide the Muslim community as Imams, free from sin and infallible in their religious judgments
· Largest Shi’ite sect, Twelvers, are named this because they believe that the line of Imams ended with the twelfth Imam, Muhammad al-Mahdi
· Believed to have been hidden by God in 874 and is expected to return to be amongst people near the end of time
· In twelfth Imam’s absence, foremost legal scholars retain the Imam’s authority
· This authority is expressed in the capacity of the foremost ayatollahs to make ijtihad, or independent juristic reasoning applying the law to new circumstances
· Although they share a great deal with Sunnis, they differ in small details regarding Muslim rituals
· Legal difference is that they permit temporary marriages, which are automatically terminated at the end of an agreed period
· Zayids are another sect of Shi’ites
· Emerged as followers of Hussein’s grandson Zayd, who rose against Umayyad caliph Abd al-Malik in 740
· Accept caliphates of Abu Bakr and Umar
· Developed their own legal school and system of theological thought
· Ismailis are another sect
· Split with Twelvers over which son was the rightful successor to the sixth Imam, Jafar as-Sadiq (765)
· Numerically small today, but played an important role in Islamic history, philosophy, and spirituality
· Believe that the imamate continues to this day with the current leader of the Ismailis, the Aga Khan

Ijtihad- independent juristic reasoning

Sunnah and Hadith

· After Qur’an, second most important sacred source in Islam is the Sunnah
· If Qur’an provides the ideal guidance for Muslims to live in accordance with God’s will and command, Muhammad’s behaviour in words and deeds provides the best guide to implement the Qur’anic commands in everyday life
· Ideal lifestyle for a Muslim to observe is the way of the Prophet
· This is why the majority of Muslims describe themselves as Sunni, “the people of the Sunnah”

· The Sunnah is recorded in the hadith, which literally means “story” or “report”
· Hadith are written reports about what the Prophet said and did
· It was not until 300 years after the Prophet’s death that the codification process of the hadith formed definitive collections
· Each hadith has an isnad, or chain of transmission, going back to the Prophet
· Provides written accounts of the Prophet’s behaviour in remarkable detail
· Hairstyle
· Foods he preferred
· How he sat and ate (Muslims eat with their right hands, avoid foods that he disliked)
· How he interacted with his wives
· Wear colours he is reported to have worn frequently

Islamic Law: Shari’ah

· “Shari’ah” = “path”, used to refer to a path leading to a source of water

Shari’ah- sacred law as revealed in the Qur’an and the Sunnah

· Code of duties and principles according to which men and women should structure their lives
· Besides Qur’an and Sunnah, has two other sources: qiyas and ijma

· Qiyas is analogical reasoning
· Used when a new circumstance arises that is not addressed in the Qur’an or Sunnah or dealt with by previous jurists
· Example: determined whether or not praying in cars and planes was ok by looking at whether or not they could pray on camels (they can)

· Ijma literally means “consensus”, and refers to the consensus of Muslim jurists on a particular issue
· If it can be demonstrated that all the jurists of a particular generation of Muslims agreed upon an issue, that agreement in and of itself functions as proof or determination of the law
· Rarely used because that is difficult to do

Legal Interpretive Traditions

Fiqh- Islamic jurisprudence

· Four jurisprudential schools accepted by Sunnis as orthodox: the Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’I, and Hanbali

The Hanafi School

· Oldest and most widespread school
· Based on teachings of Abu Hanifah, a Persian scholar (768)
· Emphasized role of qiyas
· Most Sunni Muslims in the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia, as well as Iraq, Syria, and Turkey, follow this
· Favoured by many Islamic dynasties, possibly because of its flexibility

The Maliki School

· Relied more exclusively on the hadith to arrive at legal rulings
· Malik ibn Anas (795) was the founder of this school
· Based on traditionalist methodology 
· Developed a number of quite flexible legal principles, making it one of the more versatile schools
· Emphasize importance of public benefit in the law
· Legal rulings can be changed if it can be shown that they cause harm, because law exists to benefit people

The Shafi’i School

· Muhammad ibn Idris al-Shafi’I (820) was founder
· Attempted to reconcile the approaches of reason and tradition to create a more systematic legal methodology
· Worked to preserve traditionalist approach while addressing arguments of al-Shaybani and the people of reason
· Result was his groundbreaking Risala, the first systematic articulation of the sources of Islamic law
· Credited with completing the development of methodology in Sunni law

The Hanbali School

· Shafi’is student Ahmad ibn Hanbal (855) attempted to base his methodology solely on the Qur’an and the hadith, developing the most conservative of the four legal schools
· Many Sunnis revere Hanbal for his courage in standing up to the khalifah al-Ma’mun, who attempted to enforce the belief that the Qur’an was not eternal but created by God
· Suffered imprisonment and torture for maintaining the uncreated nature of the Qur’an

The Jafari School

· Jafar al-Siddiq (765) was founder, revered as sixth Imam by Shi’ite Muslims
· Based on wide-ranging hadith literature collected by early Shi’ite imams
· Shares much with the Sunni legal schools
· Gives authority to the Shi’ite imams and restricts juristic efforts such as ijtihad to applying the rulings of the imams to new situations

· Many ‘ulema believe the diversity of the schools is a blessing, each acts as a unique resource of legal thought for Muslims to draw upon in interpreting Islam’s sacred sources

Islamic Legal Categories

· Traditional fiqh texts divide the law into two main categories: devotional matters and civil transactions
· Devotional laws precisely delineate what acts of worship Muslims are to perform and how they are to perform them
· Such laws provide Muslims with guidance on how to pray, at what times, when to give zakat (charity) and how much to give, when to fast, what to fast from, outline necessary actions for the pilgrimage to Mecca to be acceptable to God
· Schools of law agree on most matters related to devotional practice, though there are small but noticeable differences between them
· Slight differences in performance of daily prayer
· Civil laws regulate social practices and relations
· Provide rules for commerce, marriage, and family inheritance 
· In regard to civil law that most jurisprudential differences occur

Fatwa- formal legal opinion, or ruling of Islamic law

· When making a ruling of Islamic law, Muslim jurists place a particular action within one of five categories
· In theory, and conceivable human action will fall within one of the following five legal categories

1. Obligatory: an obligatory act is one that God requires. People are at risk of God’s punishment if they fail to perform the act but rewarded if they do. The daily prayer is an action that falls within this category.

2. Recommended: an act that is rewarded by God is performed but does not entail punishment if missed. Such acts include charity, extra prayers, and fasting outside of the month of Ramadan.

3. Permissible: actions neither condemned nor mandated by the shari’ah for which neither God’s reward nor punishment need be anticipated. Most human actions fall within this category

4. Disliked: actions that are not prohibited though they are to be avoided if possible. One is not punished for disliked actions but is rewarded if they are avoided. Divorce is an example.

5. Prohibited: actions explicitly forbidden by law that entail legal sanction and divine punishment. Actions that fall within this category of Islamic law include murder, adultery, theft, and intoxication.

Ijtihad

· Literally means “striving” or “self-exertion”
· The striving made by a jurist to determine the rules of Islamic law based on evidence supplied by the source texts
· The individual who performs it is a mujtahid
· A mujtahid’s ruling is an inference deemed probable based on the sources
· Mujtahid’s conclusion can be challenged by another mujtahid also deemed qualified to infer rulings from the sources of law
· Ijtihad became a secondary source for further developing the Islamic legal system
· It is the means by which a jurist can make a ruling on an unprecedented case, allowing for expansion of the law to include new phenomena
· Starting in 12th century some jurists proposed that the “gates of ijtihad” were closed, that there were no longer any mujtahids left in the community
· Jurists developed typologies consisting of different levels of ijtihad
· Many Muslims today believe that it has been sorely neglected in recent centuries and that Muslims need to revive the practice in order to infuse Islam with new dynamism and to address pressing issues facing the global Muslim community

DECEMBER 1ST: EMBODYING TRADITION: THE “FIVE PILLARS”, JIHAD, VEILING (Pages 185-190, 180-183)

Islamic Practice

· Belief and practice are intimately bound to one another in Islam

The Five Pillars

1. Shahadah: Statement of Faith

Shahadah- the Islamic statement of faith: “There is no god but God, and Muhammad is the Messenger of God.”

· Shahadah means to “bear witness,”
· The first part of the shahadah is the quintessential expression of tawhid (belief in God’s oneness) while the second part establishes the reality of God’s guidance to humanity
· Acts as a basis for all Islamic practice
· Someone who wished to become a Muslim need only state the shahadah, usually in front of an imam or two adult Muslims
· Whispered in a newborn baby’s ear, part of the call to prayer, and is recited by Muslims in times of distress or shock or when seeking inner peace

2. Salat: Daily Prayer

· Spontaneous daily prayers are called du’a
· Also perform a set of formal prayers each day, called salat
· Consists of ritual worship performed five times a day, at daybreak, at noon, during the mid-afternoon, at sunset, and during the evening
· The exact times are based on the cycle on the sun and are codified in Islamic law
· After statement of faith, this is the most important element of Islamic practice
· Obligatory for all adult Muslims to make the daily prayers
· Before prayer, Muslims perform a ritual ablution that involves washing hands, face, feet, and forearms
· After intercourse, Muslims must perform complete ablution, involves washing entire body before they can perform salat
· Salat can be performed anywhere but is praiseworthy for Muslims to pray collectively in a Mosque (especially men)
· Performed facing toward the Ka’aba in Mecca
· Obligatory for men to attend communal prayer in the mosque on Fridays
3. Sawm: Fasting During the Month of Ramadan

· Obligatory for all adult Muslims (healthy enough)
· Fast from dawn to sunset, abstaining from food, water, smoking and sexual activity during the day
· Ramadan is holy month in which Qur’an is believed to have been revealed
· Highly social time
· Islamic calendar based on lunar cycle – 354 days

4. Zakat: Almsgiving

· A required charitable donation to be given annually
· Amount to be given calculated as a percentage of property or profit one has acquired during the year
· Amount ranges from 2.5 to 10 percent
· Literally means “purification”, believe it purifies their wealth

5. Hajj: Pilgrimage to Mecca

· Required to make the pilgrimage to Mecca at least once during their adult lives if they are able
· To the Ka’aba, the house of God
· Believe Adam first built it after the fall from the garden
· Rebuilt by Abraham and his son Ishmael
· Reconsecrated by Muhammad
· A symbol of worship of the one true God, beginning with the first human and revived by the prophets throughout history
· Before entering the sanctuary surrounding the Ka’aba, the Grand Mosque, pilgrims enter into a state of purity, symbolized by the seamless white garments they wear
· Men shave their heads and trim their nails, and women cut off a few locks of hair
· After voicing their intention to complete the hajj ritual, pilgrims begin circumambulating the Ka’aba seven times
· Following this, they move between the hills of Safah and Marwah outside of Mecca, representing Hagar’s search for water
· After visiting the site of the Prophet’s last sermon, Mount Arafat, pilgrims stone the three pillars at Mina, which represent the devil
· Completion of pilgrimage is marked by the sacrifice of a sheep, cow, or lamb, representing Abraham’s sacrifice of a sheep in place of his son Ishmael
· Can mark a spiritual rebirth
· Returns to friends and family purified of sin
· Returning pilgrims are referred to respectfully as hajji

The Life Cycle

· Immediately following a child’s birth, parents recite the adhan, or call to prayer, in the baby’s ear
· Seven days after the child is born, the official birth ceremony is celebrated with friends and family
· On this day, the child is given a name, its head is shaved, and an animal is sacrificed in thanks to God
· The meat is shared with guests and distributed to the poor
· Give names that reflect on their faith, God has ninety-nine beautiful names and Muslims can be named as servants to any of those names
· Not mandatory to be given a religious name, as long as it does not have a contradictory meaning to the ethos of Islam

· Next important milestone is puberty
· Transition from childhood to the age of responsibility 
· After puberty, you are accountable to God for religious obligations
· Males are required to undergo circumcision 
· Some schools of law recommend that females undergo some form of circumcision, yet not all agree on this

· Prophet reportedly said that “marriage is half of faith”
· Muslims did not establish celibate religious orders
· Sexual activity prohibited for Muslims outside of marriage
· Permits men to marry up to four wives, with stipulation that they can do so only if they maintain fair and just treatment of all their wives
· Wedding customs differ widely amongst Muslims
· Lebanese Muslims perform a popular Arab folk dance, known as dabke
· Muslims from Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, share many wedding customs with Hindus, like Indian Muslim women wearing a red sari during marriage ceremony and having elaborate patterns drawn on their hands using a dye, practice known as mehndi
· Marriage is a legal contract that requires consent of both parties, witness to the contract, and a dowry or gift from the husband to the bride

· Following death, a Muslim is immediately prepared for burial, which ideally happens as soon as possible and as close as possible to where they died
· Avoid autopsies and any undue disturbance unless it is necessary
· Embalming is avoided
· Family members, close friends, or community members wash the body 
· Body then wrapped in a white sheet and transported to the mosque for the funeral prayer
· Usually burials are attended exclusively by male friends and relatives
· Body buried facing Mecca
· Family of deceased have a three day period of mourning, though widows observe a period of waiting lasting four months and ten days, where she is not to remarry or to interact with men whom she could legally marry

Festivals

Muharram

· First day of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar, Muslims celebrate the New Year
· Particularly important for Shi’ite Muslims
· New Year marks beginning of ten days of mourning the martyrdom of Ali and his two sons Hassan and Hussein
· During this time devout Shi’ites abstain from shaving or bathing, wear clothes symbolizing mourning, and maintain a simple diet
· Commemoration of the martyrdom of Hussein at Karbala, Iraq, is known as ‘Ashura and is the emotional pinnacle of the ten-day period
· Shi’ites form processions through their neighbourhoods to publicly lament Hussein’s martyrdom
· During reenactment of the drama at Karbala, some of those involved flog themselves with chains, their blood symbolizing their commitment to stand by the grandsons of the Prophet

Eid al-Fitr

· Feast marking the end of Ramadan
· Particularly joyous occasion
· Wear their best, give alms to the needy, visit friends and family, share specially prepared sweets
· Known as the Small Festival in comparison to the Great Festival, Eid al-Adha

Eid al-Adha

· Feast of Sacrifice
· Great Festival
· Commemorates story of Abraham’s sacrifice of a sheep instead of his son Ishmael
· Muslims sacrifice an animal, usually a goat, sometimes a cow or camel, depending on what is available and affordable
· Placed with its head towards Mecca and is ritually slaughtered
· Meat is divided into three parts: one part for family, one part for friends and neighbours, one for poor or needy
· Key element of the hajj pilgrimage to Mecca, where pilgrims celebrate it in the valley of Mina where Abraham’s original sacrifice took place

Mawlid al-Nabi

· Traditional celebration of Muhammad’s birthday
· Can include recitation of poems praising Prophet, communal prayers, Qur’an recitation, sometimes feast, music, dance, and procession
· First official mawlid celebrations were held during Shi’ite Fatimid rule in Egypt in the eleventh century with only ruling elite participating
· Sunnis celebrate not only Prophet’s birthday but birthdays of Sufi saints
· Shi’ites further celebrate birthdays on Prophet’s family members including his daughter Fatima, son-in-law Ali, and grandsons Hassan and Hussein

· Sunni religious authority has had ambiguous relationship with Mawlid al-Nabi
· Some traditional authorities opposed it while others sanctioned them
· Today it continues to be forbidden in Saudi Arabia 

· Mawlid celebrations vary depending on social context

Jihad: Striving in the Path of God

· One of the most controversial and misunderstood terms
· Meaning “to strive with great effort”
· Means to make an exhaustive effort for a good cause
· Qur’an commanded early Muslim community to make jihad, which in some cases meant to fight against those who opposed existence of the new Islamic religion
· During medieval era, Muslim jurists divided world into two categories, house of Islam and house of war
· Sherman Jackson notes, “the purpose of jihad, in other words, is to provide for the security and freedom of the Muslims in a world that kept them under constant threat”
· Division of houses no longer applies

Veiling in Islam

· Before modern era, most Muslim women practiced some form of public veiling 
· During first half of the 20th century, newly formed secular Muslim states such as Turkey banned veiling, and Muslim women began to dress in ways that reflected European norms
· Since Islamic revival of 1960s and 70s, many women now wear the hijab (head covering) or niqab (face veil), as a personal choice rather than a cultural norm
· Some Muslim states, such as Saudi Arabia and Iran, enforce public veiling
· In Iran women must cover everything except their hands and face
· In Saudi Arabia women are required to cover up completely while outside of their homes
· Modesty is a value for both men and women
· Khimar = covering
· Hanafi, Shaf’I, Hanbali and Maliki hold that women should cover everything but their hands and face

DECEMBER 6TH: WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE “MUSLIM”? (Pages 190-198)

The Canadian Context

Diversity of Muslims in Canadian History

· Majority of Muslims are of the Sunni branch of Islam, but there are significant numbers of Shi’ite Muslims

Sufism in Canada

· Sufi is a potential bridge-builder between non-Muslims and Muslims
· Sufis have a reputation for tolerance, respect for other religions, and openness to new cultural contexts
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