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Book VI: The Philosopher

Justifying his entitlement to rule (what defines the true philosopher?) 

· Socrates tries to do this in two ways
1) What the characteristics of a philosopher
a. Great love of wisdom𑁋obsessed with pursuit of wisdom 
b. Driven by erotic desires oriented toward objects𑁋truth 
c. Hate all falsehoods (485)
d. There is a harmony between speech thought and action𑁋pure authenticity 
e. Most of us only have opinions, or true opinions 
f. For Plato- opinion is intermediate between ignorance and knowledge 
i. Not necessarily false 
g. Will have good memory, graceful, self-control of desires, courage, lack of fear of death𑁋(balls and brains) enlightening courage 
· Adeimantus “don’t you see𑁋those who take up philosophy are corrupt or totally useless to the city?”
· What you’re saying is all nice but not convincing 
· Accusation is two fold 
· Either stay away from politics 
· Or they just babble (at best) 
· At worst, when some other philosophers get involved in politics, they abuse their power and anchor instability 
· Plato takes charge seriously 
· Concerns him personally (that they are useless) 
· Socrates comes back with the allegory of the ship 

Explaining why he does not rule: the image of the ship (48d)

· What is the meaning of the powerful image?
· The captain is the philosopher (the babbler) 
· The persuader is the sophist
· This is a critique of democratic politics… (duuuuudeeee)
· Vivid description of how democratic politics turn into the vicious game how demagogue seek power and absolute rule 
· Image Is not just saying democratic life is danger to philosopher (a little bit but not all) 
· PLATO WAY OF SAYING DEMOCRATIC POLITICS IS BAD FOR US 
· Charismatic statement take advantage to short sightedness ** emphasize the critique
· Trying to understand how philosophers are seen as useless 
· He’s misunderstood that’s why philosopher is unwanted.
· He doesn’t behave as the usual politician
· Socrates stresses, will refuse to fight for ruling𑁋not attracted to power𑁋that is why the philosopher will be seen as useless 
· Key word is ‘seen as’ or ‘appear to be’ in fact he is the most useful-he is a friend of the city 
· Help us move toward a more just state 
· Another meaning: Plato trying to vindicate the philosophical way of life (life of his master and himself) 
· 163: Plato is not up to the stargazer to come to us to convince us to change our way, it's the other way around𑁋analogy to doctors𑁋you go see the doctor to get help, the doctor doesn’t come to you 489c
· Ruler is not to beg𑁋its up to the people to knock on door of ruler 

Other part of Adeimantus challenge (corrupt philosophers) 

· Remains: why other philosophers are abusive and corrupt 
· These philosophers are not true philosophers (scammers) 
· Acknowledges that some individuals had virtue and potential but that has been corrupted 
· Why? Flaw in education, or toxic environment𑁋bad friends (sophist) 
· Plato makes an important point 
· Good to be born with potential- but it can go both ways, turn into evil too
· Greater evil than someone with limited potential 
· Bad upbringing can be worse
· Unjust arise from its corrupt upbringing 
· Reminds you that nature is not everything to Plato it matters (reference myth of metals) but here he says nurture matters a great deal, if not more
· Powerful reminder that temptations never go away, even the best souls will be tempted
· Could be prone to give in to power or give up 
· Life of justice is a never ending battle for Plato, as he keeps reminding us 
· Realm of public opinion is hard but rewarding, according to Plato
· In comes the allegory 

The allegory of the cave (BookVII)

· Lovely drawing by Sophie on the slide (so cute) 
· Insights about politics and about the soul?
· SOCRATES introduces the allegory, the image will capture the effect of education and lack of it on our nature***
· Chic describing the allegory 
· The shadows in front of prisoners (which is the masses) 
· “They’re like us”
· Then there are objects projected on wall𑁋
· Prisoners take what is in front of them as true *
· One of them is freed suddenly compelled to stand up and walk toward the light 
· Why wouldn’t a prisoner free the rest? Is his job to remove those chains from the rest?
· Some passages Plato says yes, and others he says they never want to go back into the cave
· Someone dragged him away by force up the steep path into the sunlight 
· What happens when he leaves the cave
· He feels petty𑁋Plato says: would he not rather die than to go back into cave and play the dumb game of lies
· Another moment of temporary blindness
· He would be laughed at and misunderstood because he would try to explain that there is something going on that they don’t know or get frustrated by his claims (back to Socrates where people was executed by his philosophy)
· Demos = us (the masses) 
· Anyone will be mad that the way we live our lives is wrong * this allegory is supposed to capture that 

Political meaning of allegory 

· Chains are heave and represent public opinion 
· Political intolerance of Athens as well as weight on public opinions and conventions
· Who are the people who manipulate the projects 
· The sophist, demagogues and the poets (that should be banned by Plato)
· What if you are jean Jacque Rousseau 
· Republic is about education.... And you read this and it’s at the soul level𑁋individual 
· How would you read it?  What would the chains represent?
· They represent your desires (your unnecessary desires) 
· So not survival 
· Desire for wine, money, power𑁋anything in excess 
· Allegory in individual terms: how our bodily desires can act as chains as quasi slavish submission to comfort𑁋your body can turn on you and keep you down 
· Philosopher(s)? 
· Aristocracy is emphasized as opposed to kingship so plural 

BOOK VIII 

· turn to the question of constitution and regime
· See her slide on the 4 unjust 
· Plato presents typology of political regimes
· False advertising? More like psychiatry then poli sci since he talks more about the character, the soul and the mental health who live under these constitutions
· “What type of soul does one find in this constitution?”
· His typology operates on the assumption, to each regime corresponds a type of soul
· Don’t see this in modern political thought but Plato believes that the personality matches the regime

The 5 types of regimes… (the great fall)

… Governed by the type of desire that drives them 

Most recurring fall in all regimes is falling in education, cultivation in next generation

1) Aristocracy (ideal regime) (wisdom)
· Archetypes𑁋
· Aristotle goes through these different types
· Plato talks more about the generalizations
· Would fall because there would be a failure in reason𑁋mistake in calculation in breeding system
· Having sex with wrong people at wrong times
· Few silver children going to the gold- decrease the virtue𑁋wrong people in the wrong class… remember that justice is specialization
· Lack of justice (wrong people wrong place) that cause the fall of aristocracy
· Error in planning… error on part of philosophers…? One more passage, perfect knowledge is not possible, even the most virtuous
· Music: unlike predecessor, next generation will not care about music education
· Equating to poor political judgement*
2) Timocracy (honor)
a. Not completely unjust… are the most courageous and spirited𑁋courage is platonic virtue military courage
b. Obsessed with military deeds𑁋
c. To rely on military as opposed to wisdom will turn into commercial state due to corruption

3) Oligarchy ($$$)
a. Surprise𑁋it turns into greed AKA oligarchy
b. Now without courage, no virtue just money
c. Adding high property requirements for ruling
d. Political office should be exclusively tied to wealth
e. Expertise and virtue is thrown out the window- defenestrated
f. Laws are going to benefit the rich in power (what Thrasymachus was saying)
g. Plato hates oligarchy, maybe just as much as democracy

Why so much hate for the oligarch? 

· Harmful property requirements excludes ruling of the poor, those who may have high potential for ruling than the rich- just writes them off- decrease pool of virtue for statesmanship 
· Second problem, no unity𑁋two cities (551d)
· Create hostility and divide between Rockliff and Vanier (her example, not mine) 
· Segregation in community𑁋great source of instability 
· Extremes of poverty and wealth = lack of friendship = civil unrest= revolution 
· More thieves and criminals=more prisons=more police= bad politics
· People in prisons𑁋says nothing about their nature
· Result of lack of education𑁋bad rearing𑁋default in constitutional arrangement (554b) 
· Children of property owners, become too lazy to wish to fight𑁋can’t defend state from foreign attack (556b-c)
· Lost military virtue, also too cheap to pay for mercenaries’ (551e)

4) Democracy (freedom)
a. Revolution start when sons of rich start to spend all the money and end up on the street
b. Bankrupt
c. Join the ranks of who hate the wealthy
d. Common catalyst to switch to democracy𑁋foreign power gives $ to democratic fashion𑁋regime change will be easy in unstable state
e. Regime of total license and excessive freedom
f. Everyone is equal and that’s bad for him
g. No tolerance for authority
h. Everyone rules… (no specialization)
i. Very attractive, he admits, multi-coloured𑁋full of different life styles- great supermarket of constitutions𑁋choice and option isn’t exactly what he’s looking for 

Main critiques of democracy throughout the book (EXAM HINT)

· Unjust regime, violation of what justice is and this is not specialization
· Means everyone doing more than one thing which is not just to Plato 
· Against nature (myth of metals)
· Image of the ship (critique of democracy) 
· Intolerance, bickering, intolerant of anyone who criticizes the way of living of someone else
· Cave 
· Regime of shadows, of opinions, some can be correct but for Plato thinks they tend to not reflect the truth𑁋trivial stupid games 
· 561: bad because full of moral relativism𑁋multi coloured city 
· Do what you want, mediocrity is repelling to him𑁋doesn’t have strong position on life pursuits hence democracy is defective
· Selfish regime 
· Geared toward benefiting the class of rulers (the many) 
· Instead toward the good of whole, it's one particular group happy or well 
· More problematic than Timocracy because it paves the way for tyranny 
· Goes toward the opposite 
· Freedom is one good thing to Plato: allows tolerance to philosophy

5. Tyranny (unnecessary desires)

BOOK IX𑁋The Tyrannical Soul 

· Most unhappy human being
· Leaders who abuse authority𑁋leader is hated, feels vulnerable and tries to eliminate all opposition 
· Most keep the populist distracted… (567)
· What to do as a leader? Stir up a war! 
· Try to project resentment of people unto an outsider, an enemy 
· If a city doesn’t have an enemy, create one
· Tyrant increase taxes to finance war, he becomes more hated 
· Unable to protect the city with good enough army 
· Because all talented people are put into jail 
· Asks for foreign aid… where the city lacks all cohesiveness
· People who are not citizens, they don’t care about the city all they care about is $$
· Entire book 9 is dedicated to tyranny 
· Thrasymachus’s challenge𑁋still needs to answer the question 
· Look at the tyrant, he is the most unhappy 
· Complete slave to desires 
· In control of nothing and is not in control of himself either 
· Irony that Socrates wants to point out 
· Awesome joke about Trump. Love her 
· I constantly in state of drunkenness and madness, can't think clearly 
· Grandiose characteristics 
· No sense of who is friend or enemy, sees enemy everywhere
· No shame...
· Violence, torture and incest is not out of the question 
· No friends, no trust 

Basis of everything about tyrant 
· Thrasymachus is least capable of judgement but the most unhappy 
· Happiest is the philosopher (Socrates) 

Big Question: 

· Will this happiest person want to take part in politics at the end of the day?
· Probably not 
· Not a clear cut answer 
· “Cheer up” it was not a waste of time of thought experiment
· You will want to emulate the patterns of justice that has been presented with 

BOOK X 
· Poetry
· If you don’t question your life than your life isn’t worth living (one way ticket to Hades)





