
Carleton University
Laws 2908C – Fall 2016
ASSIGNMENT 2: ARTICLE SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS

Value: 


Worth 40% of your final grade; marked out of 40 points.
Due:  

December 9, 2015 at NOON. Late penalties apply as of due date and time.

Title Page:
Include a title/cover page with your name and student number, course name and number, and Assignment Title. 
Spacing and Font:
Use double-spacing except for block quotes. Font should be  Arial 11 pt or Times New Roman 12 pt with regular page margins. Insert page numbers. 
File Format 
Submit your file in MS Word. Please convert WordPerfect files into MS Word. Do not submit in Mac Pages or as a PDF. This creates conversion and compatibility issues.
File Naming:

Name your file using this protocol: Your last name and first initial and assignment number (e.g. SmithD_2). 
File Submission: 
The assignment must be submitted electronically via Laws 2908 cuLearn Assignment Link. Remember to hit the SUBMIT button! 

1. Click on the assignment's title
2. Open/download the attached document with the instructions for the assignment.
3. When your assignment is ready to be sent - click the "Add submission" button
4. A new window will appear - click 'Add' > 'Browse' and attach your file from your computer; click 'Save changes'

5. IMPORTANT: You have to click 'Submit assignment' AND check the box in front of ‘This assignment is my own work…’ > ‘Continue’; otherwise your assignment will NOT be submitted
6. You should receive an email from cuLearn confirming that you have successfully submitted your assignment.  If you do not receive this email then you have not successfully submitted your assignment.  Make sure you double check to ensure you have successfully submitted your paper.

Other Instructions:
Additional requirements and details affecting this assignment are provided at the end of the assignment. This includes penalties for length and lateness. Read to the end of this document!

BACKGROUND
For this assignment  you will be  exploring the the relationship between law and social change as it is reflected in evolving judicial, political and social approaches to the issue of sexual assault and consent in Canada. This assignment tests your ability to summarize and analyze literature that deals with this issue.
ASSIGNMENT - TASK

Provide a summary and analysis of Ruthy Lazar’s article “Negotiating Sex: The legal construct of consent in cases of wife rape in Ontario, Canada” (available in the Assignment 2 Folder on cuLearn) and discuss how the article fits in the broader literature concerning the ways in which consent has been interpreted in sexual assault cases and the how stereotypes influence the meaning of consent in sexual activity.
Your summary and analysis should include all FIVE parts below and address ALL questions asked. Use the major headings of the parts below in your essay.

ASSIGNMENT - REQUIRED COMPONENTS

Part I: Introduction (4 marks)

Provide an introduction to your essay that includes the following information:
· Introduce the article you will be analyzing in the assignment.  Be sure to provide the name of the author, the status of the author (e.g. whether she was a professor, a student, or a practicing lawyer when she wrote the article), the name of the article, and the year the article was published.  (1 mark)
· Provide a ‘road-map’ of the topics your essay will address. (1 mark)
· Provide a brief thesis statement that identifies your main argument concerning how the sources reviewed in your essay help to understand the relationship between law and social change as demonstrated by the way consent is interpret  in sexual assault cases in Canada (see Part IV). (1 mark)
· Note that your first footnote should provide a correct citation for the article. (1 mark)
Part II: The Author's Research Project (5 marks)

Describe the framework for the author's research project by providing the information to answer the following questions:
· What central research question does the author deal with in the article? (1 mark)
· Why did the author think this study was important and useful? (i.e., did it address a gap in previous research? Did it respond to a need to understand or give meaning to a phenomenon? Did it seek to resolve a problem and if so, what problem?) Explain your answer. (1 mark)
· What theory or theoretical perspectives did the author apply in the article? How does that theory influence what is being looked at and considered important by the author? (1 mark)
· What research methods did the authors use to gather information for her article? (i.e., what types of evidence did the author rely upon; how did the author obtain that evidence?)  (1 mark)
· How did the author structure the article (i.e. what major topics did the article cover)? (1 mark)
Part III: Summary and Analysis of the Article (10 marks)

Provide an analysis of the article.  Be sure to answer each of the following questions:
· What is the thesis (main argument) advanced by the author in the article? (2 marks)
· What is the main finding of this study  (2 marks)
· What evidence does the author present to support her main finding concerning the ways in which the Ontario Criminal Justice system continues to undermine the 1983 changes to the marital rape law?  Provide examples from the text. (2 marks)
· In your opinion how sustainable are the author's claims concerning the gap in law and litigation strategy in court with respect to consent in cases of sexual assault by partner. (Does the author provide sufficient evidence to support her claims? Do the authors' conclusions accurately reflect what the evidence suggests? Are possible contrary interpretations addressed sufficiently?) Explain your answer. (2 marks)
Part IV: Locating Secondary Sources (10 Marks)

You are required to find, cite and annotate TWO relevant secondary sources on the subject of consent and sexual assault in the Canadian context.

These sources must be journal articles and should not include websites/government documents/books, etc. The quality of these sources will be considered in your grade. 

Hints:

· You must properly cite the source at first mention.
·  The purpose of the annotation is to show the reader the relevance, accuracy, and quality of the sources cited.
· Write a concise annotation that (a) summarizes the central theme and scope of the article, (b) explains how the article contributes to the discussion of consent in sexual assault cases and/or the role of social attitudes in influencing interpretations of consent in court  and (c) evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the article (i.e. Is the author consistent? Where is the source published? Is it recent? Does it provide you with credible information? Is there anything obvious that jeopardizes its credibility? Is there important information that is missing?). 
Each source annotation should be approximately 1 double spaced page
Part V:  Conclusion (3 marks)

Provide a brief conclusion that summarizes the main points you have raised in your essay and recaps the main arguments that support your thesis statement.
Bibliography  and Citation (4 marks)
Provide a bibliography (include as a minimum, references to the secondary sources identified in the assignment and any cases you refer to in your answer) using correct form following the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation (McGill Guide), 8th Edition.

In addition to your bibliography, ensure that you provide proper footnotes or endnotes using correct form following the Canadian Guide to Uniform Legal Citation (McGill Guide), 8th Edition.
Spelling, Grammar, Writing Style and Structure of Essay  (4 Marks)
Pay attention to your writing. Use section headings that correspond to each major part of the assignment (e.g. Part I - Introduction). Make sure that you use complete sentences and have a clear and logical structure. Review, revise and edit your essay to ensure it is free from typographical and grammar mistakes. 
  
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Length: 

· Your Summary and Analysis should be no more than 3000 words long (approximately 12 pages).  Footnotes or endnotes are not included in the word count. We will give a ‘grace’ allocation of a further 200 words for headings, cover page and bibliography.  You will lose marks if you go over the word limit (pro-rated at the rate of 1 mark/300 words; so you will lose 0.5 marks if you go over 150 words and 1.5 marks if you go over by 450 words and so forth.
· This word limit may seem long when you begin and short when you get into the assignment, but your ability to discern the most relevant information and to focus your analysis is one of the skills being assessed in this Assignment. Pay attention to the mark allocations as a further guide to allocate your word limit. 

· Summarize rather than directly quoting from the article except where you wish to comment on particular phrasing. You must provide correct citations for direct quotations from the article and after lengthy summaries of parts of the article. However you do not have to provide a citation for every individual fact or line you summarize from the article. 

Late Penalties and Requests for Extensions

Late penalties will be assessed as follows: 
· Deduction of 5% marks if the assignment is handed in after NOON on due date (plus short grace period [30 min]) but before midnight. 

· A further 5% if the assignment is handed-in anytime the ‘next day’ - from 12:01am to 11:59 pm.
· A further 10% is deducted at the beginning of each following day (at 12:01am) including weekend days.

You must contact Professor Raguparan to request an extension before the due date.  Extensions can only be granted for serious illness (with medical note) or serious family emergency (with supporting documents).  Refer to the Course Outline for complete rules with respect to extensions.

Other Rules and FAQs:
1. It is not acceptable to simply copy information from an article abstract; you must create your own summary. Your Summary and Analysis must be fully original and must be the result of individual work only. Refer to the Course Outline for rules with respect to academic integrity.

2. You MUST include a Bibliography, however, you do not have to do additional research beyond the sources identified in the assignment.
3. Keep a copy of your essay as submitted.
4. Don't forget to double check to ensure that your assignment has been submitted correctly on cuLearn.  Correct submission will be confirmed by an email from cuLearn.  If you do not receive an email from cuLearn confirming submission of your assignment it has not been submitted correctly and you must try to submit it again.  There will be no waiving of late penalties for failure to submit the paper correctly on cuLearn.

Page 1 of 5

