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Imprisonment As Punishment – The prison in contemporary society 

Foucault
· Prison reform occurs in consort and tandem with the very function of prison itself
· The prison and prison reform are bound together (through the functioning itself)
· Sealed of to the public, they are not allowed to see the power that exists in prison
· There is shame of what they are doing 

Early Punishments
· Focused on the body
· Corporal punishment: hitting, whipping, flogging, canning (changes via instrument)
· Execution ** 
· Mutilation
· Branding – marking with punishment 
· Public spectacles: stocks, pillory, throwing rocks…The idea is to shame people, if people see someone else in this situation they might be deterred
· In the 1600’s the British would transport criminals to the American colonies
· Would later begin to transport them to Australia (far far away)
· Resent the authorities 

Classical Criminology
· Emphasis on law
· Reparation/Retributions = Deterrence (general specific) 
· Punishment is meant to deter, people will see what happens when they break the rules and law
· Proportionality = punishment = crime
· The punishment has to fit the crime
· We need to have a codified system of rules to govern how we evaluate acceptable or unacceptable behavior
· It would be outlined – what was allowed and what wasn’t allowed as behaviors 
· Move away from punishment as a way of retribution – we shouldn’t be punishing people because we think “that’s what they deserve”
· In God’s mind, crimes are not sins, but behaviors that we’ve determined to offend/work against the social contract
· Swift, certain, serve – levels, punishment has to sting = we will see a deteret effect 
· Classical school theorists talk about the designs of prisons for people who have been sentenced for their crimes if we cannot transport them some place far away

· Bentham’s Panopticon: architectural design that represented the ideal representation of prison (central guard tower in the middle of the circular shaped prison in order to see everything and everyone – prisoners could not see in the tower) 1700s
· Foucault discusses the Panopticon as a theory of power through effectively controlling people in a way that is not overtly disciplinary
· The threat and fear of being watched 
· Because you never know when you’re being watched, there is always the potential of you being watched (prisoners do not have a direct way of seeing if they are being watched in particular)
· People will be governing their behavior as if they are being watched (the guards did not always have to be on duty)
· People are ultimately governing themselves because they’re afraid they could get in to trouble/they could be being observed
· “Panoptic surveillance” = idea that the authorities are always watching you
· Panoptic types of power – Foucault

Problems of Early Prisons
· Corruption by contamination amongst prisoners
· Men, women and children were once all thrown into the same institution
· People with major crime, people with parking tickets, mentally insane etc 
· People awaiting trial would be placed in the same housing as someone waiting to enter prison (therefore, some would be innocent and stuck in a house with people found guilty)
· They then need to segregate prisons or it will just be a mess 

· Corruption by indolence
· People would be corrupted by being idle inside (working hard became a mechanism for you to save yourself)
· People would be lazy 

The Penitentiary System
· Prisons no longer called prisons, but penitentiaries
· ** William Pen, he wanted them to reflect upon their wrong doing, and when they reflect they will become penitent, they need to feel remorse and only then will they change 
· Some people were allowed to have bibles 
· Trying to make a new you 
· Pennsylvania style prison is “penitent” through reflection (seen more in Europe)
· Prisoners would express their penance or become penitent (you’re going to reflect around your wrong doing and come to a realization about your actions and express penance/remorse for what you’ve done)
· In this style of penitentiary, individuals did not have contact with other people, even when they were out of their cells they would wear masks or blindfolds ***complete and total solitary confinement***
· Recreation was done on their own, no prison guards were seen by prisoners
· Awaken/change morality – “life annihilated and begun again”
· The idea was to dismantle the prisoner’s life as it was and to renew it in a better way
· Prisoners ultimately lose their minds (cases of insanity/suicide)
· This becomes the model of European prisons at the time
· Radial prisons = greatly seen in Europe (UK) everyone has their own cells




· Auburn system is the reformation through work (seen more in North America)

It was 1st tried in Auburn, New York
· Punishment = prison labor = employment
· Duplication of society – due to the escalating amounts of people in prisons, the Pennsylvanian system is costly (everyone in individual cells)

· In the Auburn model, prisoners could do things together (without talking, looking at each other…)
· Working in a factory-like setting together (assembly line type jobs, growing/harvesting crops)
· Punishing people at the same time as rehabilitate them as a social individual/being (in order to gain employment when released into society)
· Predominant system in North America

Conflicts Between Prison Models
· Religious 
· A lot of prison reformers are religious in their own orientations
· Religious effect was lacking in people? 
· Crimes are not sins against God, but against the social body

· Medical
· Pennsylvania model considered inhumane
· Where people go insane and commit suicide 
· Is this right?

· Economic
· Cost of Pennsylvania model is expensive to build/upkeep
· Auburn system is economically more feasible
· Prisoners could work, produce goods, help sustain the prison as an institution – therefore the prison could make a profit (***good question on midterm)
· Prisoners can help the community
· They are working for very little money
· You can literally take prisoners and make them upkeep the prison and then profit from the money that they do not use
· Prisoners are making products for free
· Fouclut thinks that both systems would work because they would normalize prisons, give them discipline and be regulated 

· Architectural/administrative
· Pennsylvania = Expensive, harder to upkeep
· Which one is cheaper and easy to keep up 




The Penitentiary as Punishment (***important I think)
· Hide power relations involved in punishment  shield public
· Prison as punishment  prison as apparatus
· Prison becomes a tool for doing things (changing the people)
· Trying to transform people
· No longer just a place to put people, but an instrument or tool – work on people to normalize them 
· Isolating people from broader society, forcing them to work (to a certain extent)
· Isolation, work, surveillance (watching people and making sure they are doing what they are supposed to be going – making model prisoners)  = model prisoner which will lead to  model citizens

Penitentiary Practices

· Convicted offender (act)  delinquent (biographical knowledge) = offender of law and object of science 
· Compiling knowledge about the prisoner and their delinquent (biographical knowledge) helps in changing and transforming them
· Importance of compiling personal data (past, history, parentage, age, gender, etc.) they will observe you and noting what they see 
· Transform the issues and make you a better person 
· Method of control, getting in their minds, so we understand why they commit the crimes
· Practices that occur in these new style prisons 
· Inmates are observed, their biographies are being noted and the objective is to improve/transform them
· We now become more focused on people’s lives, rather than the single act that they may have perpetrated

Self-Evidence of Prison
· Egalitarian punishment (fair way of punishing individual)  deprivation of liberty 
· This becomes a very fair way of punishing people for breaking the law (egalitarian)
· Everyone values their liberty – do we all value it the same?
· Apparatus for transforming individuals  render “docile and useful” (Foucault)

· Situations where people don’t care about being in prison/don’t think of it as a big deal: homeless people, if you’ve been before (knowing a lot of people already), people involved in drug trade (they make a lot of money – weighing the pros and cons) for a homeless person its not so depriving compared to someone who has a family. 
· The reason why people think imprisonment is natural is because we look at it is an apparatus for transforming people
· Prisons exist because they indicate to those who are not there, that we are free (that you are able to do what you want)







Penitentiary as “Correctional Institution”
· Penitentiary now known as a correctional institution
· Medical model of imprisonment (imprisonment becomes medicalized)  This suggests that prisoners (now called offenders) are sick and need some sort of intervention to fix them/rehabilitate them
· This can be done through counseling, anger management, and therapeutic interventions…
· Once people are fixed, it will be easier for them to reenter the community as law abiding citizens (pro social) 
· Treatment model  vocational training – education, therapeutic interventions – cognitive training, why the make the choice that they do, look ahead and make better choices
· Choices need to be corrected 



Does Rehabiliation work?

· “nothing works” doctrime  no diminishment recidivism 
· 1974 Robert Martion 
· Do they go back inside cause they re-offend 
