	There's a good website by the Canadian Government Job bank which outlines the communications skills essential to programmers. The reading requirement outlines everything from technical reading to software manuals to contract agreements. It also involves reading team based communications including emails between coworkers and clients, and project proposals. On the document side, we have be efficient in scanning long documents for relevant information as well as synthesizing useful data relevant to your project. The writing expected of programmers includes the ability to write efficient emails and step by step simple instructions, to writing reports that document the programmer's work for both coworkers and clients. They are also expected to write technical documents ranging from project proposals to manuals with in-depth specifications. Programmers also need to speak eloquently and effectively. They need to be able to negotiate points of view with clients and developers to supplement written work in presentations as well as phone calls and meetings. In short, communication skills are essential for programmers, be it in reading, forming and reviewing documents, to writing and verbal communication.
