PSY2174
Suggested answers for Activity #1 : Cold Reading

The answers provided are not meant to be exhaustive or complete. Their purpose is to allow you to evaluate your grasp of the material by comparing your answers with those below. PLS do not hesitate to contact Professor Boutet if you wish to verify the accuracy of some of your answers.

Question 1 : 
· Tendency to trust and believe figures of authority
· Confirmation Bias: tendency to notice and search for correct guesses and to underestimate the frequency of incorrect guesses  
· Tendency to rely on testimonies and anecdotes as reliable sources of information: belief in Mr. Fareye’s psychic power is based on other students account of their experience 
· Role of emotions: Joanna probably had more difficulties using rational judgement and was more likely to fall pray to thinking errors during her session with Mr. Fraeye because she was under emotional distress.

Question 2 :
· The author’s own bias against supernatural powers seems apparent from the beginning of the fable 
· It would be best to keep an open but sceptical mind in such situations – lets evaluate the facts before judging
· To confirm the idea that Mr. Fareye has psychic powers, one has to search for supporting evidence without falling pray to thinking errors
· e.g. The fable does not allow us to determine whether the accuracy Mr. Fareye’s statements is better than that predicted by chance alone
· On the other hand, many elements in the fable suggest that Mr. Fareye exploits thinking errors during the session. Amongst others, the fable suggests that Mr. Fareye uses ‘cold reading’, namely that he increases his chances of correctly guessing Joanna’s problems by focusing on the three most common problems, that he uses cues from Joanna’ gestures to adjust his statements, that Joanna failed to notice incorrect statements, etc. 
· Furthermore, the mention that Mr. Fareye left town right after Joanna’s suicide attempt suggests that he has something to hide 
· Although the fable implies that Mr. Fareye uses trickery instead of supernatural powers, one cannot conclude either way because Mr. Fareye’ abilities have not been tested by a rigorous investigation

Question 3: 
· Emotions: when I am searching information in scientific journals or databases, I might be biased in selecting and noticing only the information make me feel like I can gain control of the situation and therefore make me feel better. 
· Confirmation bias: When I have a preconceived notion of ‘how the world works’ I might be victim to the confirmation bias and only seek and remember scientific articles that support my notion while ignoring, dismissing, or discrediting others
· Confirmation bias: when criticizing scientific studies published in articles, I might be more critical of studies that provide results contradictory to my beliefs and at the same time skim over details that would cast doubt on studies that confirm my belief
· Oversimplify/Availability heuristics: When asked about a certain phenomena, I might only recall the last information regarding this phenomena that I can remember without engaging into a thorough search and evaluation of all the available information
· Testimonials and anecdotes: When researching information, I might simply omit to search for good quality research but instead focus on low quality research that only cites anecdotal evidence
· We don’t believe in chance: When searching for the causes of a disease from which I have just been diagnosed, for example cancer, I might keep searching for a cause that would give me power over the situation instead of believing the current scientific evidence which concludes that certain cancers are simply random occurences
· Memories are faulty: When citing scientific information I have read in a scientific article, I might wrongly cite the information because my memory is not perfect and yet trust my memory. It would have been better to go back to the original article to make sure that my memory of the information was correct
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Etc.
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