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Islam
Arabic – Hebrew words built on a three letter root; S, L, M
Islam = complete trust of and surrender
Muslim = the person who submits to the will of God
Muslim
Born to a Muslim family or converted by confessing Shahada, which states that there is no god but God and Muhammad is his messenger – Niya is required when saying it, which is the INTENTION
80% of Muslims are not Arab – Arab does not equal Muslim

Origins of Islam
Abraham 
Sarah – his wife
Hagar – maid – kicked out
Ishmael – maid’s son – kicked out
Isaac – wife’s son 
Ishmaelites in Arabia – Hagar and Ishmael go South from Israel after being kicked out which is Saudi Arabia 

Arabian Religion and Society
Before Mohammad, inhabitants in the Arabian peninsula worshipped many Gods but still believed there was one greatest of Gods – they called him Allah (came from Il Alah) – he created the universe 
They are henotheistic – Jews and Christians were “Hanif”
Nostic Christians and Muslims both believed that Jesus did not really die on the cross, because he was not human, he was not matter
Arab religion worshipped three daughters of Allah at Kabah, a black stone of mysterious origins – before Mohammed – place of pilgrimages for all Arabs 
Pre-Muslim Arabian society did not believe in an after-life – they had a fear of death that Islam cured
Arab social values: family and male honor, hospitality, defense of the socially defenseless (poor, widows, orphans)
Warlords and tribal loyalty
Mecca was the capital of Arabia – religious centre due to Kabah – political centre because of the Quraysh Tribe – economic centre (trade routes and markets) – Mecca was very wealthy so they began to lose their defense for the socially defenseless 

Theological Constructions
This period before Islam is called: Jahaliyya = time of IGNORANCE

Life of Mohammad
570CE – he was born a Qurayshi (the tribe that controlled Mecca), raised by his uncle Abu Talib
He worked in the family business, had a good reputation
He married Khadijah at 25 (595CE) – she was 40, wealthy, and a widow
So after he married her, he didn’t need to work as much so he started to spend a lot of time alone in the mountains of Mecca, praying in solitude
One night, in 610CE in the month of Ramadan, the angel Gabriel appears to Mohammad in Mount Hira (this becomes known as the night of power) – Gabriel says “Recite!” 
Quran = recitation
Mohammad was troubled, wasn’t sure about it, his wife encouraged it – he became depressed wondering if there was more – but he got more messages, a lot about social justice
Muhammad began his work in Mecca, addressing issues:
Social and religious reform
Idol worship and polytheism
Care for the poor
Assist the oppressed 
Give alms
He was directly criticizing the practice, the morals, the life of Qurayshis 
He had few supporters: wide, Abu Bakr (close friend), Zayd (former slave), Ali (cousin)… he had many enemies
619CE: The Quraysh go to Abu Talib so he can silence Mohammad but he refuses, and they can’t cross Abu Talib
When his uncle and his wife die, Muhammad’s support system collapses
622CE: he gets an invitation from Yathrib (later named Medina) – this city has been experiencing many civil wars – they invited him to act as arbitrator 
His flight from Mecca to Medina is known as the Hijra – it becomes the start date of Islam (Anno Hijra) – in this city, the first Muslim community was established (Ummah) – he made peace between the warring tribes in Medina and establishes Islam 
Now Medina and Mecca are at war with each other – Muhammad asked the Jews in Medina to just not conspire with the Quraysh but they did and there was a massacre
Battle of Badr – 624CE – Muslims are outnumbered by Meccans and WIN – this gets interpreted such that Angels were on the field helping the Muslims
Battle of Uhud – 625CE – Muslims lose badly – Meccans pulled back for some unknown reason
Cleansing the Kabah – Muhammad and his army go to Mecca and the Meccans give up without a bloodshed – they devoted the Kabah to God alone
Muhammed returns to Medina and he makes two pilgrimages in Mecca before he dies in 632CE

Caliphate
After the prophet’s death, the followers aren’t sure what to do
One follower, Umar, threatened to beat anyone who said that the prophet is dead – Abu Bakr said that they didn’t worship Muhammad, they worshipped Allah, who is immortal, always alive
Division between Sunnis and Shias begins now
Khalifah = steward, Caliph, watches over the place, didn’t own the place – first Caliph was Abu Bakr (632-634CE) – people who believed Ali was supposed to be the successor were not happy but Ali recognizes and follows Abu Bakr nonetheless and was happy to wait his turn
Abu Bakr brought stability, and established Islam throughout Arabia, reestablishing treaties of loyalties and peace
Imam = prayer leader 
The Quraysh didn’t want Ali to be the next Caliph because they didn’t want Islam to be a monarchy
Abu Bakr appointed his next successor: Umar (634-644CE)
Umar extends Islam into the Middle East and captures Jerusalem in 637CE – establishing the just treatment of Jews and Christians – he was then killed by a Persian slave
A hiring committee was formed to pick the next successor – Uthman or Ali? They went with Uthman (644-656CE) 
He takes Islam into Asia Minor (Turkey) and North Africa – 
He oversaw creation of the Qur’an 
He was assassinated in a coup 
Ali was the 4th Caliph (cousin of Muhammad and son-in-law) (656-661CE) 
Ali announced an amnesty for the killers of Uthman to end bloodshed – supporters of Uthman rebel against Ali for this, including his wife Aisha 
Mu’awiyah is Uthman’s cousin who believed he should be the next Caliph
Battle with Mu’awiyah at Siffin (657CE) where he fights against Ali for this – Ali was winning – so Mu’awiyah gets his soldiers to put the Quran on their swords, so Ali was unsure what to do – so he steps back and agrees to send the dispute to arbitration – he allowed Mu’awyiah to get stronger because of this
By 660, Mu’awiyah was a self-appointed caliph 
Ali’s supporters believed that for this, he was an enemy of God so they kill him in 661 – killed by Kharijites

Islam Splits! 
Hasan (Ali’s first son) – powerless, and not much of a fighter, loses caliphate to Mu’awiyah – he was killed 
Rise of the Umayyad tribe (cousins of the Quraysh)
Husayn (Ali’s last surviving son) vs. Yazid (Mu’awiyah’s son) – BATTLE OF KARBALA IN 680
Shi’at Ali = party of Ali = Shia
Husayn is killed by Yazid – his head was put on a spear
Treating the grandson of the prophet like that makes Yazid an enemy 
At this point, there is a total split – Sunni and Shia
Quraysh + Umayyad Dynasty = Sunni 
Shias laid low

Shia Islam
Thought caliphate should have always stayed in the family of Muhammad
Shias had no caliphs, just Imams (divinely mandated leader) – just 12 of them! Have a unique connection to God through the blood they share with the Prophet
Ali was Muhammad’s cousin and Fatima (prophet’s daughter)’s husband
First four Imams: Ali, Hasan, Husayn, Ali-Zayn
5th Imam: al-Baqir vs Zayad?!  Disagreement over who should follow:
Zaydis: Shia who followed Zayad as 
Al Baqir was the older son – his mother was a granddaughter of Ali
Zayad lead a revolt against the Umayyad, making people think he was the better choice
6th Imam: Jafar
7th Imam: Musa vs. Ismail?
Ismail is the eldest but he died before Jafar died
Musa
Isma’ilis: Shia sect that traces its Imamate through Isma’il’s sons – also called “Seveners” – they thought you can’t take away Imamate from someone just because he died
Rest of Shia follows Musa
12th Imam: Mehdi – born in 869 and disappeared 5 years later – he didn’t die apparently – his followers are called the Twelvers 
He went into hiding (OCCULTATION) and he is still hiding
This is when the “babs” (gates) concept comes in – the idea is that, even though he is hiding, the babs act as communication between him and his community – THIS IS THE LESSER OCCULATATION 
Greater and Lesser Occultation 
Greater Occultation = begins in 941 when the 4th bab dies and there is NO form of communication with him and there is TOTAL occultation, TOTAL darkness
The belief is that he could be anywhere and will return at the end of time (with Jesus) – consistent with the idea in Judaism of a MESSIAH
Shia make up about 20% of Muslims
Ayatolla Khomeini (Iran) = his followers claimed he was the Mahdi

Umayyad Dynasty: 661-750CE
Islam spreads to Spain (west), Iran and Pakistan (East), stopped from taking France in 732
691 – Dome of the Rock on the Temple mount in Jerusalem was built where the Jewish temple was 
Damascus is the Capital – Islam spreads 
Abbasid Dynasty: 750-1258
Massacred Umayyads, took control
Baghdad became their capital
Height of this dynasty = 800’s – height of Muslim culture, philosophy, learning, theology, math, science, medicine (500 doctors in 8th century in Baghdad)
While this was happening, Christianity was going through the DARK AGES 

Sufism
Mystical Islam – when Muslims encountered Christian ascetics 
Protests power, wealth, corruption of mainstream Islam
Protest against legalism and motivation by fear – Antinomianism! 
Sufis embraced asceticism – poverty
Dhikr = remembrance – this is the their main principle 
Language of sexual love and union common among mystics
Mystical ecstasy – Fana = annihilation (consumed by God and identity disappears)
Four stages of mystical progression:
Love of God
Nearness to God
Bliss
Annihilation (fana) – completely overcome by God
“How great is my majesty?”
“I am the absolute truth”
Al-Ghazali, 11th century – legal scholar becomes a mystic 
Rumi – well-known Muslim Sufi poet

Islam in Crisis
Fatimid / Seljuq mini-empires 
Abbasid Dynasty seen as the Golden Age (esp 750-950CE)
1258 – Fall of Baghdad – no more Muslim empire
Mongols converted: three empires (1500’s)
Mughal Empire in India and east (Doesn’t exist anymore)
Safavid Empire in Iran (Doesn’t exist anymore)
Ottoman Empire in Turkey and Eastern Europe (

East and West
The Muslims start to get into a conservative period
The Christians have an enlightenment period – scientific and intellectual growth
Renaissance = rebirth
Crusades – Catholic West vs. Muslim East
Both sides have skewed ideas of each other

Political Islam
Islamism: political ideology, all Muslim
Founding of Pakistan – formed from India – was peaceful, lead by a poet 
Afghan war against Russia – failed occupation of Afghanistan 
Palestine/Israel conflict – Islamists have been trying to raise Jihad as one of the pillars of Islam, which is incorrect 
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The Quran
Revelations came over 22 year period
Context specific 
Early revelations in Mecca – short prophetic indictments – context specific (treatment of widows, idolatry, treatment of the poor – social and religious)
Late revelations in Mecca – longer interpretations of past prophets – when Mohammed began to come across Jews (interpretations of Jewish prophets)
Revelations from Medina – arguments, discourses, legal pronouncements – governmental in nature, law, legal arguments
Some think that it preexisted humanity and came to Mohammed when he needed it 
Mohammed’s recitations were orally transmitted and then written on various materials 
The oral transmission always results in variations and forgetfulness – Early Muslims realized it was becoming a problem – Uthman oversees the writing and printing of the Quran – now there is one version (unline Christianity) because ALL competing versions were destroyed (nobody’s seen them) 
650CE -  Quran fragments are collected
Arranged in 114 Suras – each of them are a relevant event
Presented in order of length, not chronology, not genre, not theme (exception of the first one)

Sura 104 – The Slanderer – Al Hamza
About greed and holding on to your money
Give your money and be generous
Dying rich won’t make you immortal

Sura 103 -  The Epoch – Al Asr
The human is always at a loss 
Humans are always forgetting – forgetting to submit to the will of God – being honest, faithful, just, patient

Sura 10.3 – Jonah
God is the creator of everything

Sura 4.94 – The Women
Muslims fought against their oppressors
The point is that Muslims are not supposed to deny the offer of peace or reject peace just because your enemy is not Muslims, because everyone, at one point, was not Muslim and did not follow Allah properly

Problem Texts – these passages exist but they’re contextual – the context was war, thus resulting in statement as follows. One cannot take a passage and call it the essence of Islam. These texts are not representative, which is inaccurate. 
Sura 8.60
Striking terror into the hearts of the enemies
Sura 47.4
Cut the unbelievers’ throats

The Quran & Al Fatiha
Quran means the “recitation”
Every event, formal, mournful, etc., Quran is read – usually every night before bed
There is a hadith from Mohammed – reciting the Quran in a beautiful way to make it sound beautiful
One with God, preexisted humanity – seen the same way that Jesus is seen in Christianity 

Islam is a mix of orthopraxy and orthodoxy. There is submission of will and submission of body. Muslims must abide by God’s law. Shariah law was intended to limit the local differences from place to place in the world. 

Shariah Law – moral code and religious laws for Muslims - established in four steps:
Quran – if it forbids something or says something is okay, end of debate – doesn’t include much laws, however
Hadith / Sunnah – most law is derived from the Hadith’s – words of Mohammed – do not have the status of the Quran but Muslims believed that Mohammed was incapable of making errors – sometimes they are stories ABOUT Mohammed – Muslims derive a model of behaviour 
Isnad = chain of transmission (so and so said that so and so said that so and so said that Mohammed said…)
Qiyas = analogy – a religious community must have a debate every time a new invention comes out – they try to find hadiths or some statement in the Quran to make analogies and draw conclusions about modern contexts  
Ijma = consensus – when there is no hadith or Quran statement to aide in the decision, consensus is used, since God will not allow His community to agree on an error, thus consensus is basically divinely ordained.

Legal Debates 
Coffee – roasted – they debated if it was legal – Mohammed hasn’t said anything and neither has the Quran – some argued that since intoxication is forbidden, then maybe so is coffee? Coffee places were shut down, reopened, shut down, and reopened – Qiyas was inconclusive – they then realized that people were drinking coffee for a century and no moral decay resulted, so coffee became legal in Islam
Khamr – Muslims were originally allowed to drink wine until Mohammed forbade it through the Quran – 
Hanafi argued that khamr referred exclusively to fermented grapes and dates, thus other alcoholic drinks were okay
Shafi’i argued that khamr was not meant to be interpreted literally but metaphorically – it wasn’t what you drank that was a problem, but it’s that intoxication led to social and moral decay, which is a problem 
Fiqh – determination of rules and debates

Muslim Theological Debates
Muslims believe that God is ONE and cannot be divided
God’s attributes – caring, generous, understanding, grace, love, wisdom – Muslims debated on the relationship between God and his attributes  
Knowledge, power, generosity 
Speech
Mu’tazilites – represent rationalist stream in Islam – faceless, without attributes (with secondary attributes) – no essence – Quran was created by God as it was delivered to Mohammed (did not exist before it was recited and it’s a second order down)
On the other hand, the position is that God and his attributes are one, his speech and knowledge are eternal (LIKE THE TRINITY) – SYNCHROTISM 
If God’s speech is eternal like him, what does that make the Quran? The other side would argue it’s his speech and eternal like him – consubstantial 
God’s hands? 
Mu’tazilites – thought it was metaphors, not literal, God had no hands, eyes, etc.
Mainstream Islam thought it was literal, although not human-like

Hadith of Gabriel Summary
Islam = body, rites, practices, doing, law
Iman = mind, doctrines, belief, philosophy, theology
Ihsan = soul, heart, spirituatlity, seeing, mysticism 

Muslim Theology
Five Pillars of Faith
Monotheism = Tawhid = there is no god but God, and Mohammed is the messenger of God (Shahada) – God cannot be separated in any way – Tawhid is never contradicted in Muslim theology
Prophecy 
Nabi = prophet – warnings from God 
Rasul = messenger – innovation, scripture – Rasuls are still Nabis 
Muslims do not worship Mohammed – but he is highly revered – they believe that was not capable of making errors – a lot of Muslims follow his example and imitate him
Revelation 
God reveals in stages - 
People of the Book – 
Angelic Agency – they are supposed to believe that there are angels and that the world is shared by humans and spirits – mediate between Allah and humans
Jinns = made from fire – take any form – more ambiguous – invisible 
Gabriel and Iblis 
Iblis = Shaytan (Satan) = didn’t bow down to Adam, so he was thrown out of heaven – some sides see it as SERIOUS devotion to God – he can tempt but never forces you to do anything
Judgement and Afterlife
Muslim ethical system – judgment, reward, and punishment – your salvation is at stake if you don’t follow Muslim laws 
“The Day of Noise and Clamour” – people rushing about, anxious about being judged
Hell temporary for all but religious hypocrites – you don’t go to hell forever – do time in hell then go to heaven
Religious hypocrite – claim to be Muslim but don’t follow any Muslim laws
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Islam is a combination of faith and practice – action infused with faith – the Five Pillars puts it more on the orthopraxy side (only one of the pillars are about faith)

Five Pillars of Practice
Shahada – confession 
“I bear witness that there is no god but God, and I bear witness that Mohammed is the messenger of God.”
Shias have a third part about Imam Ali
This is said 3 times when one wants to convert to Islam – must be with the INTENT (niyah) of conversion
Salat – ritual prayer – not spontaneous – it is 5 times a day – dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, sunset, and after dark – prayer with the mouth and body – articulation of submission 
Raka’ah – cycle of postures in prayer
Meuzzin = caller to prayer 
There was a debate whether it is okay to call to prayer through the speakers 
Wudu is required for prayer – ritual washing
Jum’ah = gathering for prayers = Friday afternoon = communal prayer 
Masjid = mosque 
Zakat = to purify – alms (giving money to the poor) – 2.5% annual “tax” – must have a minimum income in order to pay zakat (otherwise you receive zakat) – 
Sawm – fasting! In Ramadan – must have niyah to fast 
Spiritual awareness – it is the month where Mohammed received his first revelation 
For one month – except for the sick and pregnant
Followed by Eid Al Fitr – giant feast  - include the poor! 
1st of Shawal (10th month) – holiday (receive gifts, buy new clothes, off work and school)
Hajj – pilgrimage – obligatory once in a lifetime – go to Mecca – can’t be or risk being in debt. Hajj brings purification, re-birth, and a fresh start.
Day before: 7 counter-clockwise circumambulations around the Kabah + running between two nearby hills 
Running between Safa and Marwa – Zam Zam Water
Day One: 20km walk from Mecca to the Mount of Mercy/Arafat (sometimes stopping for the night at Mina)
Day Two: constant prayer from noon – sunset – central ritual of Hajj – at sunset, pilgrims move from Arafat to Muzdalifah (cobine their sunset and evening prayers – gather pebbles 
Day Three: Back to Mina – prilgrims throw seven pebbles at a white pillar that represents Satan – Stoning of the Jamarat 
Day Four: more pebble throwing – return to Mecca that afternoon
Hajj is followed by Eid Al-Adha 
Feast of sacrifice! 
10th of Dhul-Hijja (last month of the calendar)

Hijra – Muslim new year!  Flight of Muslims with Mohammed from Mecca to Medina 
1st of Muharram – marks the new year - 1434 AH (started Nov. 14, 2012)
Observed by Shia Muslims – recalls the martyrdoms of Ali and Husayn 
First 9 days is a mourning period
10th – Ashura – funeral procession: representations of Husayn’s coffin, horse, weapeons, etc. 
Shias express mourning and remorse 

Women and Islam
Female Genital Mutilation - 
Hijab – comes from two Quranic passages – ensures purity of heart – modesty and “draw your cloak close around you” – from encountering Christianity? 
Female infanticide – can bring the whole tribe down – Mohammed prohibited it 
Polygyny – Mohammed limited it to four – Quranic verse that says “Unless he treats each equitably, he only marries one”
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