Class 09

For Class Nine (Oct 06) Concluding Lesson One: Assessing Claims
Chapter Five: pages 178-182 (start at "Appeal to Popularity", stop at "Appeal to Emotion")
Chapter Five: pages 186-187 ("Begging the Question")
Web Resource: Burden of Proof, from Wikipedia
Web Resource: Russell's Teapot, from Wikipedia

Analyzing arguments
1. Put the argument into standard form
a. Premises before conclusions, brackets
2. Assess the premises
a. Relies on Step 1
b. True premise
3. Assess the inference
a. Relies on Step1
b. Strong or valid inference
4. Assess the argument
a. Relies on Steps 2&3

2. How do we assess the premise?
1. Something….
2. Does the premise have putative support?
a. Warrant – non-inferential support
b. Justification – inferential support
3. If not, do you accept the premise on background beliefs?
a. If so, the premise is acceptable
b. If not, the premise is unacceptable
[Possible ‘therefore’ answers:]
· The premise is acceptable, based on my background beliefs
· The premise is unacceptable…..

How to we assess support?
· Is the warranted (non-inferential) or justification (inferential)?
· If it’s justification, assess the argument.
· If it’s warrant, identify if it’s experience, testimony, or analyticity?
· Assess the relevant source of warrant
[Possible ‘therefore’ answers:]
· I accept the claim because….
· (It’s warranted by experience)
· I don’t accept the claim because…..

3. How do we assess the inference?
Use your common sense.
Use your imagination:
· If it’s possible that the conclusion could be false, even if the premises are true, then the inference is invalid.
· If the truth of the premises would guarantee the truth of the conclusion, the inference is valid.
[Possible ‘therefore’ answers:]
· The inference is valid, because the truths of the premises guarantee the truth of the conclusion.
· The inference is invalid…..

4. How do we assess the argument?
· For deductive: is the argument SOUND or UNSOUND?
· Soundness has two conditions:
·  (
If the validity is true, it guarantees the truth of the argument.
)True premises
· Valid inference
[Possible ‘therefore’ answers:]
· The argument is unsound because it has false premises.
· The argument is unsound because it has an invalid inference.

· For inductive: is the argument COGENT or UNCOGENT?
· Cogency has two conditions:
· True premises
·  (
If the validity is true, it’s 
possible
 the argument is true.
)Strong inference
[Possible ‘therefore’ answers:]
· The argument is uncogent because it has false premises.
· The argument is uncogent because it has an invalid inference.
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