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Web Resource: Argument Analysis, from Prof. Jan Garrett
Web Resource: Argument Mapping, from Critical Thinking Web

Inference: the relation of support between the premises and the conclusion


Argument
Good: sound (cogent)
Bad: unsound (uncogent)

Premise
Good: true
Bad: false

Inference
Good: valid/strong
Bad: invalid/weak

Conclusion
Good: true
Bad: false


Kinds of Arguments
· Deductive: certainty
· Shows the conclusion is definitely or certainly true, you know for sure it’s true
· Inductive: probability and possibility
· Likely or possibly true conclusion

Sound: when an argument has true premises and a valid inference (deductive)
Cogent: when an argument has true premises and a strong inference (inductive)

Complex arguments: an argument with at least one intermediate conclusion
Intermediate conclusion: a statement that is both a premise and a conclusion

Example

1.  (
The conclusion for Argument 1 now becomes a premise for Argument 2
)The plot is really well developed [premise]
2. If the plot is well developed, it’s really well done [premise]
3. It’s really well done [intermediate conclusion]

1. It’s really well done and has great 80’s references [premise]
2. If it’s really well done and does have great 80’s reference, then that shows it’s a great show.
3. Stranger Things is a great TV show.

1. The plot is really well developed 
2. If the plot is well developed, then the show is really well done
3. It’s really well done (1, 2)
a. [Conclusion for the first part]
4. If the show is really well done, then that shows it’s a great show
5. Stanger Things is a great TV show (3, 4)
a. [Premise for the second part]

Diagramming arguments:
Independent premises: premises that support the conclusion independently of the truth of any other premise (uses “v” diagram)
Dependent premises: premises that support the conclusion only in conjunction with other premises (uses “t” diagram)
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Simple Argument
Conversation:
Bob: hey man, you should bring your umbrella
Doug: why should I bother?
Bob: well, it’s raining
 (
“
t
” Diagram because it uses dependent premises
)Doug: so?
Bob: if it’s raining you should bring you umbrella?
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)Standard:
1. It’s raining 
2. If it’s raining, you should bring your umbrella
3.  (
3
)You should bring your umbrella (1, 2)
 (
Statement 3 is supported by premises 1 and 2.
)



Complex Argument
1. It’s raining
2. If it’s raining, you should bring your umbrella
3. You should bring your umbrella (1, 2)
4. If you should bring your umbrella, then you shouldn’t have room for that extra book bag
5. You shouldn’t have room for that extra book bag (3, 4)

Diagram as two separate simple arguments



Diagram as a complex diagram
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