Class 04

For Class Four (Sep 20) Background Beliefs
Chapter Four: pages 123-127 (stop at "Experts and Evidence")
Chapter Two: pages 41-45 ("The Power of the Group")

Chapter 04

1. Identify claim
2. Accept by background beliefs
a. Yes>>accepted
b. No/can’t fully assess>>step 3
3. Accepted as analytic
a. Yes>>accepted (tautology)
b. Reject>>rejected (contradiction)
c. No/can’t fully assess>>step 4 (synthetic)
4. ….

Burden of proof: the onus of warrant is on the person making the claim
Onus: the reasonable obligation to provide warrant for one’s claim
Warrant: a basis to believe the claim is true
Begging the question (fallacy): an approach to providing warrant which requires assuming the contentious claim is true


Class 05

For Class Five (Sep 22) Definitions and Analyticity
Web Resource: "Types of Statements", from Prof. Henry Folse, Loyola University
Chapter Four: pages 154-155 ("Misleading Comparisons" and "Weasel Words")
Chapter Four: pages 168-170 ("Defining Terms")
Web Resource: Definition, from LogicTutor

Analytic: truth value determined by the meaning of its terms; necessarily true (tautology)
	Example: a triangle has three sides

Synthetic truth value is not determined by the meaning of its terms
	[Textbook] truth value is determined by ‘how the world is’, ‘empirical’

Necessary: impossible for a claim to have a different truth value (analytic)
Tautology: necessarily true
Contradictions: necessarily false
Contingent: it is possible to have a different truth value (synthetic)

A priori: truth value can be determined independently of any particular experience; doesn’t appeal to specific experiences
A posteriori: truth value can only be determined on the basis of particular experiences (empirical)
 
Types of Definitions
Lexical (reportive) definition: reports the usage of a word (ex. A dictionary)
	Can be true or false
Stipulative definition: provides a rule governing the usage of word
	Can not be true or false

Weasel words: deliberate un-clarity meant to trip you into thinking something was said when it wasn’t
Ambiguity: when a word or claim admits of two or more possible interpretations, and it’s not clear which is intended
