Identify Claims

1. Identify the claim: really understand what claims are being made
2. Asses the claim: is it true or false? Do you believe in the claim? Is it any good?

"I believe P" making a claim about myself
"It is true that P..." telling people about the world >> needs more evidence and support

Claims: a statement that can be true or false
· Ex. 'there is a dragon in this classroom"
· Non claims:
· Questions: "is there a dragon in this room?"
· The claim would be "there IS a dragon" or "there ISN'T a dragon"
· Commands: "watch the show tonight"
· The claim would be "I DID watch it" or "I DIDN'T watch it"
Variables: letters used to represent claims
· Ex. "there's a dragon in this room and it'll kill everyone after class"
· A: there's a dragon in this room
· B: it'll kill everyone after class

Analysis: turning natural language to rigorous and precise language of logic, using variables

Truth Tables: depicts all possible values and situations of every claim
· Value of a claim depends if it is true or false
· 
· One claim table
	A

	T (true)

	F (false)




· Two claim table
	A
	B

	T
	T

	T
	F

	F
	T

	F
	F




· ***Truth tables only show the possible situations, not actually assessing if the claims are true or false.

