Week 9: Regulation and Governance Assignment
[bookmark: _GoBack]Should the recycling of paper cups be more regulated?

When it comes to business, more regulation is always necessary because we cannot trust it to regulate itself. Deregulation in paper cup recycling will reduce environmental quality standards, consumers’ goodwill, when it comes to supporting environmental programs, will wear out and the company will have less environmental accountability and responsibility to society. 
The Board of Directors, in any corporation, has fiduciary duties such as environmental management (which includes the recycling of paper cups) and economic responsibility. Therefore, in order to maintain these responsibilities, more rules must be put into place. Although more and more corporations are adopting in-store recycling programs, still an enormous quantity of paper cups still end up in the garbage. This is either because of poor management (for example the garbage bins at Starbucks or Tim Horton’s that have recycling and garbage holes, but only one plastic bag that collects everything) or because many recycling companies don't have the equipment to separate the cup's paper from its inner lining. The best option would be the “mandatory self-regulation” of the corporation, or the implementation of stricter government regulation. The main idea in the end is to make the cups even more recyclable; by changing in the inner material of all paper cups so it they are accepted by the recycling companies. Other solutions include the change in the legislation regarding the materials permitted to be recycled or the implementation of new rules regarding the right recycling procedures.
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