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Week 3 – September 26, 2016
Genocide:
UN definition of Genocide: (1948)
Genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part and national, ethnical or religious group such as:
· Killing members of the group
· Causing serious bodily or mental harm to member of the group
· Inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part
This definition does not include certain groups such as class or political groups
· Very focused on physical actions and not so much on economic effects or other 
The UN definition also excludes intention
· Some people believe it can be a genocide without the intention of carrying out a genocide
Shaw’s position on genocide: 3 elements
· The identification of a social group as an enemy against which it is justified to use systematic violence
· The intention to destroy the real power of the enemy group, including it economic, political, cultural and ideological power
· The actual deployment of violence to destroy the power of the enemy group through killing and physically harming a significant number of its members as well as other measures. 
Helen Fien’s position:
· “Genocide is sustained purposeful action by a perpetrator to physically destroy a collectively directly or indirectly, through interdiction of the biological and social reproduction of group members, sustained regardless of the surrender or lack of threat offered by the victim.”
Most common type of genocide is racial or ethnic genocide
Michael Mann (the dark side of democracy) calls genocide murderous cleansing
· Murderous cleansing is modern because it is actually related to the development of democracy
· In multiethnic environments, the majority may come to tyrannize minorities.
· Democracy means rule by the people. In modern time, “the people” can mean either demos – the mass of the population, or ethnos – an ethnic group that means people who share a common culture and sense of heritage.
· Demos – the mass population
· Ethnos – the people who share a common culture and common sense of heritage which makes them distinct from other people.
· “the People” means the majority ethnically
If ethnos becomes the reason for genocide, it turns out badly for the smaller ethnic groups that do not fit into this ethnos
Murderous cleansing has moved across the world
· Europeans were the founders of democracy
· Most of these now stable countries did at some point experience ethnic cleansing
Ethnic hostility rises where hostility trumps class as the main form of social stratification
· Murderous cleansing was rarer in the past because societies were more overtly class divided
· Over time, liberal governments emerged as a way of avoiding class conflict
· Murderous cleansing does not happen between ethnic groups that are separate but equal.
· One group usually feels exploited by the other group
· In societies with ethnic diversity, certain groups began to feel exploited by a dominant group. The group feels it is civilizing the subordinate groups.
The danger zone of murderous cleansing is reached when:
· Movements representing two established ethnic groups both lay claim to their own state over the same territory
· This claim seems to them to have substantial legitimacy and a good chance of being implemented
· Political power is a major reason for murderous cleansing to begin
The brink of murderous cleansing is reached when one of two scenarios happen
· The less powerful side is encouraged to fight in the belief that aid will come from other nations.
· Both sides believe they have the resources to take the territory as stake.
· The stronger side believes it has superior military power and legitimacy and can cleanse the state with little physical or moral cost.
Actual Murderous cleansing occurs when the state that has sovereignty over the territory has been factionalized and radicalized in an unstable political environment. 
· There is usually a political crisis that produces the cleansing as an outcome
· If war is a factor that combines with political instability, murderous cleansing is more likely
Murderous cleansing is rarely the initial intent of the perpetrators (usually its plan C)
· Even Hitler did not intend to commit a murderous cleansing, after certain circumstances it ended with the cleansing
· Plan A: work out a compromise or carry out a low level repression
· Plan B: more radical repression upon the failure of plan A. Climate of rising violence
· Plan C: Murderous cleansing carried out
There are 3 main levels of perpetrators
1. Radical elites running party states or powerful organizations
2. Bands of militants forming violent paramilitaries
3. Core constituencies providing mass popular support
Core constituencies often include:
a. Ethnic refugees and people from threatened border regions
b. Those who are more dependent on the state for subsistence (economic reliance)
c. Those living and working in sectors of the economy that do not generate class conflict (economic sector – self-employment, state agencies)
d. Those socialized into accepting physical violence as a way of solving social problems or achieving personal advancement (masculinist ideology)
e. [bookmark: _GoBack]Youth attracted to a macho ideology

