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Week 9 - Proposing an Alternative: Restorative Justice
Toward Restorative And Community Justice (Braswell, Fuller, Lozoff 2001):
· Community justice as practiced by the restorative justice movement cannot be called a new phenomenon, but rather a return to the days when conflicts were resolved at the level of the family, clan, group and community
· The emphasis of community justice is not on the punishment of the offender and victim but on restoring the relationship between the offender and victim, as well as on maintaining an order and social and moral balance in the community. 
At the Heart of the Dissatisfaction with the CJS are Two Issues:
1. The current CJS does not work very well
2. The failure of the CJS to change criminal behaviour of the prisoner 
Underlying Principles of RJ:
1. Crime is primarily an offence against human relationships, and secondarily a violation of law
2. Restorative justice recognizes that crime is wrong and should not occur, and also recognizes that after it does there are dangers and opportunities. 
3. Restorative justice is a process to “make things as right as possible” which includes:
4. As soon as the immediate victim, community and offender safety concerns are satisfied, Restorative Justice views the situation as a teachable moment for the offender 
5. Restorative Justice prefers responding to the crime at the earliest point possible and with the maximum amount of voluntary cooperation and minimum coercion. 
6. Restorative Justice prefers that most crimes are handled using a cooperative structure including those impacted by the offence as a community to provide support and accountability
7. Restorative Justice recognizes that not all offenders	 will choose to be cooperative
8. [bookmark: _GoBack]Restorative Justice prefers that offenders who pose significant safety risks and are not yet cooperative be placed in settings where the emphasis is on safety, values ethics responsibility accountability and civility 
