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People wonder why it is important to fight against organized crime and that’s because although many of us don’t see it, organized crime is an evolving and ever-growing phenomenon that affects many people globally. Just as the reasoning of “modus operandi” states, as long as criminals are solely dealing with each other and innocent people aren’t involved then we shouldn’t care (Danis, Module 1, slide 1). This is a concept many people are subconsciously living by since they are unaware of the effects that organized crime has on their lives. There are many issues related to organized crime, whether they are economic, human or societal in nature. Furthermore, organized crime encompasses many detrimental activities that affect society on the collective level, as well as on the individual level. Human trafficking is commonly seen among organized crime groups as they use prostitution as a major source of income. Another multi billion-dollar issue that society faces is the drug trafficking business. This epidemic jeopardizes the economy as well as individual lives, as many people are murdered, kidnapped and millions of lives are ruined from drug use. Financially, organized crime groups engage in an array of fraudulent activity. Whether it be credit card fraud, white collar crimes or ponzi schemes, these behaviors have an extremely negative effect on individuals as well as the economy where businesses are destroyed and families are torn apart. It is crucial for society to take larger steps in fighting organized crime as it is a rapidly growing industry, and if not confronted soon, many negative aspects will become more apparent. . 

Organized crime has caused public disturbances in many corporations, which has impacted the economy in negative ways and continues to disrupt the overall well being of innocent citizens. There are many aspects of organized crime that can affect the individual, as well as the global economy. Many people question why it is so important to combat organized crime, but “in 2012, Criminal Intelligence Service Canada (CISC) identified 729 crime groups in Canada, which demonstrates that OC is more than just an oligarchy of a few old men” (Danis, Module 1, slide 1).  Due to the fact that many citizens are unaware of the crimes that are being committed, the police tend to close a blind eye as well. In 2001, a study indicated that police intelligence files on organized crime have not been verified and may not be accurate (Danis, Module 1, slide 1). Evidently, police are not making it a priority to protect its citizens, which is a primary reason why our society should come together to stand up against organized crime. 
The crimes that are being committed cause violent and physical threats to our society, which affects the overall wellbeing of its citizens. Furthermore, it poses various negative repercussions on the economy and the financial stability of affected individuals. Take for instance a gang war between the Italian mafia and the Hells Angels of Montreal, which may possibly lead to enormous property damage. Just like the biker gang war caused several bars to be burned down in the spring of 2002, it can happen between the mafia and the Hells Angels (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). The fires were under the suspicion of arson, which meant that it was very likely that the fire was deliberately started by one of the gangs in order to put an end to the others business. In these types of situations insurance companies become involved and the generic conclusion indicates, “damage to property thus leads to an increase in insurance rates, which can lead to the demise of legitimate businesses” (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). People residing in the surrounding area of these bars face the reality that this incident will have an effect on their homes due to the rise of their residential mortgage. As module 1, slide 5 states “this may also cause collateral damage in the form of a ripple effect, to other surrounding buildings, some of which may be residential, thus affecting the population at large” (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). This means that if a legitimate business or family chooses to open their development or reside in the area where these fires occurred, the insurance rates will be exceptionally high and they may not be able to afford it. This increases the risk of gang members becoming neighbors because with all the illegal money they obtain, they are the ones most likely to afford these exceptionally high priced locations.   
Another common crime committed by these types of groups is human trafficking. The sex trade is extremely detrimental to our society and it is only getting worse. Considering the fact that I am a woman, this particular crime hits home to me. It is frightening to know that this crime solely revolves around the sexual exploitation of women and girls. This criminal act often slips under the radar as “sex trafficking is only detected upon arrest for other organized crimes”(Danis, Module 5, slide 7). The fact that sex trafficking only becomes evident when another crime is involved proves that this criminal act may be one of the most gruesome. Women are being recruited with the mindset that they are going to acquire jobs as models or dancers but they are sadly mistaken and these jobs are “promised but never materialize” (Danis, Module 5, slide 7). Therefore, they are tricked into this type of criminal activity, often shipped to a different country where they are then forced to rely on prostitution in order to repay their recruiter and escape (Danis, Module 5, slide 7). Trafficking of persons is a serious offense in Canada, “a person who is guilty of trafficking, whether or not the offence was committed in Canada, is liable to imprisonment for life” (Danis, Module 5, slide 8). Even though “prostitution, specifically the act of providing sexual services for payment is not illegal in Canada,” I beleive that financially, its profits are shockingly high and effecting the economy at large (Danis, Module 5, slide 8). Not only does this raise concerns for the economy but it also forces the public, specifically woman and girls, to live their life in fear. The annual profit of 40 females is 13,104,000 dollars per year (Danis, Module 5, slide 8), which means that this issue is constantly on the rise and our society must take collective action by not participating in this behavior.  
On a similar note, drug trafficking has also become extremely detrimental to our society. The financial aspect of this crime impacts today’s society in several ways. Firstly, people are becoming incredibly addicted to substances, which lead them to spend unusual amounts of money on drugs. Secondly, more patients are being admitted to hospitals for drug abuse, which leads to many increases in health care. Drugs such as tobacco and alcohol have high tax rates but these taxes go towards things like health care (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). Meaning that, if someone is rushed to the hospital due to these two drugs their health care will cover them. On the other hand, drugs like heroine and crystal meth are illegal which means that there is no taxation rate when purchasing them (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). This means that there is no tax money going to health care so when someone who has overdosed on heroine arrives to the hospital needing many treatments, the “tax-payer will ultimately be responsible” (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). If these drugs were being more closely controlled by law enforcement, there would not be an abundance of people getting admitted to hospitals, consequently causing health care to rise for everyone. Again, the numbers attributed to this criminal activity are shocking, especially since these substances are harmful to one’s health but continues to be a major supply of income to many organized crime groups. The fact that “the overall societal cost of substance abuse in Canada in 2002 was estimated to be $39.8 billion. Of this, the costs attributed to illegal drugs were estimated to be approximately $8.2 billion” (Danis, Module 1, slide 5). Furthermore, the “Canadian government estimate of the Canadian illicit drug market is between $7 to $ 10 billion each year” (Danis, Module 1, slide 6). Since drug trafficking is the largest criminal activity among organized crime groups it is important to become aware of the issues it causes and find ways to put an end to it.  According to the chart of crimes most frequently committed by organized crime groups in Canada, drug trafficking sits at the very top with 88 percent (Danis, Module 1, slide 1). This is one of the crimes that affect the population at large no matter what the circumstances may be. 
Lastly, “white collar” crimes are primarily involved in affecting the economy of “individuals and the financial business community” (Danis, Module 5, slide 12). More specifically, credit card fraud is a criminal activity that was unknown ten years ago but today “it is a prevalent form of fraud affecting not just consumers but financial and retail industries” (Danis, Module 5, slide 13). Credit cards are always evolving and people are brainwashed in thinking they are new and improved. Furthermore, “according to statistics provided by the Canadian Banking association, the combined annual losses due to debit and credit card fraud, in Canada, exceeded $470 million, in 2012” (Danis, Module 5, slide 13). In addition, “according to the 2009 CISC Report on organized crime, the combined annual losses due to debit and credit card fraud in Canada exceeded $500 million in 2008” (Danis on Criminal Activies module 5 summary). This is a great deal of money that is being illegally used and circulated in our economy. This leads me to think about the person who worked hard to earn this revenue and their living situation. It is possible that many victims of credit card fraud live paycheck to paycheck and the fact that someone is essentially stealing their money can cause an extreme burden on their life. There are many different categories of credit card fraud, one being, counterfeit credit card use which allows criminals to “acquire technology that allows them to "skim" the data contained on magnetic strips, manufacture phony cards, and overcome such protective features as holograms” (Danis on Criminal Activies module 5 summary). Then there are cards that are lost or have been stolen from the cardholder, which stands for 12 percent of all card fraud losses (Danis, Module 5, slide 14). Thirdly, fraud committed without the actual use of a card (no-card fraud), is the most common act in Canada with 59 percent of all dollar losses. An example of this could be purchases made by the telephone with telemarketers whom force people to give out credit card information that can later be stolen and used by another person. A person can then take the credit card information “to make large purchases online or by telephone from legitimate merchants” (Danis, Module 5, slide 14). It is the most popular category of fraud because an “online merchant is unable to verify the purchaser’s identity” (Danis, Module 5, slide 14) which means there is no way the criminal can actually be recognized or caught, allowing them to get away with the crime. Finally, cards fraudulently obtained by criminals who have made false applications is usually a scheme used by people who are not qualified to achieve a credit card using their own identity. The act involves impersonating someone who is worthy or a credit card and even thought it is only made up of 3 percent of all losses, it is been said that this type of fraud is increasing (Danis, Module 5, slide 14). The total amount of credit card fraud in 2012 was 439,363,617 dollars, that is millions of dollars used illegally, which makes me think about all the legal purchases that could have aided our economy, as well as the charity that could have been done with all that money. The fact that my parents, my siblings or myself may be a victim to credit fraud is frightening and a concern that is more frequently on my mind. Fraud is detrimental not only to one’s financial status, but may also cause health issues, which include anxiety, depression, and other psychological concerns. 
There are many reasons why I believe that it is essential for our society to make advances in battling organized crime. Evidently, as displayed in previous paragraphs, the economic impact that exists is devastating and many people suffer because of it. Many of these organized crime groups evade taxes and put a enormous strain on the middle class to pay heavy taxes while they launder their money in other countries. Another reason it is crucial for our society to fight organized crime is because of the tremendous amount of youth that join these groups and end up in prison or dead. By fighting these crime groups, it will force the younger generation to make smarter decisions and get off the streets, and back into the classroom. Most importantly, these organized crime groups do not take into account the lives of innocent victims. Whether someone is caught in the middle of a gunfight or trapped in an intentional fire, these organized crime groups do not take these innocent lives into account. This reckless behavior must be combatted and reprimanded. Lastly, the corruption that these organized crime groups are behind causes great instability in politics, law enforcement, and economy. With the collective effort of society, we may not be able to abolish organized crime, however we could definitely reduce the harmful effects that it produces.      
Overall, Organized crime affects Canadians basic rights to peace, order and good government. Although the effects of illicit activities are not always obvious, all citizens in our society, through one form or another, feel them through victimization, higher insurance rates, fewer tax dollars to support social programs, and the eventual undermining of institutions and consumers. No community is immune from the effects of organized crime. With this being said, I do believe that it is crucial for our society to stand up for their rights and take a stand against organized crime in order to diminish public fear and increase economic, social and physical security.   
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