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Desistance
refraining from committing crime, devoted yourself to a pro social way of living
Presistor
people continuing to indulge in crime

a new view to prisoner rehab: the strengths based approach
rethinking the practice of excuse making and cognitive distortions
statements of cause that may typically have been categorized as excuses may actually point helpfully towards needs and risk factors
the compensatory model of responsibility

making good: how ex convicts reform and rebuild their lives 
Liverpool desistance study (LDS)
1) ex prisoners who were still active in crime
2) ex prisoners attempting to desist or go straight. 

Framework of Making Good
In order to ex prisoners to adopt law abiding lifestyles they must first make sense of their lives
Phenomenon takes the form of a life story or self narratives
Subjective aspects of human life:
Maruna (2001) argues that such narrative scripts can be used to:
Rehabilitate and reintegrate the prison community
Promote individual self transformation that is long lasting and meaningful
History+ present circumstances + estimated future = renewed identity
Viewed as ideal for correctional policy and practice of individual interventions in that is coincides with some of the overarching goals of many correctional programs. 
Self help and counseling modules of intervention collectively entail exploring prisoners histories, listening to their testimonies and revising their personal outlooks in life
Thus, Maruna argues that the research based model of self narratives could benefit the movement of correctional programming which aims to changing the cognitions that promote criminality.

Rejecting commonly held beliefs
“Bogeyman”
labels : sociopaths, incorrigibles, career criminals, lifers
considering the side effects:

in order to refute this myth
ex prisoners are encourages to adopt a “pro social” identity
those who were attempting to desist were different than the view of the reformed man as the “shameful and repentant sinner”

desisters displayed the following:
optimism
confidence
assertiveness
direction and purpose

persisters displayed the following:
negativity
poor self image
place in society as minimal
little optimism
living the self fulfilling prophecy

the process of “making good”
the self is reconstituted
making order out of disorder
what he or she is now, if what eh or she has been all along.

Generativity
1. Generativity as Fulfillment
stimulates new meaning and purpose
renewed confidence
connection to something larger than the self
2. Generativity as restitution
helping those in distress
alleviates feelings of guilt and shame
giving back to services and agencies who may have helped them in a time of despair
3. Generativity as legitimacy
roles in community of workforce consist of crime prevention
respect for morals and values
4. Generativity as therapy
helping others help themselves
humane productivity
fulfillment has to be realized by learning HOW to enjoy Generativity
this is a process of mastering techniques
i.e. Becker (1963)

Redemption Script – shame/blame/core self
Neutralization techniques
Viewed as productive
Sensitizes ex prisoners
Demonstrates as willingness to align themselves with conventional values and morals
Feeling that at the core, they are good people just like everyone else
Different from the “true criminals”
Worst case scenarios

Overcoming barriers of redemption
Internalizing the view that one is in command of his/her destiny
Stopping agents of social control from getting in the way
Mediating surrounding social powers
Overcoming perceived “dangers” that others have of them working in the helping field

Rebiographing & Policy
Case in point  The British Legal system
1974 rehabilitation of offenders act
allows for an “Escape route” from criminal past
reserved for persons convicted of non violent crimes and serving sentences of no more than 2.5 years.
Generativity behind bars?

Critiques of Making Good
Abandoning labels as unrealistic given that corrections is a growth industry
Omitting a population that may not have the capacity to express some level of remorse or guilty for that crimes they have committed, nor desire social experience. 
The duty to give back to society as idealistic in nature
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