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		Wednesday, September-07/09-11
Week 1 – Introducing Community Intervention:
** Taylors notes **
TA: Paula Hirschmann
Email: phirs058@uottawa.ca
Office Hours: THN 205, Tuesdays 11:30-1:00pm

Objectives:
Explore the enterprise of intervention
Historical timeline
Contextualize the socio-political climate in Canada
Considerations for current and future community intervention practices

What is Intervention?
What comes to mind when we think of the concept of intervention?
Seems to be a lack of understanding of concepts in regards to understanding
As it relate to the community?
As it relates to criminology?
Corrections, Rehabilitation, Social Awareness Orientation Programs
Any interference in the affairs of others” (Webster’s College Dictionary, 2000, p.365)
Any and all conscious planned, organized efforts to alleviate what is considered to be a problem in human society” (R. Henshel, 1990, 91).
“Any act, planned or unplanned that alters characteristics of another individual or the pattern of relationships between individuals” (Kelman and Warwick, The Ethics of Social Intervention, 1973, p.3)
Governance: 
Any strategy, tactic, process , procedure or program for controlling, regulating, shaping, mastering, or exercising authority over oneself or others in a nation, organization or locality. 
Tied to capitalism
Governance:
Rose (1996)
Death of the social
Communities as specialized body of governance
Risk and Responsibility


Exploring Intervention in Criminology:
Macro: 
Institutional Forces
Police Crack Downs
Example: Busting the homeless people in Vancouver out of downtown away from Olympics.
Micro: 
Job skills training
Rehab
therapy

Exploring Intervention in Criminology:
Punishment
Rehab
Treatment
Prevention
Restoration
Transfomation

Exploring Intervention in Criminology:
Intervention is thus preventative or reactive/restorative
To minimize the harm done
To punish parties responsible for acts
To heal or rehabilitate the parties directly or indirectly involved

Historical Perspectives:
Pentientiary Era: 1790-1825
Mass Prison Era: 1825-1876
Lots of Riots
Segregation and Silence System
Reformatory Era: 1876-1890
The industrial Prison Era: 1890-1935
Great Depression
Increase crime rates/increase number of prisoners 
The Punitive Era: 1935-1945
More oriented on prison labour
Moving towards rehabilitation 
More riots 
The Era of Treatment: 1945-1967
Influence of medical model
Looking at uses of tranquilizers/frontal lobe lobotomy’s
Lots of emphasis on psychiatry
Community Based Era: 1967-1980
Halfway houses
More community awareness of prisoners and their struggle
More acceptance
The Warehousing Era: 1980-1995
The Just Desert Era: 1995-Present

Socio-Political Context in Canada:
Crime as election strategy
‘Primetime crime’
Crime as a major problem?
Public safety / Safe communities
Media

Changes Enacted with Conservative Government:
Bill C-2
MMS
Parole Eligibilities
Harm reduction as contested subject
Prison construction

Socio-Political Context in Canada:
Intense community policing: effective in lowering crime rates?
No
Bandaid solution
War on drugs: Bill C-15
Is this keeping citizens and communities safe?

Possible Consequences:
Influence of USA crime legislation
Growing prison population
Cost of doing justice
Disintegrated communities
Moore and Donohue: Bunker Mentality
A community halfway house costs approximately - $45
Cost for an incarceration or Prison - $200
*Therefore, halfway house way cheaper*

Towards Responsible Justice Strategies:
Decriminalization options
Increasing CRF capacity and building
Financial backing for CJ NFP agencies
Investing in social and educational systems
Using forms of community supervision rather than incarceration
Can invest money into after school programs such as job skills training, etc.
Governmental initiatives to support community development projects
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